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Purpose and scope 

This book was written with four main purposes in mind: firstly, to make 

an assessment of the current position of Turkmen in Kirkuk; secondly, to 

highlight the oppression of Turkmen after the toppling of Saddam 

Hussein’s regime; thirdly, to introduce a brief history of the Turkmen in 

Iraq to the world; and finally, to draw the world’s attention to the 

situation and oppression of Turkmen in Iraq. 

I would like to dedicate this book to every Turkoman who has been 

detained in Iraqi prisons; to Turkmen who died under torture in Iraqi 

prisons; to all Turkmen whose sons and daughters were executed by the 

Iraqi regime; to all Turkmen who fought and died without seeing a free 

Turkoman homeland; and to the Turkoman city of Kirkuk, which is a 

bastion of cultural  and political life for those Turkmen resisting the 

Kurdish occupation. This book would not have been written without the 

support of Turkmen all over the world.  

I would also like to thank my family and last, but not least, my thanks go 

to my martyred brother, surgeon Dr. Burhan Mohammed Salman 

Kerkuklu, who motivated and encouraged me from childhood to fight for 

the Turkoman cause in the Türkmeneli.
1
 

 
Dr. Burhan Mohammed Salman  Kerkuklu, Iraq–Iran Gulf war, 1982 

                                                        
1 Turkoman Region 
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Chapter One 

1. Introduction 

A key to understanding why the maintenance of Iraq's territorial integrity 

is viewed by many as critical is knowledge of the country's enormous 

ethnic and religious diversity, the aspirations of these groups and the 

problems they now face. One of these ethno-linguistic groups is the 

Turkmen [2], who have made a major effort to define themselves, both 

internally and to the world community. Their real population has always 

been suppressed by the authorities in Iraq for political reasons and is 

officially estimated at 2%, whereas in reality their number should be put 

between 2.5 and 3 million, i.e. 12% of the Iraqi population. The Turkmen 

of Iraq settled in Türkmeneli[3]. Over the centuries, Turkmen have played 

a constructive role in Iraq, either by defending against foreign invaders or 

by bringing civilisation. Their monuments and architectural remains exist 

all over Iraq and they lived in harmony with all ethnic groups around 

them. They lived with justice and tolerance. 

The Turkmen are a Turkic group with a unique heritage and culture, as 

well as linguistic, historical and cultural links with the surrounding Turkic 

groups, such as those in Turkey and Azerbaijan. Their spoken language is 

closer to Azeri but their official written language is similar to the Turkish 

spoken in present-day Turkey. The Turkmen of Iraq settled in Türkmeneli 

in three successive and constant migrations from Central Asia, and 

increased their numbers; this enabled them to establish six states in Iraq:   

1. The Seljuk’s (1055-1117) 

2. Iraqi Selçuk’s (1118-1194) 

                                                        
2 Turkmen the Iraqi Turkmen live in an area that they call “Turkmenia” in Latin or 

“Turkmeneli” which means, “Land of the Turkmen”. The British geographer William 

Guthrie referred to it as “Turcomania” in 1785. The Turkmen are Turkic groups that have 

a unique heritage and culture as well as linguistic, historical and cultural links with the 

surrounding Turkic groups such as those in Turkey and Azerbaijan. Their spoken 

language is closer to Azeri but their official written language is like the Turkish spoken 

in present-day Turkey. Their real population has always being suppressed by the 

authorities in Iraq for political reasons and estimated at 2%, whereas in reality their 

numbers are more realistically between 2.5 to 3 million, i .e. 12% of the Iraqi population.  
3 Turkmeneli is a diagonal strip of land stretching from the Syrian and Turkish border 

areas from around Telafer in the north of Iraq, reaching down to the town of Mandeli on 

the Iranian border in Central Iraq. The Turkmen of Iraq settled in Turkmeneli in three 

successive and constant migrations from Central Asia, which increased their numbers 

and enabled them to establish six states in Iraq.  
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3. Mosul Atabeg (1127-1233) 

4. Kirkuk Kipchak Atabeg (1130-1203) 

5. Erbil Atabeg (1114-1233) 

6. The Ilkhanids, (1258-1335) 

7. The Jalairids (1339-1410) 

8. The Kara Koyunlu, (1383-1468) 

9. The Ak Koyunlu, (1403-1508) 

10. The Safavids (1508-1534) 

11. First Ottoman Period, (1534-1622) 

12. Second Ottoman Period (1638-1918) 

Turkmen have been living in present Iraq for over a millennium. Yet, 

since they were left outside the borders of a new Turkey in an artificially 

created Iraq, Turkmen felt the heavy-handed treatment by successive 

Arab rulers, the worst of whom were the Ba’ath Party. Though the 

Turkmen of Iraq consist one of the three major entities of the modern 

Iraqi State, the Turkmen have had the least of advantages. Since the 

foundation of Iraq in the aftermath of the First World War, the existence 

of Turkmen had been denied by the official regimes in Baghdad in 

accordance with the state’s policy. It was the attempt at sealing the border 

with Turkey that motivated the Baghdad regime, and their protector 

Britain, to deliberately ignore the existence of the Turkmen in the early 

years of Iraq.  

1.1 Turkmen at the Monarchy era 

For decades, since the creation of the Iraqi State in 1921, the Turkmen of 

Iraq and their plight have been completely ignored by the international 

community. They have been the least listened to outside Iraq and the least 

defended by their own government. Indeed, for decades, the Turkmen 

have been denied of their basic human rights in Iraq and have faced total 

indifference from the international community. 

The disregard of the Turkmen’s historical role and achievements in Iraq, the 

denial of their true representation as the third largest ethnic group and, 

consequently, their marginalisation in Iraq was initiated by the British 

colonial authorities at the end of World War One in 1918, for geopolitical 

and economic reasons. The British facilitated the separation of the Mosul 

Vilayat ‘Mosul Province’ (now representing five Iraqi provinces: Musul, 

Kirkuk, Erbil, Duhok and Suleimaniya) from the Ottoman Empire in order 
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to control the huge oil reserves of Kirkuk which was inhabited mainly by 

the Turkmen, as it had been for centuries. 

However, after the British invasion of Iraq in 1918, the Turkmen began to 

experience a different situation. They were branded unjustly as being 

loyal to Turkey: they were removed from the administration, pushed into 

isolation and ignored. Then, their fundamental human rights in culture 

and education were violated by the closure of their schools between 1933 

and 1937. 

Under the constitution, drawn up in 1932, the Kurds and the Turkmen 

had the right to use their own languages in schools and government 

offices and to have press in their own language. With the Arabs, the 

Kurds were recognised in the first constitution of monarchical Iraq as one 

of the three main component groups of the Iraqi nation. However, 

constitutional rights were acknowledged to minorities in Iraq, with the 

Royal Constitution of 21st March 1925, Article 16: stating, “As 

determined by a general programme prescribed by law, each of the 

minorities originating from various nations has the right to set up schools 

where education is provided in the language used by that minority and is 

entitled to be in charge of these schools.” It was stated in the Royal 

Constitution, which was valid until 1958, that the Iraqi State consisted of 

Arabs, Kurds, Turkmen and other minorities. 

Moreover, according to Article 14 of the same constitution, Turkmen, 

like other minorities, were also entitled to receive an education in their 

own language and to be in charge of their own educational institutions. In 

fact, until the proclamation of the republic, various constitutional 

amendments did not cause ethnic or political discrimination. However, in 

1933, the final version of Article 17 of the constitution declared Arabic as 

the official language, with legally defined exceptions. Legislation number 

74, published in 1931, and entitled ‘Native Languages’ had clearly 

stipulated these exceptions. This law permitted all judicial processes to be 

conducted in the Turkmen language and primary school education to be 

in the Turkish language in all areas where Turkmen lived; foremost 

among these being Kirkuk and Erbil, and these rights were under 

constitutional guarantee. However, in 1936, after the resignation of 

Hikmat Suleiman, the brother of Sadrazam (grand vizier or prime 

minister) Mahmud Shavket Pasha, from the post of Prime Minister to 

which he had been appointed two years previously, the new military 

regime began a campaign of taking back the rights given by the 

constitution. Thus, the Turkmen of Iraq lost the right to be educated in 

their native language.  
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The period of monarchy, from 1932 to 1958, saw the removal of 

Turkmen from government posts and their deportation to Arab areas. The 

suppression of the Turkmen peaked in 1946 when they were subjected to 

what is historically known as the Gawer Baghi massacre; when the police 

opened fire on unarmed protesters among the Iraqi oil workers in Kirkuk. 

Since then, and despite the formal independence of Iraq from Great 

Britain and the end of the British mandate in 1932, successive Iraqi 

governments have applied the same policies of marginalisation and 

discrimination towards the Turkmen as those that were initiated and 

applied by the British in 1918, and for the same geopolitical and 

economic reasons! 

1.2 The Abdul Karim Qasim period (1958–1963) 

The military coup of 1958 that toppled the monarchy first brought rays of 

hope for the Turkmen when they heard radio announcements by coup 

leader General Abdul-Karim Qasim and his deputy General Abdul-Salam 

Arif that Iraq was made up of three main ethnic groups and Turkmen 

were one of them. Turkmen interpreted these statements as the end of the 

suppression. 

However, happy days did not last long. After the coup of 1958, General 

Abdul-Karim Qasim declared an amnesty and, because of this, a Kurdish 

rebel leader Mullah Mustafa Barzani returned from the Soviet Union and 

started negotiating for a Kurdish autonomous region. The situation of the 

Turkmen deteriorated dramatically and drastically because of the 

hegemonic ambitions of Mullah Mustafa Barzani and his plans for an 

independent Kurdish state in the north of Iraq, as well as his demand for 

the oil wealth of Kirkuk, which was not only a necessity but also the 

main motivation. 

The existence of Turkmen in the north of Iraq, side-by-side with the 

Kurds, and the Turkmen presence in great numbers in Kirkuk, where for 

centuries they represented the majority, were seen and felt by Mullah 

Mustafa Barzani as obstacles to the realisation of his dreams for an 

independent Kurdish state and the control of Kirkuk’s oil wealth. 

During the time of General Abdul-Karim Qasim, the Turkmen suffered 

(from) marginalisation and discrimination from both the Kurds and the 

Iraqi communists who dominated the regime in Iraq. They faced internal 

deportation, exile, arbitrary arrest and detention, confiscation of 

properties and agricultural land and, worst of all, the massacre of 120 of 

their intellectuals and community leaders on the eve of the first 

anniversary of the revolution on 14th July 1959 by the Kurdish rebel 
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leader Mullah Mustafa Barzani and his Kurdish followers allied to the 

Iraqi communists. Kirkuk was put under curfew and its population 

slaughtered by Communists and Kurds. The streets of Kirkuk were filled 

with blood and witnessed one of its more brutal moments in history. The 

Turkmen in Kirkuk were attacked under the false pretext that they helped 

the Mosul resistance against the central government. The Kirkuk 

massacre was totally disregarded by the world and the whole of humanity 

ignored it. 

It was only after this massacre that the Communist Kurds became 

aggressive enough to negotiate for the inclusion of Kirkuk in their 

autonomous region. During this period (1958–1963), a mass migration of 

the Kurds, from their villages and towns in the north-east of Iraq to the 

Turkoman region and especially to the cities of Kirkuk and Tuz Khormatu, 

were organised and implemented in order to increase the Kurdish presence 

in Kirkuk and alter the demography of the town. 

1.3 The social era of General Abdul-Salam Arif (1963–1967) 

The ensuing era of General Abdul-Salam Arif (1963–1967) was one of 

the best periods for Turkmen in Iraq. The culprits of the 1959 Kirkuk 

massacre were hanged in the two big squares of Kirkuk by the 

government. Turkmen were allowed to run cultural associations and 

schools, publish magazines and newspapers in the Latin characters of 

Turkish and get some posts in government. This made them very happy 

and they demonstrated excellently that as citizens of Iraq they could work 

for their country and live in co-operation with other Iraqis. 

1.4 The Ba’ath Period (1968–2003) 

After the coup d'état of the 17th July 1968, which brought the Ba'ath party 

to power in Iraq, efforts were made to end the Kurdish rebellion in the 

north-east of the country. Generous incentives were presented to the 

Kurdish rebel leader, Mullah Mustafa Barzani, by the Ba'ath regime in 1970 

to put an end to his rebellion by offering him an autonomous Kurdish region 

with Erbil city (another Turkoman city) as its capital. In doing this, the Iraqi 

government acted in total disregard of the Turkmen interests in Iraq and 

particularly of those of the 300,000 unfortunate Turkmen of Erbil, who were 

sacrificed by the Ba'ath regime and offered as a ‘present’ to Mullah Mustafa 

Barzani in return for his acceptance to end the Kurdish rebellion. 

In the 1970s, as it became more and more clear that Mullah Mustafa 

Barzani's ambitions and plans were to take over Kirkuk, control its oil 

wealth and declare an independent Kurdish state, the Iraqi government 

(Ba'ath regime) acted to maintain Iraq's territorial unity and to counter 
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Barzani's ambitions. However, the Iraqi government refused to accede to the 

Kurdish rebels’ demands to include the Turkoman city of Kirkuk as part of 

the Kurdish autonomous region for economic and political reasons and 

because the overwhelming majority of the population in Kirkuk were 

Turkmen. Moreover, Saddam Hussein’s government did not carry out the 

agreement of 1970; thus, the Kurdish rebels renewed their fight against the 

central government in Baghdad. 

Nevertheless, the Ba’ath party period commencing in 1968 had opened one 

of the darkest chapters in Turkmen history. The Turkmen Cultural 

Directorate that was originally set up by the government to bring 

Turkmen under strict control was not working according to the 

government’s plans. Thus, Saddam Hussein’s regime started a new 

policy, which is commonly referred to as Arabisation (ta’rib’), invoked by 

the Iraqi government programme. Arab families were resettled from 

southern Iraq to replace and dilute the Turkoman population but the 

Turkmen opposed policies of the Ba'ath regime and vigorously contested the 

regime's authoritarian Arabisation policy.  

By 1972, the Iraqi government prohibited both the study of the Turkoman 

language and Turkoman media, and in 1973, any reference to the 

Turkmen was omitted from the provisional constitution. During the 

1980s, the regime, the Ba’ath Party, prohibited even public use of the 

Turkoman language and the constitution of 1990 only states that the 

‘people of Iraq’ consist of ‘Arabs and Kurds’. 

As I have stated, to reduce the concentration of the Turkoman population 

in Turkoman regions in general, and Kirkuk in particular, the Iraqi 

government established an Arabisation policy, which can be defined as 

the systematic forcible transfer of the Turkoman and Kurdish populations, 

aimed at changing the demographic nature of northern Iraq. Arab families 

who were brought from southern Iraq to replace and dilute the Turkoman 

and Kurd populations was carried out under the Iraqi government 

programme of Arabisation. 

The forced and arbitrary transfer of populations is not permissible under 

international law and is a crime against humanity. Nevertheless, Saddam 

Hussein’s government sought to alter the demographic make-up of 

northern Iraq in order to reduce the political power and presence of 

Turkmen and Kurds and to consolidate control over this oil-rich region; 

this covered areas reaching from the town of Mandeli, close to the Iranian 

border, to the Syrian and Turkish border areas around Telafer.  

Many Turkoman and Kurdish villages were bulldozed and new Arab 
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settlements were built nearby. The main object of the Arabisation policy 

was to reduce the Turkoman population in Kirkuk and the surrounding 

regions. Therefore, the Iraqi government annexed the district of Tuz 

Khormatu, which was linked to Kirkuk city until 1970. Because of the 

Arabisation policy, the Ba’ath regime decided to link it to a newly 

established province, called Salahaddin (Tikrit), which is 130 km from 

Kirkuk, whereas Tuz Khormatu is 75 km from Kirkuk. Nevertheless, the 

district of Tuz Khormatu city was annexed to the Salahaddin province by 

an official government legislation number 434, which was issued on 11th 

September 1989. [4] In addition, the Ba’ath regime linked the Kifri 

district to the Diyala province. The Turkoman district of Altunköprü, 

which was annexed from Erbil, governed the Kirkuk province; thus the 

area that Kirkuk governed was reduced from 19,543 km
2
 to 9,426 km

2
,
 

becoming the fourth largest province in Iraq. [5]  

The properties and most other assets seized from the Turkoman victims 

were distributed among the new Arab arrivals as part of a package of 

economic incentives. Simultaneously, the Iraqi government brought in 

landless Arabs from the nearby Al-Jazeera desert in Northern Iraq and 

others from central and southern Iraq to settle in the Turkoman region. 

Furthermore, titles for the rich agricultural lands seized from the Kurds 

and Turkmen were invalidated upon their expulsion and the land was then 

leased under annual contracts to Arab farmers. Many of those expelled 

have, for over a decade, been living in camps for the internally displaced 

in the northern Kurdish-controlled governorates outside Iraq.  

The forced mass displacement of populations based on their ethnic 

identity and attempts to Arabise Kirkuk and Tuz Khormatu date back to 

the discovery of major oil reserves in Kirkuk city in the 1920s, while Iraq 

was still under British mandate. Oil from the Kirkuk fields was not 

successfully extracted until 1927, but oil rights were first conceded to the 

Iraqi Petroleum Company consortium on 14
th
 March 1925. 

The Arabisation policy first occurred on a massive scale in the second 

half of the 1970s. During the Arabisation period, Saddam Hussein’s  

government controlled the oil industry. In addition, the Ba’ath regime 

brought in large numbers of Arab workers instead of employing local 

Turkmen and Kurds in the Iraqi Petroleum Company. The Turkmen were 

also excluded when the Iraqi government embarked on massive irrigation 

                                                        
4 Aziz Kadir Samanci, Political History for the Iraqi Turkmen, Page 34, first edition, 

year 1999  Published by Dar Al-Alsaqi, London, United Kingdom. 
5  Ibid page 34 
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projects that began in the 1930s on the Haifa, Qaraj and Qari-Teppa 

plains around Kirkuk, which became a rich agricultural region. Later 

projects helped the Iraqi government to settle several large nomadic Arab 

tribes from southern Iraq on these newly fertile lands. 

1.5  The provisional constitution of 1970 

The provisional constitution announced by the President of Iraq, General 

Ahmed Hassan Bakir, on 24th January 1970, Article 5, stated that the 

people of Iraq consisted of two groups: Arabs and Kurds. The national 

and the legal rights of all ethnic minorities were acknowledged within the 

unity of Iraq. The cultural rights seemed to be set to include the cultural 

rights of the minorities in Iraq. In this declaration, the section of the 

Turkmen rights indicated that:   

 The Turkmen shall receive primary education in Turkish in the 

area where they live and the Turkoman language will be the 

medium of instruction at the primary education stage. 

 A directorate of Turkoman education shall be established and 

attached to the Ministry of Culture and Information. 

 Turkoman publications shall be encouraged and assisted and this 

shall be attached to a union of Iraqi writers. 

 A weekly newspaper and a monthly magazine in the Turkish 

language shall be published. 

 The number of Turkoman programmes in the Turkoman language 

on Kirkuk TV shall be increased. 

In 1972, at the height of the Cold War, Iraq signed a 15-year treaty with 

the Soviet Union. Saddam Hussein’s regime undertook wide-ranging 

social and economic reforms to try to increase its popularity. By March 

1970, an agreement was reached between the government and the Kurdish 

Democratic Party (KDP) over the establishment of an autonomous 

Kurdish area. The government also nationalised the Iraqi Petroleum 

Company, which had been set up under the British administration and was 

pumping cheap oil to the West. 

Soaring oil revenues resulting from the 1973 oil crisis were invested in 

industry, education and healthcare, raising Iraq’s standard of living to one 

of the highest in the Arab world. However, Saddam Hussein’s 

government did not carry out the agreement of 1970; thus, a conflict 

broke out between the Kurds and the government’s armed forces in the 

spring of 1974. 
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The Kurds in the north of Iraq, who were funded by the US-backed Shah 

of Iran, Mohammed Riza Pahlavi, rebelled against the central government 

in Baghdad. The intensity of the conflict and the economic damage 

caused to the Iraqi economy pushed Baghdad to the negotiating table with 

Iran, in a famous agreement that was signed between the Shah and 

Saddam Hussein in Algeria, where Iraq agreed to share control of the 

disputed Sha’tt al-Arab waterway with Iran. The Shah of Iran, 

Mohammed Riza Pahlavi cut off the Kurds’ funds and the Iraqi regime 

put down their uprising. In addition, Saddam Hussein extended his grip 

on power, stationing relatives and allies in key government and business 

roles. In 1978, the Ba’ath regime passed a new law, under which 

membership of opposition parties became punishable by death. The 

following year, Saddam Hussein forced General Ahmed Hassan Bakir’s 

resignation – officially, because of ill health – and assumed the 

presidency. He executed dozens of his rivals within days of taking power. 

1.6 The National Congress of the Ba'ath Party in 1971 

The national Congress of the Ba’ath Party, held in 1971, reached a 

decision to make Kirkuk city and the surrounding area an Arab city by the 

1980s. In accordance with this decision, the following measures were 

taken:   

All education in Iraq was entirely in the Arabic language. The schools 

providing education in the Turkoman language were closed down in 

phases. The names of the Turkoman schools were changed to Arabic 

names and Arabic education became compulsory in all Turkoman-

populated areas. The teachers of these schools were appointed to other 

areas against their wishes. All these steps were taken by the Ba’ath 

regime to assimilate the Turkmen in the region and to prevent their 

cultural development. 

There were 137 schools in 1970 and by 1971; this figure had fallen to 68. 

The decomposition of Iraqi Turkmen was an Iraqi policy passed down 

from one government to the next. This involved moving the Turkmen 

from the north to the south of Iraq and spreading them all over the 

country to decompose their national identity. In short, the Turkmen 

received almost no attention from the Western media, despite being the 

third largest demographic component of Iraq. From 1970, the Iraqi 

Government resorted to various means to assimilate the Turkmen and to 

‘Arabise’ the region. For example, tens of thousands of Turkoman 

families were deported against their will into the south of Iraq and 

hundreds of Turkoman villages were destroyed by the Iraqi regime under 
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a variety of pretexts. Simultaneously, the Iraqi government brought in 

landless Arabs from southern Iraq and other parts of Iraq to be settled in 

their place, enticing them with free housing and other economic 

incentives. This Arabisation policy was aimed at bringing about 

demographic changes designed to reduce the political power and presence 

of Turkmen, thereby consolidating the government’s control over this 

region. 

Teachers were transferred to the south of Iraq and a variety of legislation 

was introduced by the Revolutionary Command Council to prevent the 

Turkmen from seeking any employment in Turkoman -populated areas, 

especially Kirkuk City. Turkoman leaders and elders were often falsely 

accused of spying for Turkey or Iran, or accused of being members of 

illegal organisations.  

All these steps were carried out intentionally, in order to change the 

demography of the Turkoman populated area. The Arabisation of 

Turkmen became a state policy in 1971, when the General Assembly of 

the Ba’ath Party decided to Arabise Kirkuk. This policy continued until 

1980.  

Administrative boundaries were changed in 1974 to divide Turkoman 

concentrations. Since the mid-1970s, Arabs have enjoyed special 

incentives and rights, encouraging them to move to historically Turkoman 

regions, including particularly the oil-rich cities of Kirkuk and Mosul.  

Turkoman societies, institutions and properties were officially ‘Arabised’. 

This meant that the Iraqi administration not only prohibited the people 

from speaking Turkish in public but also punished even those who spoke 

privately in that language. Many Turkoman -settlement names were 

changed to Arabic by the Iraqi regime. Kirkuk City was officially 

changed to Al-Tamim (literally: ‘nationalisation’, marking the 

nationalisation of the Western-owned Iraq Petroleum Company in 1972) 

by resolution number 41 of the Council of the Revolutionary Command, 

dated 29th January 1976. The largest township therein, Tuz Khormatu, 

was administratively attached to Tikrit, which was the place of birth of 

Saddam Hussein.  

The province of Kirkuk has continually shrunk in size with successive 

administrative decrees and thus the size of Kirkuk province, which was 

20,000 square kilometres in 1975, reduced to half that figure. 

Consequently, Kirkuk, with 4.2% of the land area and formerly the fourth 

largest province of Iraq, is now presently only the 14th largest province, 

with only 2% of land area. The Turkoman names of all the streets, shops, 
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supermarkets, mosques, graveyards, parks, sports centres and 

entertainment centres were changed to Arabic names.  

The towns of Tuz Khormatu, Kifri and Chamchamal were affiliated to 

neighbouring provinces. Elsewhere, in the oil-rich regions, the 

government had already resorted to re-drawing Iraq’s  administrative map 

in an effort to alter the demographic make-up of disputed areas once and 

for all. The boundaries of Kirkuk province were redrawn such that an 

Arab majority was ensured in key areas. Several major towns with a clear 

Kurdish majority were reallocated to existing neighbouring provinces or 

to the newly created Salahaddin province.  

The authorities then embarked on a massive campaign of forced 

relocation: tens of thousands of residents were evicted from their homes 

in areas with significant oil deposits, as well as in disputed areas. These 

included Kirkuk, Khanaqin, Mandeli and Shaikhan, where the majority of 

deportees were removed to locations in southern Iraq; many were 

abandoned without any shelter. Others were housed in rudimentary camps 

along major routes under military control. In their place came Arab 

families from various southern tribes, encouraged by the government with 

financial remuneration and other benefits. 

Many Turkoman quarters’ towns and villages were changed and replaced 

with Arabic names in accordance with a decision taken by the Iraqi 

Ministry of Interior, on 20th of May 1976, to rename Turkish villages 

with Arabic names. In accordance with the directives given by the 

Revolutionary Command Council in 1985, the party authorities contacted 

the eldest people of the Turkoman tribe and informed them about the new 

Arabic surnames that they were to use. The authorities prepared false 

lineage registers and replaced the Turkoman names with Arabic ones. 

These pressures were also being implemented in educational and cultural 

fields. The names of some of the Turkoman schools were changed and 

Arabic names were assigned in accordance with the plan of assimilating 

the Turkmen amongst the Arabs. 

As in the other Arabised areas, the Iraqi government replaced the expelled 

Kurdish and Turkoman populations of Kirkuk with Arabs, most of them 

Shi`aa families brought from the south. Arabs took over the homes of 

expelled Kurdish and Turkoman families. The Iraqi government also 

constructed entirely new Arab neighbourhoods, such as al-Nasr, Al-

hurriya and Al-qadisiyya, to alter drastically the ethnic demographics of 

Kirkuk. The Arabs who came to Kirkuk tended to be more urbanised, 

middle-class professionals than the Arab farmers who settled in rural 
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villages. In addition, the Iraqi government offered the newly arrived 

Arabs a free plot of land and 10,000 Dinars as an incentive. 

To reduce the potential power and the influence of Turkmen in Kirkuk 

and the surrounding region, only the Arabs were selected for employment 

in a new workshop set up in Kirkuk. None of the Turkmen who had 

applied for employment were accepted. It was most unfair that there was 

not one single Turkoman employed in Kirkuk City among the 750 

officials who were appointed to the municipality of Kirkuk. Previously, 

80% of the employees were Turkoman This shows the discrimination of 

the Iraqi government against the Turkmen. Furthermore, Saddam 

Hussein’s regime produced various legislations to change the 

demography of the area. 

They wanted to dilute the concentration of Turkmen within the Arab 

society. One law that was passed decreed that Turkmen graduates in 

general, but particularly those who had graduated from Turkish 

universities, were not to be employed in Kirkuk and the surrounding 

areas. The Iraqi government discouraged the Iraqi Turkmen from taking 

higher education in Turkey by endorsing stamps on the Turkoman ethnic 

passport stating that the holder of the passport could travel to all 

countries except Israel and Turkey. Moreover, the Iraqi government 

utilised a variety of methods to prevent Turkoman families from 

forwarding any financial support to their children who were studying in 

Turkish universities. 

Turkmen in Kirkuk were forbidden from possessing and operating a 

petrol station in Kirkuk and the surrounding areas. Moreover, Turkmen 

were forbidden from making export or import bids. Arabised policy was 

included by placing restrictions on employment and transfer of 

government employees to posts outside the Turkoman region.  

The Ba’ath regime issued legislation that stipulated that Turkmen were 

prohibited from working in important governmental jobs and positions, 

for example in the secret service and police, as pilots in the air force, 

officers in the army, or as ministers and councillors. Turkoman civil 

servants were assigned to the south and banned from living in 

Türkmeneli. 

The Turkoman employees and their families were forcibly transferred 

from the government offices in Kirkuk to other government organisations 

and especially to the South of Iraq. In addition, to change the 

demography of Kirkuk City and to reduce the political influence of the 

Turkmen in Northern Iraq in general, and particularly in Kirkuk, the Iraqi 
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government adopted various laws to transfer the Turkmen without their 

consent into various purpose-built settlements in the south of Iraq. These 

settlements were built by the Iraqi government and under the direct 

instruction of Saddam Hussein. 

The Ba’ath Party administration had formed the most tragic days for the 

Turkoman nation. The tyrannical regime of Saddam had committed 

inhuman acts of violence in order to silence the Turkmen. The Turkoman 

nation was oppressed and persecuted and their leaders were fabricated 

with false accusations and executed, although they were not guilty.  

Tens of thousands of the Turkoman’s political activists and ordinary 

citizens were subjected to arbitrary arrest and imprisonment, summary 

execution, torture by beating and burning, electric shock, starvation, 

mutilation and rape. The wives of Turkoman prisoners were tortured in 

front of their husbands and children were tortured in the presence of their 

parents, the horrors of which were concealed from the world by the 

apparatus of a totalitarian state. 

Because of a strike that was carried out by Turkoman students in 

conjunction with the Turkoman teaching union on the 2nd January 1971, 

Saddam Hussein’s government reduced the number of Turkoman schools 

that were to be open in Turkoman -populated areas and arrested 

Turkoman union members. These were interrogated by the Directorate of 

Security of Kirkuk, which at that time was run by Mr Taha Al-Jazrawi. In 

addition, the Ba’ath regime found a good opportunity in the Turkoman 

student strike to arrest and execution of a prominent Turkoman actor 

Hussein Ali Mousa Demirci.  

By 1972, the Iraqi government had issued new legislation prohibiting the 

study of Turkoman languages in Turkoman schools. They also banned 

Turkoman publicity and media. 

The Ba’ath regime, under a variety of pretexts, demolished the houses of 

Turkoman -populated areas in Kirkuk City, in addition to a large number 

of Turkoman villages demolished by the Iraqi government. For example, 

Turkoman houses in Tuz Khormatu, Beshir, Kompetler and Yaychi were 

destroyed and the residents of those villages were left homeless. 

Moreover, a large number of Turkoman houses were confiscated, in order 

to split up the Turkoman localities. Arab families were brought to Kirkuk 

from the south of Iraq and resettled by force, with the financial support of 

the government, in order to change the demography of the area. Turkmen 

who wanted to purchase or sell their properties in Kirkuk were held under 

obligation to obtain official permission from governmental authorities. 
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Under resolution number 1081, dated 27th September 1984, the 

Turkoman lands were expropriated and allotted to the Arabs who were 

brought from the south. There was a very strict ban on all sales of real 

estate in Turkoman regions. Turkmen could only sell their land or 

buildings to Arabs. Turkmen  could neither obtain building permission on 

their own lands nor purchase real estate.  

Religious leaders who did not speak Arabic were forced to deliver 

sermons in Arabic, and when they failed to, they were imprisoned. The 

1980s saw the execution of countless Turkoman leaders and elders who 

were often falsely accused of spying for Iran or being pro-Turkey. During 

the Iran–Iraq war, dozens of Turkoman villages were totally bulldozed to 

the ground.  

Turkmen were severely intimidated into silence during the 1987 national 

census in Iraq, as it was relevant to the number of ethnic groups in the 

country. In this census, Turkmen were openly threatened to declare 

themselves as either Arabs or Kurds. If they declared themselves 

Turkoman, they would be deported to the Saudi border and to the south of 

Iraq.  

1.7 The Iraq and Iran War 1980–1988 (The First Gulf War) 

One of the Turkmen’smost painful tragedies unfolded during the Iran–

Iraq war (1980 to 1988). While tens of thousands of young Turkmen were 

enrolled and all Turkoman reservists were called back to serve in the Iraqi 

army to fight against the Iranians, their families in Türkmeneli were 

discriminated against. Thousands of them were forcibly displaced and 

their property was confiscated under the pretext that they were opposing 

the war and were members of the outlawed ‘Da'wa’ political party! 

The Iraqi government (Ba’ath regime) used the Turkmen as a scapegoat 

during the Iraq–Iran War (the ‘First Gulf War’). Whereas Arabs and, 

especially members of the Ba’ath Party, were stationed in safe places, 

providing planning and logistical support, the Ba’ath regime  deliberately 

brought the Turkmen to the front line during the Gulf war and during the 

liberation of Kuwait. Because of these wars, thousands of Iraqi Turkmen 

lost their lives – they either were killed in battle or went missing in action. 

The Iraqi Turkmen suffered severely under the dictatorship of the 

Socialist Arab Ba’ath Party, whereas the Kurds were exempt from 

carrying out military services. 

Moreover, the 1980s saw the execution of countless Turkoman leaders 

and elders who were often falsely accused of spying for Turkey or Iran. 

During the Iran–Iraq war, Turkmen were not allowed to establish any 
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political party or to form any political or cultural organisation. The only 

party that was allowed to function in Iraq was the Ba’ath party. 

The official combination of the assimilation policy and the decomposition 

policy against the Turkmen by Saddam Hussein’s regime successfully 

played out for years, but assimilation and decomposition would not have 

been enough to erase or eradicate the Turkish character and the language 

of the Iraqi Turkmen. 

The repressive policies of Iraqi governments were always the order of the 

day; for fear that, the Iraqi Turkmen could be as big a headache as the 

Iraqi Kurds and the Shi’aa Arabs in the South. Repressive measures by 

the Ba’ath regime were intensified or relaxed depending on the opinions 

and the relations of the Iraqi government, especially with the Iraqi Kurds. 

Moreover, in the interim constitution year, 1973, no reference was made 

to the Turkoman population in Iraq. The Ba’ath regime prohibited public 

use of the Turkish language in 1980, and the new constitution of 1990 

only states that the Iraqi people consist of Arabs and Kurds. 

1.8 The uprising of 1991 

During the Gulf war in 1991, an operation known as ‘Provide Comfort’ 

was launched by the allied forces to ensure a safe haven through an air 

exclusion zone, which prohibited Iraqi aircraft from flying north of the 

36th parallel. 

This safe haven caused the division of the Turkmen into separate 

communities in the Kurdish autonomous area and under the Iraqi 

administration. During this period, the Kurdish political party enjoyed 

unprecedented autonomy in administering their political affairs.  

However, the treatment of the Turkmen under their control illustrates a 

pattern of systematic human rights violation. Almost immediately, after 

Iraq accepted the cease-fire on 3rd March 1991, uprisings began to spread 

from dissident areas in the north and south of the country. The Shi’aa in 

Basra City and the Najaf and Karbala in southern Iraq took to the streets 

in protest against the regime. During the uprising, Suleimaniya City, 

which is a Kurdish-populated area in the north of Iraq, was the first large 

city to fall. Within a week, the Kurds controlled the Kurdish Autonomous 

Region and the nearby city of Kirkuk. In mid-February, President George 

Bush (Snr.) called on the Iraqi people and the military to take matters into 

their own hands. Despite this call to arms, promised US support never 

arrived but, instead, Iraqi helicopter gunships arrived to quell the uprising. 

Civilians and suspected activists in the revolt were arrested by the Iraqi 
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armed forces and were executed en masse; moreover, hospitals, schools, 

mosques, shrines and columns of escaping refugees were bombed and 

shelled. 

According to US intelligence, between 30,000 and 60,000 people were 

killed by Saddam Hussein’s military. The Turkoman people took the 

lion’s share of this atrocity in Altunköprü, Tuz Khormatu and Kirkuk. 

Altunköprü is a small Turkoman town located 40 km north of the 

Turkoman city of Kirkuk and the name means ‘Golden Bridge’ in the 

Turkoman language. The indigenous inhabitants of Altunköprü are 

Turkmen, but in recent years, a large number of Kurds migrated to this 

town seeking work as economic migrants, especially after the Kurdish 

rebels in 1975 were suppressed by the Iraqi regime. 

During the uprising in March 1991 against the Iraqi regime, the 

inhabitants of Altunköprü decided to leave the town after they had heard 

that Kirkuk City was retaken by the Iraqi government and that looting, 

burning property and summary execution were taking place. With the 

news of the summary executions, opposition to the Iraqi regime quickly 

spread to Altunköprü. To avoid reprisal, persecution and revenge from the 

Iraqi secret service and republican guards, the inhabitants of the town 

decided to escape and shelter in safe areas. The fleeing population from 

Altunköprü were ambushed and rounded up by the Iraqi army and the 

consequence was that all males were separated from females and the Iraqi 

armed forces and Iraqi secret service executed hundreds of Iraqi Turkmen 

and Kurds on the spot. It was two weeks after this despicable crime 

against the civilian people before the dead bodies were allowed to be 

removed and buried by their families. The Iraqi government then 

confiscated the properties of these martyrs. The dead were buried in a 

mass grave in Altunköprü. 

In the meantime, during 1991, the people in Tuz Khormatu also rose up 

against the Ba’ath regime. The consequence of this uprising was the 

occupation of the city of Tuz Khormatu by the Kurdish militia for a short 

period. During the occupation of Tuz Khormatu by the Kurds, the 

Turkmen carried arms and fought vigorously against Saddam’s army 

alongside the Kurdish rebels. However, the Turkmen paid a very high 

price for their participation in the uprising when the Kurdish leadership 

made a secret deal with the Iraqi government (Ba’ath regime) by 

withdrawing their forces from Tuz Khormatu so as not to be attacked by 

the Iraqi armed forces. The deal between the Kurds and the Ba’ath regime 

was carried out secretly and without the knowledge of the Turkmen, and 
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this led to the Kurdish militia withdrawing from the city of Tuz Khormatu 

in the middle of the night, leaving the Turkmen to suffer the 

consequences. After the Kurdish militia withdrew from Tuz Khormatu, 

the Iraqi army entered the city but they faced a vicious resistance and a 

street war commenced in the district. 

The fighting between the opposition and government forces lasted for 

several hours and some of the opposition fighters withdrew their limited 

resources and headed to the mountains surrounding Tuz Khormatu, while 

the remaining fighters melted away into the city’s houses. While the 

fighters headed towards the mountains, military helicopters attacked 

them. In the meantime, the Iraqi army and security forces entered the 

district of Tuz Khormatu and large numbers of fighters were arrested and 

executed on the spot by Iraqi security forces under the pretext of helping 

the Kurdish rebels or fighting against the Iraqi government. 

The Turkoman people in Tuz Khormatu suffered from neglect and 

persecution through ethnic and sectarian division by the former 

totalitarian regime, which itself had executed hundreds of young people 

and imprisoned many of its children in the early 1980s.  

Nevertheless, as part of the Iraqi government’s regime of legalising its 

ethnic cleansing policies, on 6 September 2001, in an unprecedented move, 

it passed resolution number 199, giving all non-Arab Iraqis over 18 the 

right to change their ethnic identity to that of Arab.  Such legislation is 

contrary to all the principles of human rights and was politically motivated. 

The Ba’ath council banned Turkmen from acquiring real estate in Kirkuk, 

with its resolution number 434, dated 11th September 1989 and its 

resolution number 418, dated 8 April 1984. Turkmen who owned arable 

land were deported to the southern regions by force. In the 1987 national 

census in Iraq, Turkmen were openly threatened to declare themselves as 

either Arabs or Kurds. If they declared themselves Turks, they would be 

deported to South Iraq. 

1.9 Occupation era 2003 

After the toppling of Saddam Hussein in 2003, hundreds of Kurdish 

militia poured into the Turkoman city of Kirkuk. The Kurdish militia 

ransacked the municipality buildings in Kirkuk, government offices, and 

military buildings. The land deeds for the Turkmen were deliberately 

taken from the Registry Office making it difficult for the Turkmen to 

establish themselves as original inhabitants of the province. Large hotels 

and a historical military barracks in the city (at that time used as a 

museum), which was built in the Ottoman era, were set alight by Kurdish 
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rebels, along with Turkoman shops and houses, including the land 

registry office.  

The invasion of Kirkuk in 2003 by the Kurdish militia was a mirror image 

of the events from 1991 during the uprising against Saddam Hussein after 

Operation Desert Storm. In addition, thousands of internally displaced 

Kurds and Turkmen were returned to Kirkuk and other Arabised regions 

to reclaim their homes and lands that had been occupied by Arabs from 

central and southern Iraq. These returnees were forcibly expelled from 

their homes by the government of Saddam Hussein during the 1980s and 

1990s.  

The majority of the returning Kurds were not originally from Kirkuk but 

were brought to Kirkuk with the help of two Kurdish parties. The 

reasoning behind this was that they wanted to change the demography the 

city and win the referendum that was planned to be carried out by 31 

December 2007 to determine whether Kirkuk could formally join the 

Kurdish administered region, an outcome that Arabs and Turkmen in 

Kirkuk staunchly opposed. However, the unresolved issue was the future 

of Kirkuk, an oil rich city in northern Iraq, which is home to a substantial 

number of Turkmen, Kurds, and Arabs. This mixture within the city made 

it a powder keg.  

However, the Turkmen, Arabs, and Chaldo Assyrians  had high 

expectations of the interim administration established after April 9, 2003. 

The Turkmen have expected to see democracy, fairness, an end to 

discrimination, the right to self-determination and an end to violence. 

Unfortunately, the opposite has occurred regarding the human rights 

situation in Iraq, in particular concerning the Iraqi Turkmen.  

The Turkmen have been subject to campaigns by the Kurds in Türkmeneli 

in an often more brutal fashion than carried out on Kurds by Saddam 

Hussein. The Kirkuk city holds strategic as well as symbolic value for the 

Iraqi people in general and for the Turkmen especially! The ocean of oil 

beneath its surface could be used to drive the economy of an independent 

Kurdistan, the ultimate goal for many Kurds. The Kurdish militia’s hope 

is to make the city of Kirkuk and its vast oil reserves part of an 

autonomous Kurdistan, whereas the Turkmen, Chaldo Assyrians, and 

Arabs are fiercely and staunchly opposing the inclusion of Kirkuk in an 

autonomous region. This is because of its strategic importance; the fight 

over the control of the province has proved to be one of the focal points of 

the conflict in northern Iraq. Kurdish control over Kirkuk could fuel 
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Kurdish nationalism in the region and undermine the rights of Turkmen, 

Arabs and Chaldo Assyrians residents in Kirkuk. 

Kirkuk itself has become almost synonymous with the abusive 

Kurdification campaign, which illustrates the persistency of the designs 

that the Kurds have on Kirkuk. The fate of the city of Kirkuk has been 

one of the thorniest issues of Iraq's constitutional process. Under Article 

140 of the document ratified by Iraqis on 15 Oct. 2005, a referendum on 

the status of Kirkuk was to be implemented in the province no later than 

31 Dec. 2007. This was to happen only after the Iraqi government had 

taken measures to repatriate former Arabs residents, resettle Turkmen and 

Kurds or compensate them, implement normalization and carry out the 

census in Kirkuk.  

After the toppling of Saddam Hussein’s regime, the Kurds intensified 

their Kurdification campaign in the city of Kirkuk. The Kurdish officials 

working at the administration of the Kirkuk Municipality confiscated real 

estate and lands belonging to the town administration and granted them to 

ethnic Kurds who were newly arrived in Kirkuk and who were not 

originally from the town. However, throughout Kirkuk and across 

hundreds of remote farming villages, the Kurdish political parties did the 

job themselves.  

The PUK had openly provided $5,000 to each repatriated Kurdish family. 

Tens of thousands of Kurds resettled in the city and surrounding villages 

after the toppling of the Saddam Hussein regime, many with the help of 

both Kurdish parties.  

The Iraqi Kurds attempted by various methods to eliminate Turkoman 

identity, especially those from Kirkuk City, in order to dilute them into 

Kurdish society. The economic, political, and cultural aspects for the 

Turkmen completely changed when the Kurds brought over 600,000 

Kurds to city of Kirkuk. This was clearly organised and orchestrated by 

both Kurdish parties in order to change the demography of Kirkuk. The 

Kurdish parties encouraged and offered financial support to all Kurdish 

families that were brought from outside Kirkuk. The demographic 

structure of Kirkuk have changed seriously and distorted as Kurds, 

backed by armed Peshmerga forces, migrated into the city in large groups 

claiming to be original residents.  

This scandal was discovered and denounced by the Swedish Migration 

Minister, Mr. Tobias Billstrom in February 2007 when it was discovered 

that the Iraqi Ambassador to Sweden, a Kurd and named Ahmed Bamarni, 
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had been issuing Iraqi passports to non-Iraqi Kurds from Syria, Iran, 

Turkey and Lebanon. 

It was identified by the Swedish authorities that the Iraqi embassy in 

Sweden alone had issued twenty-six thousand passports to non-Iraqis and 

that all of these passport holders were supposed to have been born in 

Kirkuk. 

Consequently, thousands of internally displaced Kurds and Turkmen 

returned to Kirkuk and other Arabised regions to reclaim their homes and 

lands, which had been occupied by Arabs from central and southern Iraq. 

These returnees were forcibly expelled from their homes by the 

government of Saddam Hussein during the 1980s and 1990s. Mr. Barzani 

declared that 250,000 Kurds, including Turkmen, were expelled from 

Kirkuk while in fact and according to the Ration Card Data Base 

(considered by the United Nations to be a reliable source for information 

on the Iraqi population); some 12,000 inhabitants were expelled from 

Kirkuk under the previous regime, one third being Turkmen. 

On 10 April 2003, Kirkuk had 810,000 inhabitants and today, four years 

after the occupation of Kirkuk by the Kurdish militia and the massive 

influx of Kurds to Kirkuk, the population of Kirkuk is over 1.5 million 

inhabitants; all newcomers are Kurds. The majority of the returning Kurds 

were not originally from Kirkuk but had been brought in to help win the 

referendum of December 2007 to determine whether Kirkuk could 

formally join the Kurdish administered region. 

The Kurdish militia insisted that the constitution required a referendum 

by December 2007 to determine whether Kirkuk could formally join the 

Kurdish administration region. The Arabs and Turkmen in Kirkuk 

staunchly opposed this because the demography of the city had changed 

so dramatically in favor of the Kurds. In addition to this, a true 

referendum result was going to be nigh on impossible considering that the 

country was under occupation, there was lack of the security and stability, 

and that specific groups had forced this legislation on the Iraqis.  

James Baker & Lee Hamilton [6] called for a major delay to the 

constitutional referendum on the grounds because holding a census could 

                                                        
6 Recommendation 30 Kirkuk “Given the very dangerous situation in Kirkuk, 

international arbitration is necessary to avert communal violence.  Forces of Kurdish, 

Arab, and Turkmen populations could make it a powder keg. A referendum on the future 

of Kirkuk (as required by the Iraqi Constitution before the end of 2007) would be 

explosive and should be delayed. This issue should be placed on the agenda of the 

International Iraq Support Group as part of the New Diplomatic Offensive.” 
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lead to regional conflict. The risks of further violence sparked by a 

referendum were great and potentially explosive, with the possibility of 

violent clashes among the ethnic groups and even a civil war across Iraq. 

Not only could this lead to the disintegration of Iraq but there was also the 

great possibility that Iran, Syria and Turkey would have sought 

intervention and involvement. The Turkish Republic in particular - which 

has always attributed a high importance to independence and liberty 

throughout its history - was conscious of the need to preserve and 

maintain its capability of protecting its sovereign rights, its territorial 

integrity, the stability in the region and its national and international 

interests. Any clashes in Kirkuk would have provoked the Turkish 

government into some form of action.  

The Iraqi Study Group Report on the Kirkuk issue, submitted by James 

Baker and Lee Hamilton, was considered by the Turkmen to be a realistic, 

constructive, well-structured and comprehensive document that covered 

all aspects that related to Iraqi issues and provided new hope for the 

future of Iraq. It was of the upmost importance that the status of Kirkuk 

should be delayed: quoted in Page Number 45, Recommendation 30 on 

the Iraq Study Group Report (James A. Baker, III and Lee H. Hamilton, 

2007).[7] Reference should also be made to Page 19 of the same report 

for further corroboration of this point. 

1.10 The New Iraqi Constitution 

Mainly the Kurds and the foreign military occupation forces wrote the 

new Iraqi constitution, which was established after the toppling of the 

Saddam Hussein regime. Article 140 imposed by the Kurds and which 

was added at the last minute to the New Constitution.  

Article 140: The article dealt with very important and sensitive issues, not 

only for the Turkmen of Iraq but also for all Iraqis, except perhaps for the 

Kurdish minority who wrote it with their foreign consultants to suit their 

own special agenda and self-interest. To the Kurds, this article would help 

them to facilitate the kidnapping of Kirkuk, its annexation to the Kurdish 

Autonomous Region, and give them legal means by which they could 

                                                        
7 “Another key unresolved issue is the future of Kirkuk, an oil-rich city in northern Iraq 

that is home to substantial numbers of Kurds, Arabs, and Turkmen. The Kurds insisted 

that the constitution require a popular referendum by December 2007 to determine 

whether Kirkuk can formally join the Kurdish administered region, an outcome that 

Arabs and Turkmen in Kirkuk staunchly oppose. The risks of further violence sparked 

by a Kirkuk referendum are great.” 
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seize control of the huge oil wealth of this historical Iraqi Turkmen city; 

the Turkmen’s capital city and main cultural centre for at least the past 

900 years. 

One of the anomalies of article 140 of the New Permanent Iraqi 

Constitution is that it imposed a fixed time limit for its implementation, 

stating that it must be completed before 31 December 2007. Furthermore, 

article 140 deals with the normalization process of the Kirkuk 

governership, a process which consists of three major steps, each one with 

its own time limit:- 

1- The return to Kirkuk of all its forcefully displayed inhabitants by 

the Ba’ath Regime during the Arabisation processes of the 

province by the regime, and the reoccupation of their confiscated 

lands and properties to be completed before 31 March 2007. 

2- A new population census for the original population of the 

province to be held before 31 August 2007. 

3- A referendum to decide whether Kirkuk should be attached to the 

Kurdish Autonomous Region, or not, to be voted before 31 

December 2007. 

This supposedly New Permanent Constitution with its imposed time 

limits was unheard of: it was a Kurdish innovation in the Iraqi 

Constitution. Kirkuk itself had become almost synonymous with the 

abusive Kurdification campaign, illustrating the persistency of the Kurds 

in their designs on Kirkuk.  

The 140th article expired on 31 Dec.2007 and, according to the Iraqi 

constitution that was established after the fall of the Saddam Hussein 

regime, article 140 could not be modified or extended since it had a fixed 

time limit for its implementation, stating that it must be completed before 

31 December 2007. Therefore, at the end of 2007, it automatically 

expired and lost its constitutional validity.  

The Iraqi constitution also clearly stated that any extension or amendment 

on the article needed the approval of two-thirds of the Iraqi parliament’s 

members and the approval of the public in the form of a referendum. It 

appeared to be dead in the water. 

Unfortunately, however, the UN representative in Erbil, Staffan de 

Mistura, recommended extending the expiry date of article 140 for a 

further six months; this happened was after he had taken up an invitation 

to attend the Kurdish parliament. Turkmen considered his suggestion 
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unwise and biased, since he had failed to pay any attention to the Iraqi 

Constitution. 

He had, in fact, bent to the pressure that was applied on him by the both 

Kurdish parties in northern Iraq, but the Prime Minister of Iraq, Nuri al-

Maliki did not support the initiative because he stated that any extension 

after the time limit was unconstitutional. 

The Turkoman public thought it would be more beneficial for the UN to 

open an office in Kirkuk city instead of opening an office Erbil city in 

northern Iraq. This would enable the UN to listen to the suggestions, 

demands and complaints of the ethnic groups in Kirkuk rather than 

issuing generalized and irrational edicts.  

In addition, the UN representative was not entitled to change, extend or 

even modify any article within the Iraqi constitution. Iraq is sovereign 

country and not under a UN mandate, therefore he should have consulted 

with his main office and with the people of Kirkuk before tabling his 

motion. The suggestion of Stephan de Mistura was totally opposed by the 

Turkmen. The Iraqi TurkomanFront leader, S. Ergerj, met with Stephan 

de Mistura regarding his statements and expressed his deepest concern 

about the extension of the Article 140. Furthermore, other Turkoman 

political parties condemned the action.  

1.11  The attack on the Iraqi Turkmen front in Kirkuk 

In the middle of July 2008, the Iraq's parliament reached an agreement on 

the Provincial Council Election Law, particularly with regard to 

Paragraph 24 of the law, which deals with the election mechanism in the 

Kirkuk Governorate. The postponement of the elections and adaptation of 

the division of Kirkuk to the three constituencies that include the 

proportion of 32 % for Arabs, Kurds, and Turkmen and 4% for Assyrians. 

Turkmen, Arab and Assyrians proposed equal distribution of provincial 

council seats in the Kirkuk region - which is outside the Kurdish 

territory. This was vetoed by President Jalal Talabani and his deputy, 

Adel Abdul Mahdi. 

Before the voting, the Kurds rejected secret ballot whereas the opposition 

had requested a secret ballot and the members of the Iraqi parliament 

voted open and secret voting. The majority of members have decided for 

secret voting and the deputy parliamentary speaker Khalid al-Attiyah, a 

Shiite, said the secret ballot was unconstitutional and accused the 

lawmakers of "arm-twisting."  
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On 22 July 2008, decision was made by 127 Iraqi members of parliament 

they voted in favour of the Provincial Council Election Law, particularly 

with regard to Paragraph 24 of the law, which deals with the election 

mechanism in the Kirkuk Governorate. The distribution of power that 

included the proportion of 32 % for Arabs, Kurds, and Turkmen and 4% 

for Assyrians.  

The security of the town shall be controlled by the central government 

rather than the current military forces that are stationed in the town. The 

security forces that are linked to the political parties have to leave. 

The bill was approved by 127 out of 140 deputies that attended the 

meeting and 10 of those members decided not to vote. Two of them 

decided to vote against and one MP submitted a blank ballot paper but the 

Iraq's parliament still passed the law. The Kurds, along with the two 

deputy parliamentary speakers, walked out of the chamber after 

lawmakers decided to hold a secret ballot on a power-sharing item in the 

law for the disputed, oil-rich city of Kirkuk. This was vetoed by President 

Jalal Talabani and his deputy, Adel Abdul Mahdi. 

On the 27
th

 of July 2008 the secret police that are linked to both Kurdish 

parties distributed leaflets informing the people of Kirkuk, especially the 

Turkmen to participate in a protest that had been organized by the Kurds 

against the adoption of the law of elections for provincial assemblies 

causing a postponement of elections in the city for an indefinite period. In 

addition, the Kurdish police whom accompanied  the Kurdish Assayish 

informed the Turkmen shop owners to close their shops and anyone who 

opened his shop would be subjected to punishment and his shop will be 

ransacked. The Kurdish Assayish separated roamers that all the 

governmental buildings would be close and the Kurdish directors in 

Kirkuk informed the Turkoman employees not to attend to work and 

anyone failing to do so he/she will be punished and his wages will be cut. 

As the result of this, the Turkoman population in the Kirkuk was 

extremely worried and concerned as this event reminded the Turkmen of 

the Kurdish massacre of the Turkmen in 1959, when Turkmen were 

burned and killed. Some were attached to ropes and pulled behind cars in 

the mains street of Kirkuk by the Kurds and some communist party 

members. As a result, panic among the Turkoman population in Kirkuk 

caused them to approach the Turkoman member of the Kirkuk governing 

council Mr. Hassan Turan and Turkoman Chief of Police Burhan Tayip, 

asking for advice and help.  
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Therefore, on 27 July both Mr. Hassan Turan approached the Kirkuk 

governor Mr. Mustafa Abdullrahman who is a Kurd. After a lengthy 

meeting and discussion with him on this subject, Mr. Mustafa 

Abdullrahman acknowledged to Mr. Hassan Tuan that a Kurdish protest 

has been organized and he assured Mr. Hassan Turan that all the 

government offices shall be opened and participation in the demonstration 

is not compulsory.  

But on the afternoon and evening of the 27
th

 of July Mr. Hassan Turan 

and Turkoman Chief Police in Kirkuk Mr. Burhan Tayip and also Turhan 

Abdurrahman appeared on Türkmeneli TV advising the worried 

Turkoman population about the demonstration, what they have to do, 

measures that are needed to be taken and both advised the Turkoman 

citizens to carry out their normal business. Shopkeepers are free to open 

their shops, all governmental offices would open, and no one should be 

forced to participate in this demonstration. He also mentioned that the 

Kurds have the right to demonstrate in order to express their protest. Both 

advised the population to be calm and avoid any provocation that might 

be implemented by the other side (which he meant by the Kurds). 

In the meantime, the Kirkuk governor Mr., Mustafa Abdullrahman who is 

a Kurd never appeared on the TV or on radio to assure the population in 

Kirkuk this is going to be a Kurdish demonstration and no one is forced to 

attend this protest. Whereas the Kurdish directors for many government 

offices have openly threatened Turkmen’s staff, their salaries will be cut 

if they do not participate in the protest. The Kurdish police have 

threatened the shopkeepers to close their shops and any shop that opens 

will be looted and destroyed. 

In the meantime on 27 July, mini bus drivers owned by the Turkmen 

reported that the Kurdish police had forcedly taken their car disc and 

certificate of Insurance and they were informed this would be returned 

when these drivers transport the Kurdish demonstrators to the meeting 

point free of charge. 

On 28 July, prior to the demonstration the local government in Kirkuk 

and Kurdish-led personnel of the two Kurdish parties blocked all road 

access that lead to government works places. They set up various 

checking point in order to prevent the people from going to their work. 

The shopkeepers were forced to close their shops and Kurdish director in 

various governmental offices locked the main doors to prevent the people 

from attending their work place and forced the employees to participate in 

the demonstration. 
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At about 9.00am, approximately three thousand Kurdish protesters 

gathered near Turkoman Castel (Qelat) Kirkuk) as a meeting point to 

commence their protest towards the Kirkuk governing in order to show 

their anger and to condemn the adoption of the law of elections for 

provincial assemblies and causing a postponement of elections in the city 

for an indefinite period by the Iraqi government.  

Since the security of the town is controlled by both the US forces and the 

police in Kirkuk, thus they were obliged to guarantee the safety and 

security for the people in Kirkuk, but it was negligence on behalf of the 

US forces for granting permission for the Kurdish protest to go ahead and 

especially allowing the Kurdish protestors to pass through a routes that 

are mainly Turkoman neighborhood, This protest was designed by the 

Kurds to show their mussels and to provoke the Turkoman population in 

the town. Nevertheless, the demonstration commenced from Kirkuk 

Kalesi toward the Kirkuk governing office to demand the holding of 

elections and the application of Article 140 for the normalization of the 

situation in the province. 

According to the eyewitness, Kurdish demonstrators, Kurdish police 

wearing civil clothes were brought from outside of the Turkoman city of 

Kirkuk such as Erbil and Suleimaniya by mini buses, private cars and 

police cars. This was to mislead the media and to show the world that the 

overwhelming population of Kirkuk was refusing the decision of the Iraqi 

central government towards the adoption of the law of elections for 

provincial assemblies causing a postponement of elections in the city for 

an indefinite period.  

The Kurdish demonstrators prior the demonstration were seen carrying 

automatic weapons, pistols, iron bars, baseball bats and Kurdish flags. 

The protestors were escorted and protected by the local police forces that 

mainly consist of Kurds and Kurdish secret service police who are known 

as Assayish. 

The Kurdish protestors walked through the street of Kirkuk chanting 

patriotic songs and provocation slogans against the Arabs and the 

Turkmen. At approximately 11am on the 28/7/2008 at the “Nafura” 

fountain area opposite to the Kirkuk governership, an explosion occurred, 

and according to the Kurdish police, the explosion was caused by a 

female suicide bomber. Killing at least 22 and injuring at least 120 while 

the Kurdish were demonstrating but no one claimed responsibility for the 

bombing, which bore the hallmarks of Sunni Arab extremists. 

Nonetheless, many in the crowd blamed Kurds extremists for the attack.  
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After the explosion, the Kurdish guards started to open fire, shooting into 

the air as “Najat Hassam, a senior member of the Kurdistan Democratic 

Party (KDP), quoted by AFP as saying.” More people responded to the 

gunfire with heavy shooting. The rumors in the towns was that the 

Kurdish police carried out this attack in order to create chaos, instability 

and to show the world that they are the victims but the more realistic 

reason was that to create a civil war thus the Kurdish militia would have a 

good reason to enter the town with large numbers of Kurdish militia.  

However, within a few minutes, rumors and misleading information was 

started by the Kurdish police stating, the Turkmen caused the explosion. 

The Kurdish Assayish started directing the protestors to attack the 

Turkoman targets in the city of Kirkuk. Elsewhere, the media started 

broadcasting Kurdish news claiming that the Iraqi Turkmen Front (ITF) 

guards opened fire on the Kurdish demonstrators and that the Kurdish 

demonstrators defended themselves by replying back. 

The protesters attacked the headquarters of the ITF party headquarters, 

the head quarter of the political prisoners and families of martyrs, 

Sunober Hotel, Turkoman shops and Turkoman properties. However, the 

most striking thing was that the Türkmeneli TV Station was attacked and 

its content was burnt prior to the blast. 

The ITF head office is approximately a distance of one kilometer away 

from the site of the blast and the ITF headquarters is located in a 

residential area and not on the main street as was stated by the Kurdish 

media. 

A large number of Kurdish armed demonstrators escorted with Kurdish 

police opened heavy fire to the Turkmen guards whom were guarding the 

building, which resulted in injury to one of the guards, including the head 

of the security personnel. They set ablaze to their vehicles; the 

demonstrators later attacked Turkoman properties and then set a light to 

the cars and properties of the Turkoman people. Then the Kurdish 

Assayish burst into the ITF office, burnt it contents, and cause a 

tremendous damages to the building and its contents. Then the Kurdish 

secret police kidnapped five Turkoman guards including the injured 

person. 



38 
 

 

Figure 1 Turkoman properties attacked by the Kurds 

One of the ITF guards was wounded and after they ran out of 

ammunition, no help arrived from the police. Then the Kurdish secret 

police and the armed demonstrators stormed the ITF building. The 

Kurdish Assayish took the five Turkoman guards including the injured 

guard to the undisclosed location. 

Then the content of the Iraqi ITF building was ransacked and its content 

was set on the fire. Staff cars and ITF cars were set on fire and all this 

happened in the presence of the local Kirkuk police whom are mainly 

Kurds. All these atrocities occurred in the front of the eyes of the US 

forces and local police. The police forces in Kirkuk did not take any 

action against the protesters but kept watching them. 

 

Figure 2 ITF in Kirkuk attacked by Kurdish militia 
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Figure 3 Turkoman properties attacked by the Kurds 

 

Figure 4 ITF in Kirkuk attacked by Kurdish militia 

However, the most interesting thing was that after the explosion Mr. 

Yahya Albarzenchi, of Kurdish origin, a Cameraman working for 

Associated Press was taking images for the Kurdish protestors who are 

attacking the Turkmen, but unfortunately, the protestors thought that Mr. 

Yahiya Albarzenchi was a Turkoman citizen working for the Türkmeneli 

TV station as a Cameraman. He was immediately attacked by the Kurdish 

crowds with fists, sticks, iron bars and was kicked variously while he was 

lying on the ground unconscious. The footage of the attack on the Mr. 

Yahya Albarzenchi the cameraman working for Associated Press was 

shown frequently on the Türkmeneli TV Satellite on 30 July 2008. The 

Türkmeneli TV showed how the Kurdish mobs had beaten Mr. Yahya 
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Albarzenchi even when he was unconscious on the ground. Nevertheless, 

prior to this film footage the Kurdish police announced that the Mr. 

Yahya Albarzenchi was among the dead during the blast. 

After the explosion, the Kurdish police had set up a checkpoint on the 

road that leads into and out of Kirkuk. Cars were stopped and searched. 

Turkoman individuals were taken out of the car and attacked, beaten, 

abused and their car was smashed before leaving the checkpoint. The 

attack on the Turkmen was widely condemned by Iraqi politicians, civil 

organizations and Turkoman organizations but the most striking thing was 

that Kirkuk governor and Iraqi president Jalal Talabani both of whom are 

Kurds did not condemn the attack on the Turkmen in Kirkuk.  

 

Figure 5 Turkoman properties attacked by the Kurds 

 
Figure 6 Turkoman properties attacked by the Kurds 
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The problem of Kirkuk is not a constitutional one but lies in the 

ambiguity of Article 140. According to article 140 of Iraqi constitution, 

the problem of the disputed areas, notably the oil-rich province of 

Kirkuk, addressed three stages of a normalization and then to conduct a 

census among the population, followed by a referendum on the fate of 

areas which will decide whether Kirkuk will join the Conservatives or 

the Kurdistan region. It was supposed to accomplish those stages during 

a maximum period up to 31 December 2007, a deadline that was 

extended by the united nation representative without the approval of the 

central government for six months ending on June 30. 

 

Figure 7 Turkoman properties attacked by the Kurds 

Nevertheless, the Kurdish Brotherhood List at the Kirkuk Governorate 

Council held an extraordinary meeting on the 31/7/2008. The 24 members 

of the 41-member of the Kirkuk Governorate Council presented a request 

to the Kurdistan Region Government and the Iraqi parliament to make the 

governorate part of Kurdistan Region as they believe that Article 140 of 

the Constitution has not been implemented and that Article 24 of the 

Provincial Council Election Draft Law does not meet their ambitions.  

Whereas the Turkmen and Arabs regarded this extraordinary session as 

illegal. Also the Turkoman leadership has requested to replace the 

Kurdish police in Kirkuk with army forces from central and southern Iraq, 

the postponement of the elections and adaptation of the division of Kirkuk 

to the three constituencies include the proportion of 32 % for both Arabs 

and Kurds and Turkmen and 4% for Assyrians 
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In the meantime, on the 31/7/2008, a statement by the Turkish Foreign 

Ministry was released regarding the issue of Kirkuk, which stated that the 

Turkish Foreign Ministry were concerned and were deeply alarmed about 

the demand by some members of the governorate of Kirkuk, regarding a 

Kurdish list to join the Northern Department. The Turkish Ministry of 

Foreign affairs said in a statement: ‘We in Turkey express our deep 

concern on what we see and what happened in the governorate of Kirkuk, 

where some members agreed to join the Council in Kirkuk to the north of 

Iraq and Turkey's position on Kirkuk would not have ever changed in the 

present and future and the Arab and Turkmen called this move by the 

Kurd as a provocation’. [8]  

                                                        
8 http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2008-07/28/content_8828848.htm 
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Chapter Two 

 

2.1 Squatting in government properties  

After the fall of the Saddam Hussein regime in 2003, both Kurdish parties 

brought over 600,000 Kurds from outside the region of Kirkuk city (Iran, 

Turkey and Syria) to settle in Kirkuk. The new Kurdish arrivals squatted 

in the governmental and high-ranking Ba’ath party members’ houses that 

were deserted after the fall of the Ba’ath regime. The squatters also were 

given original Iraqi identity cards, passports and registered identities 

showing them as being residents of Kirkuk.  

 
Figure.8 the Kurdish Paramilitary militia occupying the building of the Officers’ club in 

Kirkuk, Türkmeneli. Photo by Mofak Salman Kerkuklu 

   
Figure.9 the Kirkuk football stadium is filled with Kurds brought from outside Kirkuk 

by the Kurdish Paramilitary in order to change the demography of the city. 
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Figure.10 the Kirkuk football stadium is filled with Kurds brought from outside Kirkuk 
by the Kurdish Paramilitary in order to change the demography of the city. 

               Figure.11 Turkmen and government lands, confiscated by the Kurds 

Figure.12 provocations of the Turkmen by raising a Kurdish flag on the 

Turkoman properties. 
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2.2 Establishing puppet parties 

In order to suppress the Turkoman voice in northern Iraq, the Kurdish 

militia established several puppet Turkoman parties to serve their own 

purpose, headed by such people as Waleed Sherka, Abdul Kadir 

Bazergan, Urfan Kirkuki (Urfan Suleimaniya), and Seyfadin Demirci. All 

the Turkoman parties, which were established by the Kurdish militia, 

were of Kurdish origin and worked for the Kurdish party. All their 

bodyguards were from the Kurdish militia. The Turkoman parties 

established by the Kurds were designed to divide the Turkoman people 

and were used to smear the name of the Turkmen. The supporters of these 

parties among the Turkmen were almost negligible and they were not the 

real representatives of the Turkmen. Nevertheless, the Kurdish militia 

gave these puppet parties tremendous financial support and they were 

placed into various high-ranking governmental positions in the Kurdish 

control region. They were used as puppets in the hands of the Kurdish 

militia and as bargaining tools against the Turkmen.  

2.3 Using false identities 

After the toppling the Saddam Hussein regime, the Iranian Kurds, Syrian 

Kurds, Turkish Kurds and Kurds from North of Iraq returned to Kirkuk 

with the help of the Iraqi Kurdish Militia by using false identification. 

The armed paramilitary arranged fake IDs and passports in order to prove 

that they were residents of Kirkuk. Kurdish women were also brought 

from the Kurdish town of Suleimaniya to give birth in Kirkuk hospital in 

order to have a Kirkuk birth certificate.  

During the occupation of Kirkuk, there was an atmosphere of complete 

confusion and chaos after the Kurdish Paramilitary looted government 

offices, including the crucial Land Registry offices. In addition to this, on 

31
st
 of January 2007 Iraq’s ambassador to Sweden was called to the 

Foreign Ministry amid reports that the embassy in Stockholm had issued 

some 26,000 passports on false grounds. The ministry invited the Iraqi 

ambassador to explain the situation, with the Swedish ministry 

representative, Andre Mkandawire, stressing that the ambassador had not 

been "summoned." 

The Swedish free daily newspaper, Metro, reported that the embassy had 

issued some 26,000 passports in the past two years without carrying out 

sufficiently rigorous identity checks. The Swedish Migration Board 

officials said that they had information that people from Syria, Iran, 

Turkey and Lebanon were being told that they could apply for Iraqi 

passports at the Iraqi Embassy in Stockholm. Iraqi passports were issued 
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to asylum seekers in Sweden and Norway through the Kurdish personnel 

who were working in the Iraqi embassy and a claim that was corroborated 

by the Swedish immigration minister. [9]  

The Norwegian newspaper, Aftenbustin, stated that the Iraqi Embassy, 

“issued passports revision R based on forged passport revision S because 

they do not have the resources for checking the authenticity and accuracy 

of the revision S to obtain a passport for travel.” 

However, the Swedish Migration Board spokesperson, Bengt Hilster, 

stated, “We knew for a long time that the Iraqi embassy issued passports 

at revision T. Travellers come in with the forged passport S, but what can 

we do? We put this question to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. They 

know about this. We have information in numerous reports. Sources 

added that the Swedish Migration Board had received several 

notifications through 2005 and 2006 confirmed that the people of Iran, 

Turkey, Lebanon and Syria were able to obtain passports (Revision M 

and Revision N) from the Iraqi embassy”. In addition, Mr. Gustave Lindh, 

Minister Plenipotentiary for Justice, said, “The apportionment was aware 

of the problem about a month ago and the Foreign Ministry summoned 

the Iraqi ambassador about the matter on Wednesday, February 2007.” 

Nevertheless, the Iraqi Ambassador in Sweden sold passports for an 

equivalent of $500 each for Iraqi people without proof of identity or other 

revision S, and $600 each for non-Iraqis; also without the need to submit 

other documents. The ambassador’s objective was to make money by 

selling these passports and to use the Kurds of Syria, Lebanon, Turkey 

and Iraq to vote for the Kurdish parties during the election and to vote at 

the referendum on 31 December 2007.  

The chaos, lack of security, corruption, lack of organization and weak 

central government in Iraq led to an abuse of power in various Iraqi 

Embassies. Although summoned to the Swedish Foreign Office, the Iraqi 

Kurdish ambassador was not deported for embezzlement and 

discrimination. In addition, there were thousands of genuine Iraqis in 

various countries that attempted to get an Iraqi passport but without 

success. [10] It is also alleged by Sheren Hashem Aqrawi, a Kurdish 

engineer living in Germany and a researcher in Human Rights in the 

                                                        
9 http://www.dailystar.com.lb Sweden wants answers in Iraqi passport debacle’ by 

Agency France Press (AFP), Thursday, February 01, 2007, STOCKHOLM 
10 http://www.bizturkmeniz.com/ar/index.htm, Jamal Muhammad Taqi, 1/2/2007, Seferat 

alraq khayir min yomethil hukumet altazweer and altadmeer 
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European Union, that this organised cheating was repeated in the 

Viennese Iraqi Embassy. 

2.4 Looting of deeds and the land registry office 

After the fall of Kirkuk, almost all the government buildings and offices 

were attacked, robbed and burnt by the Kurdish paramilitary and all their 

contents looted. In addition, large numbers of the private sector were 

robbed and vandalized by the Kurdish militias. Hundreds of pickups, 

buses, taxis and dump trucks full of cheering Kurds sped down the road 

from the city of Erbil and Suleimaniya that were under the control of the 

Kurds to Kirkuk. On the other side of the road, there was a similar 

procession away from Kirkuk, and these cars/vans were loaded with 

looted goods from Kirkuk. 

 

Figure.13 images Kirkuk, Northern Iraq – Kurdish children wearing green band on his 

head (KDP party) looting a drinks factory in Kirkuk April 11 2003 as looters ransack the 
city as fallen into chaos as the Us 173rd Airborne division move in Photo Patrick Barth 

 

Figure.14 Kurdish fighters and Kurdish man wearing traditional Kurdish dress (Sherwal) 
and others loot an Iraqi army storage building, carrying off sacks of rice, on the outskirts 
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of the town of Kirkuk, Friday, April 11, 2003. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong) © 2003 The 

Associated Press. 

The Kurdish paramilitaries were aided by advanced U.S. Special Forces 

in taking the city of Kirkuk and took control after Iraq’s military 

personnel withdrew; the Kurds took thousands of all types of government 

vehicles; luxury cars, buses and shuffles. A large number of private cars 

were stolen from private houses in the presence of their owners. The 

public were frightened to drive their cars with the car registration number 

attached to it. The car owners were more vulnerable and susceptible to 

being stopped, attacked and the cars taken away from them at gunpoint. 

Thousands of Iraqi heavy goods vehicles, trucks, ambulances and 

governmental cars were taken away, dismantled, and sold as spare parts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure.15 Kurdish Paramilitary (Peshmerga) and Kurdish man wearing traditional 
Kurdish dress (Sherwal) and others seen carrying off piles of looted governmental 

revision S from the registrar’s office, on the outskirts of the town of Kirkuk 

Furniture, and even the high voltage transformers and pillions, were 

removed, dismantled and sold as scrap. Water pipes of some buildings 

were removed too. Days after seizing control of Kirkuk, the Kurdish 

militia forced Arabs out of their homes in outlying villages into wheat 

fields that became hastily erected camps. The Kurdish militia used 

excessive force and threats, as happened at the al-Muntasir village near 

Kirkuk, and emptied the Arab villages. Houses were ransacked. In one of 

the villages, Sa’ad Bin Abi Waqas in Daquq, the residents were notified 

by the Kurdish Party of Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) to leave their 

homes.  
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Figure.16 Kurdish looters carry goods April 10 2003 in Kirkuk northern Iraq 

 
Figure.17 Kurdish looters use every available means of transport to remove goods near 

Kirkuk 11/4/03. 

 
Figure.18 Kirkuk, April 11 Kurdish Looters load oil drums onto a truck from an oil 

depot near Kirkuk 2003 as fighting continues around the city. Kirkuk has fallen into 

chaos with looters ransacking the city as the US 173rd Airborne division move in Getty 
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2.5 The assassination of the general director for education  

On Tuesday 31
st
 August 2004, the general director of education, Dr. 

Ibrahim Ismail, an ethnic Turkmen, was shot several times in the head by 

attackers who sprayed his vehicle with gunfire. Dr. Ibrahim Ismail was 

killed on the main road as he was heading towards the Technological 

Institute, south of Kirkuk. Three bodyguards and two teachers 

accompanying him were also wounded. The Chief General of Police, 

Turhan Yusuf, in Kirkuk, said that six attackers in a pick-up van sprayed 

Dr. Ismail’s vehicle with gunfire.  

 

Figure.19 the Kurdish militia sprayed the car of Dr. Ibrahim Ismail with gunfire, Kirkuk, 

Türkmeneli. 

Dr. Ibrahim Ismail was an active member of the Iraqi Turkmen Front. He 

was one of the organizers that staged organized protests condemning what 

the Iraqi Turkmen Front describes as attempts by the city’s Kurdish 

community to seize Turkoman and Arab land, and to distribute them to 

the Kurdish people. He was also at the centre of a heated debate in the 

ethnically divided city over which languages should be taught in schools. 

He felt strongly that the Turkoman language should be taught alongside 

the Arabic language.  

He was strongly opposed to the Kurdish language being used as an 

official language in Kirkuk since the Kurds were not in the majority. In 

addition to this, all the Turkmen and Arabs living in the north of Iraq, in 

general, and, especially, in Kirkuk, opposed the Kurdish Paramilitary 

groups that have controlled three Northern provinces since the 1991 Gulf 

war. The Kurds, with the help of the British and U.S Forces, pressed for 
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the inclusion of Kirkuk in an autonomous Kurdish region within a federal 

Iraq.  

The Kurdish militia in Kirkuk sent threatening letters and phone calls to 

Turkoman intellectuals, directors and heads of institutes asking them to 

leave. Both Kurdish parties, the KDP and PUK, sent threatening letters to 

the Director of Education in Kirkuk, Mr. Shan Omer Mubarak, who is a 

Turkmen. In both letters, they requested him to leave the job otherwise; 

his destiny would be like the previous Director of Education in Kirkuk, 

Dr. Ibrahim Ismail who was killed by Kurdish militia.  

Mr. Shan Omer Mubarak totally refused to bow down to pressure from 

the Kurdish militia because they were appointing unqualified Kurdish 

teachers without having a proper qualification. Mr. Shan Omer Mubarak 

clearly stated, however, that he welcomed the appointment of Kurdish 

teachers in the city of Kirkuk without prejudice but on condition that they 

should not hold fake certificates. Threatening phone calls also were sent 

to the Head of the Institute of Teaching for Girls in Kirkuk, Miss A. 

Mohammed.  

 

Figure.20 threatening letters sent to the Director of Education, Mr. S. Omer 

 

Figure.21 threatening letters sent to the Director of Education, Mr. S. Omer 
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2.6 Kurdish regional government issuing fake documents 

The Kurdish militia sent several counterfeit, official documents to transfer 

Kurdish teachers to Kirkuk and this official letter, approved and signed by 

the name of the vice president of Iraq without his knowledge, attests to 

this matter (see the attached documents). [Doc.1]     

 

             Doc. Arabic (1)  

Presidential Office 

Especial Office for the Prime Minister 

Issue 379 

Date 25/8/2005 

Kirkuk Governership 

To/ the Ministry of Education, 

Due to the instruction of the Prime Minister to carry out the following 

instructions:- 
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1- To transfer all educational committees, teachers, lecture 

supervisors and education inspectors whom have been appointed 

by the regional government of Kurdistan in the cities of Erbil and 

Suleimaniya to Kirkuk. This legislation shall be distributed into 

the Government of the Autonomous Region of Kurdistan and 

Kirkuk. Moreover, the new legislation shall be implemented 

immediately. 

2. The appointment of an education inspector cannot be implemented 

without the candidate having a university degree, at least 7 years’ 

experience in education administration and a minimum 15 years’ 

service. 

 

 

Dr. Adil Abdul Mahdi 

Deputy Prime Minister 

Ministry Office 

 

 

Document English (1)  

 

 

 

 

 

The atrocities carried out by the Kurds; changing the demography of the 

Türkmeneli in general, and especially in Kirkuk City, by issuing a forgery 

document sent by the Kurdistan regional government to the Ministry of 

Education in order to change the demography of Kirkuk [Doc.2] 
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     Doc. Arabic (2)  
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Republic of Iraq 

Ministry of Education 

Ministry Office 

Issue: 5936 

Date 26/10/2005 

To /All general directorates for education 

Subject/ Implementation an official document 

According to the Document number, 1837 that was issued from 

Presidency Office dated on 9/10/2005. 

Please completely disregard the document number 379 dated on 

25/8/2005 because it is a forged document and was not issued by the 

Prime Minister.  

 

Office of Mr. Adil Abdul Mahdi 

With complements 

The General Director 

Mr. Abdul Khaliq Nasir Alamuri 

Ministry Office  

26/10/2005 

Document English (2)  

 

2.7 Human rights watch 

Human Rights Watch (HRW) indicated that the Iraqi interim government, 

which took over sovereignty from the coalition forces on 28 June 2004, 

had failed to solve the property rights issues related to ethnic groups in 

northern Iraq, thus making the region ripe for violence in the near future. 

A 78-page report, prepared by HRW, stressed the disappointment among 

Turkmen, Kurds and Assyrians living under grave conditions in the 

region.  

The HRW report mentions that the overthrowing of Iraqi leader Saddam 

Hussein was followed a Kurdification policy in an attempt to change the 

ethnic structure in northern Iraq. It should be remembered that Turkmen, 
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Kurds, and other non-Arab ethnic groups were forced away from the 

region. Because of this, Kurds who wanted to have control over the oil-

rich city, Kirkuk, continued to rush to the region. Nearly 100,000 Kurdish 

refugees set up camp around the city and more waited to enter. Both 

Kurdish leaders of the Talabani and Barzani invited Kurds to return to 

Kirkuk where they received a letter from the Iraq Patriotic Union of 

Kurdistan (PUK) and Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP), inviting them 

to return with their families. This invitation was backed up with a letter 

that promised returning Kurds US$3000, land and construction supplies. 

2.8 Vandalizing Turkoman Martyrs’ Names  

On 1 March 2005, the Turkmen martyrs’ names on the commemorating 

panel in Altunköprü  were vandalized by the Kurdish militia with spray 

paint. This action, carried out by the paramilitary militia, was designed to 

terrorize and provoke the Turkoman population. This clearly shows the 

hostility and hatred of the Kurdish paramilitary militia towards the 

Turkmen, a hatred that has previously involved Kurds in northern Iraq 

pretending they will grant Turkoman cultural rights, but never making 

good on their promises.  

   

Figure.22 the Turkoman martyrs’ names on the commemorating plaque before and after 

being vandalized in Altunköprü, Türkmeneli 
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Figure.23 Turkoman graveyards, vandalized by the Kurdish paramilitary. 

          

 

       Figure.24 These Turkoman graveyards have been vandalized by the Kurdish 
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paramilitary. 

     Figure.25 These Turkoman graveyards have been vandalized by the Kurdish 

paramilitary 

2.9 Power abuse by Kurdish Assayish 

On 15 March 2005, the Kurdish militia arrested the leader of the Iraqi 

Millie Turkmen Party, Musalla Branch, Mr. Necmettin Kasapoğlu, on his 

way to Turkey at the Zaho border gate. He was interrogated for several 

days and was released after the intervention of the Turkish government. 

What a bleak prospect for ordinary Turkoman who had been looking for 

better days under a new democratic Iraq if the Turkoman populations 

were forced to live under Kurdish control.  

On 21 March, U.S Forces and the Kurdish secret service (called Assayish) 

raided Tuz Khormatu city, which is 55 miles from Kirkuk. The raiders 

ransacked offices and religious shrines, and tore down portraits of 

religious leaders and several prominent religious Turkoman Shi’aa 

leaders were arrested. The following people were also arrested by the 

Kurdish militia; Adnan Mohammed Emeril, Sayid Aziz Sayid Kadir, 

Ayoub Ibrahim Al-Najar, Sayid Hussein Sayid Kadir and Talal Hussein 

Kuwaiti. 

This is a list of the Turkoman people in the district of Tuz Khormatu who 

were exposed to abductions for the period from 2003. [11]  

Killings and kidnappings by the various organizations against the Turkmen 

in Tuz Khormatu District after the occupation of Iraq increased 

dramatically. Herewith is a list of the names of citizens, the Turkmen who 

have been abducted and murdered in the district of Tuz Khormatu from 

2003 to the present day. The police force has not arrested, nor wants to 

arrest, the terrorists that perpetrated these crimes against humanity. This is a 

list of names of Turkmen who have been killed or abducted:-  

1. Ali Kazim Berber abducted in 2005 and then escaped from the hands of 

terrorists.  

2. Mahdi Zeynalabidin Taqi abducted in 2006 on the road to Tikrit–Tuz and 
released after payment of ransom. 

3. Semad Shaker murdered in 2006. 

4. Brother of Minister of Construction of (Jassim Mohammed Tuzlu) abducted 

and released in 2006.  

                                                        
11 http://www.bizturkmeniz.com/ar/index.htm, dated 6/1/2007, Khtitaf almuwatin 

alturkmen fi Tuz                 Khormatu 

http://www.bizturkmeniz.com/ar/index.htm
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5. Hassan Ali Kaboor; abducted and released in 2006.  

6. Ali Hashim Muhtaroğlu abducted and released in 2006 after payment of 

ransom. 

7. Imad Reza Hassan murdered in 2006.  

8. Muhammad Hayder Semeen abducted and released after payment of ransom 

in 2006. 

9. Amir Mohamed Semeen murdered in 2006. 

10. Aziz Khider Mali murdered in 2006. 

11. Mohamed Hassan Ibrahim murdered in 2006.  

12. Sulyman Majeed abducted in 2006. 

13. Mohamed Sahib abducted in 2006.  

14. Ali Akbar Zeynalabidin Chayir was abducted in 2006. 

15. Mohamed Sadoun Salih abducted in 2006 and released after payment of 
ransom. 

16. Hussein Adnan Qara Nazli abducted in 2006 and released without the 

payment. 

17. Adnan Cumae Mukhtar abducted from Yengejeh and released after payment 

of ransom,2005. 

18. Fazil Tewfik Al-Bayati abducted in 2006 and released after payment of 

ransom. 

19. Ali Shahin Nuri Asker abducted and fled from the hands of the kidnappers in 

2006.  

20. Shahin Nuri Asker abducted and released after payment of ransom in 2006. 

21. Muthir Qasim Kena abducted and released after payment of ransom in 2006. 

22. Hussein Mahdi Najar abducted and released after payment of ransom in 

2006. 

23. Ertan Mahdi Ziynalabdin Najar abducted and released after payment of 
ransom in 2006.  

24. Habib Mohamed Ali Karim abducted and released after payment of ransom 

in 2006.  

25. Muhammad Hashim on the Shahbaz abducted and released after payment of 

ransom in 2006.  

26. Talal Mustafa Fadil abducted and released after payment of ransom in 2005. 

27. Mo’ayed Fouad Sadik abducted and killed by terrorists in 2003.  
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28. Shihab Ahmed Agha killed by terrorists in 2005.  

29. Ihsan Mahdi Agha; killed in front of his home by the terrorists in 2006. 

30. Mohammed Yahiya Maruf killed in front of his home by the However 
terrorists in 2006. 

31. Mohiuddin Rashid Biyatli killed in front of his home by the terrorists in 

2006. 

32. Fahraddin Mohsen killed in front of his home by the terrorists in 2006. 

33. Hashim Abbas killed in front of his home by the terrorists in 2006.  

34. Dilshad Qasim Ziynalabdin killed in front of his home by the terrorists in 

2006. 

35. Mo’ayed Shawkat Kawther abducted and killed by terrorists in 2006.  

36. Safaa Younis Mohamed killed in front of his home by the terrorists in 2006. 

37. Hussein, Younis Mohammed killed in front of his home by the terrorists in 
2006. 

38. Ibrahim Ismail Tewfik was assassinated in Kirkuk in 2005.  

39. Ali Jamil Basherli; killed in front of his home by However terrorists in 2006. 

40. Emir of Mohamed Semeen; abducted and released after payment of ransom 

in,2006.  

41. Nooraddin Bireme abducted in 2006. 

42. Qasim Mohamed Birame abducted in 2006. 

43. Amjad Al-Hashim Nuri abducted and released after the payment of ransom 

in 2005.  

44. Ashraf Muthher Qasim killed in Tuz Khormatu uprising in 2003.  

45. Ahmed Hussein Ali killed in Tuz Khormatu uprising in 2003. 

46. Muhammad Hashim Asker killed in Tuz Khormatu uprising in 2003.  

47. Cetin Ziynalabdin killed in Tuz Khormatu uprising in, 2003. 

48. Ahmed Ramzi and Abdel Rahman killed in the Tuz Khormatu uprising in 
2003. 

49. Burhan Mohamed Ezzat killed in the bombing in 2005.  

50. Ihsan Mohamed Ezzat; killed in the bombing in 2005. 

51. Almdar Ihsan Mohamed Ezzat killed in the bombing in 2005.  

52. Abbas Said Shno killed in the bombing in 2005.  

53. Mohammad Latif killed in the bombing in 2005.  
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54. Mohamed Mahdi Abbas killed in the bombing in 2005.  

55 Murtadha Abbas killed in the bombing in 2005.  

56. Mohamed Sayed Ibrahim killed in the bombing in 2005.  

57. Mohamed Ziynalabdin Bhagwans also said killed in 2005. 

58. Mohamed Moussa Namiq Qasab killed in the bombing in 2005.  

59. Nihad Abdel-Rahman Jair killed in the bombing in 2005. 

60. Talaat Hussein Shno killed in the Casino AK Su bombing in 2006. 

61. Mohamed Saleh Hassan killed in the Casino AK Su bombing in 2006. 

62. Rajah Hédi Abbas killed in the Casino AK Su bombing in 2006. 

63. Fadil Almdar Yusuf killed in the Casino AK Su bombing in 2006. 

64. Awni Ali Samad; killed in the Casino AK Su bombing in 2006. 

65. Zeynalabdin Hussein Hassan killed in the Casino AK Su bombing, 2006. 

66. Yasar Safer Younis; killed in the Casino AK Su bombing in 2006.  

67. Imad Taqi Berber; killed in the Casino AK Su bombing in 2006.  

68. Mohamed Ahmed Rashid killed in the Casino AK Su bombing 2006.  

69. Muhammad Hayder Jaafar killed in the Casino AK Su bombing in 2006.  

70. Abbas Said Ahmed killed in the Casino AK Su bombing in 2006. 

71. Abd Al-Amir Mahdi Sadik killed in the Casino AK Su bombing in 2006.  

72. Ali Mohammad Reza killed in the Casino AK Su bombing in 2006.  

73. Qasim Asker Emeen killed in the Casino AK Su bombing in 2006.  

74. Salah Kazim Shakkour killed in the Casino AK Su bombing in 2006. 

75. Farouk Tewfik killed in the Casino AK Su bombing in 2006. 

76. Reza Karim Jair killed in the Casino AK Su bombing in 2006.  

77. Ardal Ismail Ali killed in the Casino AK Su bombing in 2006. 

78. Ahmed Abbas Biyatli killed in the Casino AK Su bombing in 2006.  

79. Fakhradin Kadir Feizollah; killed in the Casino AK Su bombing in 2006.  

80. Mustafa Rashid Mohamed killed in the Casino AK Su bombing in 2006.  

81. Asi Khaz'al Musab killed during the payment of the ransom for abductees, 

Qasim Mohamed, 2006. 

82. Umid Asi Khaz’al killed during the payment of the ransom for abductees, 
Qasim Mohamed, 2006.  
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83. Akbar Mohamed; killed during the payment of the ransom for abductees, 

Qasim Mohamed, 2006. 

84. Mohamed Talal Jihad killed during the payment of the ransom for abductees, 
Qasim  Mohamed in 2006.  

85 Ali Asker Effendi abducted in 2006. 

86. Mujahid Ismail abducted in 2006.  

87. Hani Taqqqi abducted and not released so far in 2006.  

88. Ihsan Walli Mustafa killed during the performance of duty in 2005. 

89. Murat Tahsin Walli killed during the performance of duty in 2005. 

90. Ali Moussa Ismail killed during the performance of duty in 2005. 

91. Tahsin Walli Mustafa killed during the performance of duty in 2005. 

92. Kadir Mohamed Aryan killed during the performance of duty in 2005.  

93. Sulyman Akbar killed during the performance of duty in 2005. 

94. Nabil Ahmed Ghaydan kidnapped and killed in 2006. 

95. Hussein Asker Ahmed kidnapped and killed in 2006. 

96. Adel Radwan Shakkour kidnapped and killed in 2006. 

97. Diya Nuri Ahmed kidnapped and killed in 2006. 

98. Zulfugar Abdulhussein Asker kidnapped and killed in 2006.  

99. Mohamed Zeynalabidin Asker abducted in 2006 and a ransom paid for his 

release. 

100. Abbas Shaker abducted in 2006. 

101. Adel Hussein Khalil abducted in 2006. 

102. Muhammad Qasim abducted in 2006. 

103. Mohamed Abbas Salah in 2006. 

104. Shahin Hassan Mardan killed him in front of his home in 2006. 
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2.10 The attack on al_Tasahul supermarket 

In order to force the Turkmen to leave the city of Kirkuk and to control 

the oil of the town, Kurdish militias sent text massages, letters, 

threatening phone calls and intimidating letters to Turkoman citizens in 

Kirkuk. The violent threats and kidnapping of members of families in 

order to force them to flee and leave the city became a common method 

utilized by the Kurdish militia to fulfill the Kurdish aspiration. 

Figure. 26 Al_Tasahul supermarkets after the explosion 

Turkoman business people in Northern Iraq have been harassed by the 

Kurdish police and militia and forced to pay extortionate amounts of money. 

It was made clear to these business owners that failure to pay would result in 

then being killed and their property blown up, which happened to Turkoman 

supermarket owner, al-Tasahul. The owner had refused to pay $200,000 on 

the basis that he would not bend to extortion. The day after his refusal, he 

was told by the perpetrators that his supermarket would be blown up, and 

they carried out their threat in January 2007 at 7am. Furthermore, no one 

was allowed to carry weapons in Kirkuk, only the Kurdish militia. The 

police, security and check entry points to Kirkuk were completely controlled 

by Kurdish police. 

Another act violence took place in January 2007 when a car bomb 

exploded in front of the building of Mr. Ismail Al_daqooqi, as well as 

Adil Car dealership. The power of the explosion led to the demolition of 

the entire building. The same thing has also happened at two other 

markets - Amara Atlas and Amara Alshfae that were owned by Mr. Abbas 

Amara Qalendar Al_daqooqi. This sort of intimidation and humiliation of 

the Turkoman families was designed to push the Turkmen into migrating 
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from their home area. The reasoning behind this was that a shrinking of 

the Turkoman population’s density would prevent them from voting and 

participating in the referendum that was to be held before the end of 2007. 

2.11 Police Headquarters (Quriya), Central Kirkuk 

The Turkmen have been continuously targeted after the fall of the 

Saddam Hussein regime and they were deliberately subjected to threat 

and intimidation in order to be forced out of the region. They have been 

pushed aside, disregarded and intimidated in order to halt their economic, 

cultural, political demands and rights within new Iraq.  

For instance, on 17 January 2007, a suicide bomber attacked the 

Turkoman police headquarters (Quriya) in central Kirkuk. The attack 

resulted in the death of 10 Turkmen, wounding 42 others including four 

from an associate police force. Further, on Saturday, 13 January 2007, a 

bomb exploded near the third bridge in the city of Kirkuk, which is 

mainly populated by Turkmen,, and the blast led to the serious injury of 

many Turkoman citizens.  

A car bomb also exploded in front of the Turkoman Culture and Arts 

Association, “Sari Kahya”, which is located opposite a Quriya Police 

Station. Numbers of Turkmen were killed. 

       

Figure.27 Quriya Police Station after the blast 
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Figure.28 Sari Kahya Turkoman Culture and Arts association  

   Figure.29 the damage caused by the explosion on Turkoman properties 

Figure.30 the damage caused by the explosion on Turkoman properties 
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Figure.31 the damaged caused by the explosion on Turkoman properties 

      

Figure.32 the damage caused by the explosion on Turkoman properties 

2.12  The attack on a Turkoman governing council member 

The Iraqi government established a Supreme Committee of 

Normalization, which was headed by the former Minister of Justice, 

Hashim Al-Shebli. The main objective of the Supreme Committee is to 

deal with the status of Kirkuk city. The normalization committee consists 

of two ministers and some other members who represent other ethnic 

groups. 

As an aside, the Turkmen were not adequately represented according to 

their size and population within the Supreme Committee of 



68 
 

Normalization. During the Supreme Committee’s visit to Kirkuk in 2006, 

Mr. Ali Mahdi, who was one of the members of Kirkuk Governing 

Council, had expressed his protest by carrying a placard against the 

normalization policies and for unfair representation of the Turkmen 

within the Committee.  

However, one of the bodyguards working for the Kirkuk Governor, Mr. 

Mustafa Abdurrahman, attacked Mr. Ali Mahdi when he peacefully 

protested; his placard was pulled away from his hand and was torn up by 

the Kurdish police. This unfortunate incident happened in front of 

journalists, TV station crews, Kirkuk Governors and in front of the 

visiting former Minister of Justice, Hashim Al-Shebli (head of the 

Supreme Committee of normalization) and other committee members. 

 

Figure.33 the attack on Ali Mahdi by Kurdish police 

After this despicable act, the British consulate in Kirkuk visited Mr. Ali 

Mahdi in his office in order to discuss the above incident and the British 

consulate advised him to work with the Kurdish groups and not to request 

assistance and support from neighboring countries (by which, in my 

opinion, he meant the Republic of Turkey). 

The attack on Mr. Ali Mahdi put a big question mark in front of the 

Turkmen,. What type of democracy was that? What would happen to the 

Turkmen if they have lived under the Kurdish administration? 

Nevertheless, the offender who carried out this despicable act is still at 

large and no single person was arrested or interrogated. Furthermore, the 

police carried out no investigation and the matter is closed. 
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2.13  The Turkoman school books confiscated 

During 1991, the allied forces in the north of Iraq established a no-fly 

zone area, the purpose of which was to provide a safe haven area for 

Kurds, Turkmen,, Arabs and Assyrians from being persecuted and 

oppressed by the Saddam Hussein regime. 

During that period, Turkmen (the original people of Erbil City) 

established over 19 Turkoman schools. After the toppling of the Ba’ath 

regime, the Turkoman teachers were harassed, oppressed, persecuted and 

arrested under various pretexts by the Kurdish militia. Moreover, teachers 

and pupils’ families were threatened by Kurdish militia to force them to 

abandon the Turkoman schools, and were told that Turkoman officials 

had sanctioned the closure of these schools. 

In addition, the Kurdish militia insisted that Turkoman schools teach 

Kurdish history, especially the history of the rebel leader, Mustafa 

Barzani. However, the most striking thing was when the Kurdish militia, 

headed by Barzani, seized the entire curriculum; they also took 

schoolbooks that were originally sent to the Turkoman schools from 

Turkey. A complete report can be seen in the attached link. [12] 

In order to disregard the Turkoman population in Erbil city and assimilate 

them into Kurdish society, the Kurdish Regional Government carried out 

a local census by distributing a census form to the public. In the form, the 

Kurdish authority deliberately ignored the The existence of Turkmen in 

Erbil city. In the field of ‘Nationality’, the form mentioned only Arabs 

and Kurds, Christians, Sunnis and Shia’as, in spite of the fact that since 

the mid-sixties the overwhelming majority in Erbil were Turkmen,. [13]  

                                                        
12http://video.milliyet.com.tr/default.asp?kanal=1&id=3967&tarih=2007/02/12&get=12.

02.2007           and http://video.milliyet.com.tr/default.asp?id=3967 
13 Mr.Yaner Erbil, title of Erbil, date 3/3/2007, published on Bizturkmeniz site. 

http://video.milliyet.com.tr/default.asp?kanal=1&id=3967&tarih=2007/02/12&get=12.02.2007
http://video.milliyet.com.tr/default.asp?kanal=1&id=3967&tarih=2007/02/12&get=12.02.2007
http://video.milliyet.com.tr/default.asp?id=3967
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Figure.34 census form distributed by Kurds to the population in Erbil 

The Kurdish Regional Government had appointed two puppet Turkoman 

ministers in the Kurdish Regional Government. Turkmen wondered 

where these two Turkoman ministers were going to insert their names in 

the ‘Nationality’ section. If they selected Arabic or Kurdish there would 

be no point in mentioning that there were Turkoman ministers 

participating in the Kurdish Regional Government. 

2.14 Demolishing of a Turkoman house by Kurdish militia 

The house of Mr. Fouad Qasim, a Turkmen citizen, was located in the 

Tesseen neighborhood in Kirkuk. His house was demolished by the 

Saddam Hussein regime and his land confiscated during the 

implementation of the Arabisation policy.  

After the toppling of the Ba’ath regime in 2003, Mr. Fouad Qasim went 

back to Kirkuk and rebuilt his house.  

On 4 April 2007, the police in Kirkuk (who are predominately Kurds) 

demolished the house again. In addition, he was arrested and was taken 

into custody; the police preventing his family from seeing him. 

It was sad to see the hypocrisy of the police in Kirkuk. Hundreds of Kurds 

who had no land, houses or property in Kirkuk had been brought in by the 
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Kurdish militia and had built houses of their own freewill on government 

and Turkoman land with the help and support of the Kurdish militia. The 

police demolished not one of the Kurdish houses that had been built in 

Kirkuk. Following his arrest, on 4 April Mr. Fouad Qasim’s family wrote 

a letter to the Prime Minister, Nuri al-Maliki, which was published on the 

Turkmen Times website, asking the central government for help to secure 

his release. [14]  

2.15  The attack on the Turkoman village of Yengejeh  

With the advent of dawn on 2 March 2007, the second battalion from the 

Second Brigade of the Iraqi army, backed by American forces, raided 

homes and safe houses in the village of Yengejeh under the pretext of 

searching for outlaws and unlicensed weapons. The forces left the village 

after they accomplished their mission. However, the Kurdish militia 

attached yellow tape on the doors of some houses after they had been 

searched thoroughly, instructing the villagers not to remove this yellow 

tape from their doors. Nevertheless, the raid on the Turkoman village of 

Yengejeh took place and, naturally, without any legal violations.  

However, in the same day before the sunset, several police cars had 

arrived in the village of Yengejeh. Some were wearing military uniform 

and others were in civil clothes. Within a few minutes of arrival, the 

police started to storm and search homes, scattering their contents, 

destroying their furniture, and without taking into account the minimum 

of legal or moral scruples.  

They had showered terror, carnage and horror in the hearts of the innocent 

people of the village by beating young people without discrimination. 

However, the despicable acts did not stop there; they arrested twenty 

Turkmen who were taken into custody. They seized a number of weapons 

that had been licensed by the Ministry of Interior belonging to some 

police officers in the village. In addition, all the perpetrators who carried 

out these cowardly and despicable acts are still at large and enjoying 

impunity. 

2.16 Barzani bribes a former Minister of Justice, Hashim al_ 

Shebli 

On April 11 2007, the Turkish newspaper Hurriyet quoted that Mr. 

Massuad Barzani, the leader of the KDP, had bribed Iraqi officials. In the 

                                                        
14http://www.turkmentimes.net/wesima_articles/news-20070405-4872.html requesting 

the Prime Minister’s intervention in solving the problem.   

 

http://www.turkmentimes.net/wesima_articles/news-20070405-4872.html
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meantime, the representative for Turkey on the Special Committee on 

Iraq, Mr. Gilk, provided the United States Government with documents 

proving that Mr. Massuad Barzani had offered bribes to the former 

Minister of Justice, Hashim Al-Shebli (head of the Supreme Committee 

of Normalization). The motive for this was to coerce Al-Shebli into 

passing the law on the return of Arabs from Kirkuk to their places of 

origin and to provide them with a financial reward in order to encourage 

them to return. 

According to information received from reliable sources, the Turkish 

Intelligence agency was able to obtain a copy of these documents and the 

private banking account numbers involved in the bribery. The Hurriyet 

newspaper and other Iraqi newspapers claimed that Mr. Massuad Barzani 

had paid Justice Hashim Al-Shebli a bribe of $500,000 for his 

endorsement of the Act that applies to the Arabs who came to Kirkuk 

under Saddam Hussein’s Arabisation policy. Moreover, it was further 

claimed that Massuad Barzani had bribed another three ministers for the 

same reasons.  

In the meantime, American officials confirmed the validity of the claim 

that was submitted by Mr. Gilk. In my personal opinion, the Kurdish 

politicians all acted fraudulently and contrary to the law and the policy of 

fait accompli on the issue of Kirkuk. 

The supreme irony was that Al-Shebli resigned abruptly after passing the 

law in return for the lucrative financial bribery of Massuad Barzani. He 

then fled to England, taking the amount that he received from Mr. 

Massuad Barzani. In my personal opinion, the former Minister of Justice, 

Hashim Al-Shebli (Head of the Supreme Committee of Normalization) 

should be arrested and taken for trial for bribery, theft and embezzlement. 

My questions to the Iraqi Government and the Supreme Committee of 

Normalization are therefore: How can you carry out a referendum in 

Kirkuk when both Kurdish parties want to implement Article 140 and the 

Head of the Committee of Normalization policies is corrupt? What type 

of trust and confidence will the public have in the committee? 

2.17 Property Claims Commission controlled by the Kurds 

In April 2004, the Americans created the Iraqi Property Claims 

Commission to rule on restitution. By the end of 2004, the commission 

had received 10,044 claims from the Kirkuk province but the 

Commission’s statistics showed that judges had come to a decision on 

only 25 cases. Only two judges were working on the cases in Kirkuk and 

both were Kurds. The commission was not able to assign more judges 
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because of the Kurdish political parties insisting that only Kurds review 

the claims, which limited the number of qualified people considerably.  

Both Kurdish parties confiscated Turkoman lands, and these lands 

distributed to the Kurds were bought by both Kurdish parties despite the 

fact that the Turkmen owned the deeds and registry certificates of these 

lands. The new Kurdish arrivals to Kirkuk built on and confiscated the 

land of the Turkmen and decisions were made by the Kurdish judges in 

regards to illegal building on the Turkoman land. The Kurdish concluded 

that the Kurds squatting on Turkoman land could not be removed and the 

judge recommended that the Turkoman landowners should be 

compensated.  

The court compensation was very small and this law was only applied to 

the Turkmen,. In other words, the Kurdish judge appointed by the 

Kurdish militia offered some compensation that the Turkoman landowner 

with only with one choice; take or leave it.  

This land originally belonged to the Turkmen and should not have been 

confiscated and occupied by the Kurds and Arabs in the first place. The 

financial settlements that were given to the Turkmen did not represent an 

adequate and true value for their land. 

In addition, the Iraqi Property Claims Commission, established by the 

American Administration, spent millions of dollars on the salaries and 

expenses of its members. The Turkmen asked the Property Claims 

Commission the following questions. How many cases were resolved? 

How many Turkoman citizens were successfully financially 

compensated? How many Turkoman got his/her confiscated land back?  

The Kurds occupied Turkoman land and the court did nothing to eject 

them from Turkoman land. 
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           Doc. English (4) 
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            Doc. Arabic (5) A 

 

      Doc. Arabic (5) B 

      Municipality of Kirkuk 

     Properties Department 

     To Kirkuk Governorate: 
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     Office of his Excellency the Governor 

     Subject: Illegal Seizures 

As you are aware, many of Kirkuk municipality’s lands have been seized 

which has caused big financial losses to our directorate. This resulted in the 

delay of many projects because of the lack of income, as we are one of the 

self-financed authorities. These seizures were not limited to the domestic 

residential lands but also to commerce, agriculture, services, parks and the 

general affairs building among others. These actions are a huge burden, which 

act as an obstacle in the development of our beloved city. The municipality 

has made all efforts to prevent these seizures from taking place and has acted 

alone from the initial days. Unfortunately, the authorities did not support the 

municipality seriously. Many individuals rushed to place their hands on state 

properties ignoring the law, which was indubitable in the absence of proper 

security. Some of these individuals started to sell these lands on the account of 

the state with support from various political parties. Many people started this 

commerce under the name of deportees with papers and slips stamped by 

these parties. These citizens and the parties have become more powerful than 

the authority and have started to threaten our employees, and in some cases, 

this has reached to threats by weapons whenever they dared to confront the 

perpetrators. Despite our many attempts to get the support of the police, they 

did not show any support to us. On the contrary, they have been supporters of 

the individuals who are responsible for these illegal seizures. Moreover, some 

of the police members and those responsible act illegally themselves, which 

leaves the ordinary citizens alone in their struggle for a just society. 

As you are aware, your Excellency is directly responsible over the city, to 

protect it from these illegal seizures. The lack of urgent steps against this 

subject shall harm the reputation of your executive authority. These seizures 

are increasing daily and after performing all of these seizures inside the city, 

these individuals have started, like hungry locusts, to swarm over intercity 

roads like the highways of Erbil to Arafa and Suleimaniya. These actions are 

to be stopped immediately. Therefore, we request your Excellency to act 

immediately and justly about this matter because you are, according to the 

municipality’s law and Act 154 of the year 2001 that is still valid and has been 

enforced by the ministry, responsible to protect the city from these actions. 

Signature, Chief Engineer Mohammed Sukur 

Kirkuk Municipality Directory 2005 

CC: Ministry of Municipalities and Public Works – The Ministers Office 

The Council of Kirkuk Governorate 

Directorate of Kirkuk Municipalities 



 

81 
 

General Investigation Authority, the office of the mayor  

Legal Department, Illegal Actions Committee, the Properties 

Doc. English (7) 

 Doc. Arabic (7)  
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Kurdification, the atrocities carried out by the Kurds 

Republic of Iraq 

Kirkuk Governership Police Headquarter 

Issue 1797 

Date 2/5/2005 

Subject/ Administrative Order 

According to the document of the Ministry of Internal Affairs Suleimaniya, 

Special Office number 4944 dated 19/4/2005, which was sent to Baghdad for 

the Ministry of Internal Affairs in regard of the transfer of the following 

Officers from Governership of Suleimaniya to Governership of Kirkuk.  

The names of the officers are shown accordingly in the following list 

commencing with Lieutenant Colonel Shewan Kerim Hassan as number (1) in 

the list and ending with Lieutenant Junior Grade, Sabah Kaka Juwamir 

Derweh as number (15) in the list. 

The above officers have been transferred from the property of the Ministry 

Internal Affairs of Kurdistan Region to the property of Baghdad Ministry of 

Internal Affairs / Headquarter of the Kirkuk Governership.  

The above officers started work commencing from 30/4/2005 and they have 

been allocated to different police stations.  

Lieutenant Colonel, Shewan Kerim Hassan/ Al-Mukdak Police Station 

Lieutenant Colonel, Najat Hassan Abdurrahman Ahmed/ Aluroba Police 

Station 

Lieutenant Commander, Abdul Kadir Fakhredin Sulyman/ Al-Adala Police 

Station 

Lieutenant Commander, Abdulbasit Hama Salih Sulyman / Debis Police 

Station  

Lieutenant Commander, Nazar Akram Merdan/ Al-tawari Police Station 

Lieutenant, Akram Omer Rahim Kadir/ Al_Mekdad Police Station 

Lieutenant, Jalal Abu Bakir Mohammed Ismail/Kara Enjer Police Station 

Lieutenant, Mazin Garib Abdurrahman/ Kara Enjer Police Station 

Lieutenant Senior, Nowzad Refat Tewfik/ Rahimawa Police Station  
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Lieutenant Senior, Nasu Khalid Kadir Karim/ Altawari Police Station  

Lieutenant Senior, Abdullah Ibrahim Niema Hawas/ Dubis Police Station 

Lieutenant Senior, Ahmed Ali Othman Sharif/ Al_Dala Police Station 

Lieutenant Senior Junior Grade, Delir Aziz Rashid Aziz/Kara Enjer Police 

Station 

Lieutenant Junior Grade, Saman Ismail Karim Hassan/Aluroba Police Station 

Lieutenant Junior Grade, Sabah Kaka Juwamir Derweh /Al_Dala Police 

Station 

Police Brigadier 

Sherko Shakir Hakim 

Head of the Police Commission in Kirkuk, April 2005 

Doc. English (8) 
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Doc. Arabic (8) 
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2.18 MRG report on the 26 February 2007 

 

According to the report from Minority Rights Group International. (,) In (in) a 

major survey of the plight of Iraq’s minorities, the report finds that religious 

and ethnic minorities in Iraq are facing unprecedented levels of violence, and 

in some cases, risk being eradicated completely from their ancient homeland. 

Sunni, Shi’aa and Kurdish groups as they battle for power are targeting these 

groups - some of whom have lived in Iraq for over two millennia - and 

territory in Iraq intensifies. 

The report titled, ‘Assimilation, Exodus, Eradication: Iraq’s Minority 

Communities since 2003’ outlines the precarious position of the country’s 

minorities – Turkmen, Chaldo-Assyrian Christians, Bahá´ís, Faili Kurds, 

Jews, Mandaeans, Palestinians, Shabaks, and Yazidis - who make up ten per 

cent of Iraq’s population.  

The Director of MRG, Mr. Mark Lattimer, had stated in his report that, ´Every 

day we hear news about the carnage in Iraq, yet the desperate situation of 

minority communities is barely reported. Subject to a barrage of attacks, 

kidnappings and threats from all sides, some communities, which have lived 

in Iraq for two thousand years, now face extinction. 

Religious communities are being targeted because of their faith. Christians are 

attacked often because they are believed to be associated with the West, while 

the Mandaeans and Yazidis religions have been dubbed "impure" by Islamic 

extremists. 

The flight of minority groups is immense - it is estimated that they make up a 

third of the 1.8m Iraqi refugees now seeking sanctuary across the globe. 

Lattimer also had stated that, ´Despite the fact that many Iraqi Christians fled 

because they were accused of association with the American or British forces, 

hardly any Iraqis have been offered refuge in the US or the UK.’ MRG is 

calling on the international community, especially the UK and US, to share 
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the refugee burden and not leave it to fall disproportionately on neighboring 

states. 

In oil-rich Kirkuk, Turkmen and Chaldo-Assyrian Christians also found 

themselves under pressure, prior to the referendum that was to be carried out 

before 2007, whether Kirkuk should become part of Iraq’s semi-autonomous 

Kurdish region. Turkmen and Chaldo-Assyrian Christians representatives 

reported that they were pressured to support Kurdish political parties or to 

state their identity as Kurdish, which will strengthen Kurdish claims to land.  

Preti Taneja, author of the report, stated, ´MRG is calling on the international 

community and the Iraqi government to recognise the special vulnerability of 

the country’s minorities. This should be the basic starting point, if Iraq’s 

minority groups are to survive the current onslaught. [15]  

2.19 Kurdish terrorization 

The U.S. authorities have been giving their full support to the Kurds who are 

seeking to control Iraq's oil wealth at any cost in order to establish their so-

called 'Great Kurdistan'. To realize their goal, the Kurdish militias 

continuously terrorize the other Iraqi communities in the north of Iraq. The 

Turkmen have been facing increasing threats in their region, Türkmeneli. 

Because they have refused the Kurdish control in their region, the Turkmen 

continue to be the victims of intimidations, detentions, kidnappings and 

assassinations and their cities. 

In order to terrify the Turkoman inhabitants in the Turkoman populated area, 

the Kurdish militias carried out a series of attacks on the Turkoman villages. 

On 4 March 2007, at 4:30 am about twenty masked Kurdish militants 

belonging to the KDP party, (called Assayish) raided the sub-district of 

Daquq, 45 Km south of Kirkuk City. These masked Kurds were heavily armed 

and were firing in the air to scare the people as they broke randomly into 

several Turkoman houses. 

The same thing was been repeated at midnight on February 25th 2007 when 

the Kurdish Assayish militants supported by American troops entered the 

Turkoman city of Taze Khormatu, located 15 Km south of Kirkuk.  

Several houses were raided and their doors were broken, the furniture 

scattered and the houses ransacked. The children were extremely frightened 

and mobile phones were confiscated. The oil tanker belonging to one 

individual was destroyed.  

                                                        
15 Support Iraq Study Group Report, Iraq has ignored minorities face extinction - new 

MRG report,         working to secure the rights of the minorites and indigenous peoples. 

http://www.tanis-turkmen.nl/campaign.php
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Fathers and sons were tied up and brutally beaten and kicked in front of their 

families. The fathers were threatened and weapons were pointed against their 

heads in front of their terrified children. Several young, peaceful Turkoman 

intellectuals from the al-Al_Asriya quarter in Daquq and three other youths 

from Taze Khormatu were arrested and taken to an unknown location.  

The local police in Daquq were never informed about the raid by the 

authorities. It is worth noting that. No violent incidents had taken place in the 

neighbourhoods that were raided by the Kurds and, with the exception of a few 

licensed weapons, no weapons were found in the raided houses. The next day, 

the arrested men from Taze Khormatu were shown on Kirkuk Television, 

which is entirely controlled by the Kurds, and they were presented as 

'terrorists.' [16] [17] 

2.20 Kidnapping of the Arabs and Turkmen by the Kurdish Militia 

Parts of confidential State Department documents circulated to the White 

House, the Pentagon and the US Embassy in Baghdad about the abduction of 

the minority Arabs and Turkmen in Kirkuk and their transfer to the Kurdish 

north. [Doc.9] 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         Doc. English (9) 

                                                        
16 Assyrian International News Agency http://www.aina.org/mailinglist.html, GMT 3-

17-200720:48:22. 
17  Iraqi Turkmen Human Rights Research Foundation, 16th of March 2007, Pre: 16-

C1607 

 

http://www.aina.org/
http://www.aina.org/mailinglist.html
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2.21 American Forces and Iraqi Police Demolish Turkoman 

Villages  

US armed forces, backed by local police forces in Telafer, completely 

demolished two Turkoman villages, Kaja Kaj and Hanesh, which are situated 

on the road to Sin jar – Telafer. The residents of the two villages were left in 

the open without shelter. The demolishing of the Turkoman villages were a 

repeat and mirror image of a previous attack on Telafer by both of US 

occupation and government forces, of which Kurdish militias constituted the 

majority of the force. 

 

Figure.35 the Turkoman refugees in Telafer 

 

Figure.36 the Turkoman refugees in Telafer 

 



 

89 
 

International, local and media operations totally disregarded the demolishment 

of the Turkoman villages and the displacement of people in and around 

Telafer. After the demolishing the two Turkoman villages Kaja Kaj, the 

Turkoman Justice Party in Kirkuk issued a statement (No. 53) which was 

released by the political bureau of the Iraqi Turkmen Justice Party, that stated 

as follows:- 

“In an unprecedented phenomenon and part of the series of attacks by 

targeting the Turkmen,, people in the city of Telafer have been wounded 

by the American occupation forces together with police forces. The two 

Turkoman villages, Kaja Kaj and Hanesh, and situated on the road to 

Sinjar-Telafer, leaving its people defenseless. The Turkmen have 

denounced and condemned these tragic acts and we plead with the United 

Nations and human rights organisations to intervene and protect 

Turkmen in Telafer and put the end to the inhumane tragedy that the 

Turkmen have been experiencing for the last three years and to the 

present time.”  

Political bureau of the Iraqi Turkmen Justice Party, 29/5/2007 

 

Figure.37 Press Releases by the Turkoman Justice Party (Iraq Turkmen Adalet Partesi) 
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2.22 Abuses and Atrocities Committed by the Kurdish Rebels  

Because of Kirkuk’s oil resources and its strategic importance, the fight over 

the control of the province proved to be one of the focal points of the conflict 

in northern Iraq. The two main Kurdish parties, the KDP and the PUK, have 

long considered Kirkuk to be an integral part of a future Kurdish federal 

region.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure.38 deserted Arab villages  

In contrast, the Turkmen of Iraq vigorously opposes the idea of Kirkuk being 

a part of the Kurdish region. Moreover, Turkey has repeatedly expressed 

concern about Kurdish aspirations over Kirkuk, stating that Kurdish control 

over Kirkuk could fuel Kurdish nationalism in the region and undermine the 

rights of Turkoman residents in Kirkuk. This could lead to instability in the 

region and, possibly, civil war. Kirkuk itself has become almost synonymous 

with the abusive Arabisation campaign, and thus the Kurdish determination to 

reverse the process of Arabisation in Kirkuk has been particularly fierce.  

The city of Kirkuk fell to Kurdish occupation on 10 April 2003. For almost a 

week, Kirkuk was under the control of PUK forces. These Kurdish forces 

entered the city in defiance of a prior agreement with the U.S., stating that the 

Peshmerga forces would remain outside the city. The Peshmerga presence in 

Kirkuk led to widespread looting by civilians. The Peshmerga did little to stop 

this from happening, but they did succeed in protecting some of the non-

Ba’ath Party buildings, including the city’s hospitals. The U.S. helped the 

PUK forces to occupy and consolidate control over the city of Kirkuk. The 
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PUK then brought in civilian defense units, traffic police and medical staff for 

the hospitals in order to fill the vacuum left behind when the Iraqi government 

forces and officials fled Kirkuk. Kurdish rebels killed several dozen people in 

the first days after the fall of Kirkuk, including some former Ba’ath officials 

who were executed. 

2.23 Provocation of Turkoman Citizens 

During my last two visits to Kirkuk after the fall of the Saddam Hussein 

regime, I noticed a very peculiar situation at the governmental offices: at 

the main entrance of all government offices, Kurdish paramilitaries were 

being used as personal security. 

The majority of the members of the Kurdish paramilitary are uneducated 

teenagers without proper uniforms. They are stationed at the entrance of 

every government building, carrying an automatic weapon; an AK47. It 

should be noted that the Iraqi Secret Service, the Iraqi Intelligence forces 

and the Iraqi army have been dissolved and that all their apparatus has 

been dismantled.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure.39 Kurdish flags raised by the Kurdish Paramilitary in a Turkoman bazaar, 
“Korya Bazari”, (Turkoman Korya Market) in order to provoke the Turkmen, Kirkuk, 

and Türkmeneli: Photo by Mofak Salman Kerkuklu 
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The Iraqi citizens in the north, and especially in Kirkuk, are wondering 

who these people are. It is obvious that the Kurdish militia is being used 

with the permission of the U.S forces to deprive the Iraqi citizens of their 

rights. I wondered why only the Kurdish militias are allowed to carry 

weapons while the others are forbidden from doing so. 

2.24 Transfer of the Kurds to Kirkuk  

In order to change the demography of Kirkuk, the Kurdish parties are 

using a new policy to control all the positions in Governmental offices. 

After the toppling of the Saddam Hussein regime, both Kurdish parties 

transferred a large number of Kurdish employees and police officers from 

the north of Iraq to appointments in Kirkuk.  

These employees were paid by the Kurdish parties and provided with false 

service profiles before transferring them to Kirkuk where they were 

appointed as heads of departments based on their “long and outstanding 

services,” as mentioned in their fabricated curricula vitae.  

This problem was clearly stated in 2005 when the Internal Defense Minister 

in Baghdad requested the two Kurdish parties to pull out three thousand 

Kurdish police and return them to their original places of residence in Erbil 

and Suleimaniya. Unfortunately, this request from the Iraqi central 

government was completely ignored. 

2.25 The Attack on Shifa Hospital 

The newly established Shifa hospital, located adjacent to the Kirkuk 

mosque and the Governor’s office, was attacked on the night of 24 March 

2004. The Shifa hospital was established with the help of a Turkoman 

charity called the Türkmeneli Foundation. The main objective of this 

hospital is to provide free medical services for all Iraqi communities. 

Armed militia attacked the hospital with machine guns, and in response to 

the attackers the hospital guards immediately returned fire. The attackers 

fled the scene in a pick-up truck. Later, the police found the truck used by 

the attackers in the neighborhood of Rahimawa, which is a Kurdish 

suburb located in the north of Kirkuk city. The abandoned truck had 

bullet holes, was stained with blood and contained the empty AK-47 

cartridges. The only militia allowed by the U.S forces to carry and utilize 

such weapons was the Kurds; however, no one was arrested. The attack 

on the civil hospital had no significant military impact, but the fact 

remains that such attacks are designed to terrorize the Turkmen. 
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2.26 The Assassination of Brigadier Sabah Bahlul Kara Altun 

The Kurdish Paramilitary utilized various methods to marginalize the 

Turkmen and made several desperate attempts to stop the Turkmen’s 

struggle for their rights in the new Iraq. Amongst these methods were 

threatening letters, kidnapping and assassinations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure.40 Brigadier Sabah Bahlul Kara Altun, Kirkuk, Türkmeneli, 2005 

To illustrate this point, on 3 June 2005 a prominent Turkoman military 

brigadier, Mr. Sabah Bahlul Kara Altun, was gunned down while he was 

leaving the Husamadin Mosque in Jamahiriya Street, Kirkuk after Friday 

prayers. The perpetrators who carried out this despicable act escaped 

using a getaway car. Brigadier Sabah Bahlul Kara Altun was a member 

of the Iraqi Turkmen Front and the Kirkuk City Council, and a deputy for 

internal affairs for the Kirkuk Governorate. 

2.27 Kurds Harassed Turkish Peacekeeping Force  

The Turkish army kept a contingent of a few hundred soldiers in a region 

of northern Iraq, close to the Turkish border, to monitor the activities of 

Turkish Kurdish terrorist rebels holed up in bases in the mountainous 

regions. These Turkish troops also were used as a peacekeeping force 

between the Kurdish militia, KDP and PUK who fought each other 

fiercely in the nineties.However, on 6 April 2007 Turkish soldiers 

travelling in civilian clothes in northern Iraq were stopped at a checkpoint 

in Suleimaniya at noon where local Kurdish forces verbally abused, 

harassed and pointed their guns at them. The incident ended when 

Turkish soldiers introduced themselves as a peacekeeping force. The 
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episode was described by the Kurds as a “misunderstanding,” after which 

the Turkish soldiers returned to their bases safely. The incident caused 

outrage with the Turks and the General Staff of the Turkish army issued a 

warning statement on 6 April 2007, as follows: 

 

“Everybody should know and understand that our elements on duty in this 

area are sons of the Turkish nation and the heroic Turkish army, and the 

slightest unethical act or behavior towards them will be taken as one 

against the entire Turkish Republic and the Turkish armed forces, and 

will face a response at the highest necessary level,".[18] 

This despicable act that was carried out by the Kurdish militia toward the 

unarmed Turkish civilians in northern Iraq, and showed the degree of 

abuse and unfair treatment of the peacekeeping forces.  

There are still thousands of terrorists from the outlawed Kurdistan 

Workers’ Party (PKK) stationed in the north of Iraq who have found safe 

refuge in the mountainous regions. The Iraqi Kurds who control the 

security of the north of Iraq are tolerating the PKK terrorist movement 

and even assist PKK terrorists by providing them with free movement, 

weapons and explosives to carry attacks across the Turkish border. The 

PKK terrorist organization has been listed in the USA, EU and other 

countries as a recognized terrorist group. The presence of the PKK in the 

north of Iraq is a threat to the stability of the region and to the Iraqi 

people; however, central government in Baghdad and the Kurdish 

Regional Government still tolerate it. 

2.28 Kirkuk and Kurdish Election Fraud 

According to the Ministry of Commerce, the number of Kurds who were 

deported from Kirkuk under the Arabisation policy by the previous 

regime was 11,685. However, after the occupation of Kirkuk by the 

Kurdish militia, the number of Kurds brought by both Kurdish parties 

from outside of Kirkuk city and surrounding areas exceeded 300,000. 

[Doc.10] 

                                                        
18http://www.turkishpress.com/news.asp?id=179267, Afp.01-06-2007,22h41, Ankara 

(AFP) 

http://www.turkishpress.com/news.asp?id=179267
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Figure.41 Kurdish frauds report to the voting centre in the Turkoman City of 
Altunköprü, Iraq, where Kurds from northern Iraq are casting their votes. The ink that 

was used could easily be washed off with some chlorine (bleach). The above photos 

show Kurdish voters caught red handed in Altunköprü, Iraq. 

Figure.42 Kurdish frauds report to the voting centre in the Turkoman City of 
Altunköprü, Iraq, where Kurds from northern Iraq are casting their votes. The ink that 

was used could easily be washed off with some chlorine (bleach). The above photos 

show Kurdish voters caught red handed in Altunköprü, Iraq. 
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Figure.43 Kurdish frauds report to the voting centre in the Turkoman City of Altunköprü, 

Iraq, where Kurds from northern Iraq are casting their votes. The ink that was used could 

easily be washed off with some chlorine (bleach). The above photos show Kurdish voters 

caught red handed in Altunköprü, Iraq. 

 

   

Figure. 44 Kurdish frauds have been reported at the voting center in Turkoman City of 

Altunköprü, Iraq, where Kurds from North of Iraq were casting their votes. The ink that was 

used could easily be washed off with some chlorine (bleach). The above photos show 

Kurdish voters were caught red handed in Altunköprü, Iraq. 

During the election in January 2005, the Independent Electoral 

Commission in Iraq received an objection from Mr. Yahiya Alasi 

regarding the participation of the 72,000 illegitimate Kurds who were 

illegally added to the list of the eligible voters by both Kurdish parties. 

Instead of the fulfilment of his request for the removal of the 72,000 

illegitimate Kurds, the commission removed Mr.Yahya Alasi from his 

position, forcibly on the insistence of both Kurdish parties. 
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Iraqi Turkmen were further outraged when, during the visit of the Deputy 

US Foreign Minister, A. Richard, the green light was to both Kurdish 

parties to add the names of 108,000 illegitimate Kurdish voters’ names to 

the voting list. 

 

 

 

 

Figure.45 Kurdish police were waving a Kurdish flag during the election to provoke the 

Turkmen, in Kirkuk, Türkmeneli 
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Figure.46 Kurdish police were waving a Kurdish flag to provoke the Turkmen again, in 

Kirkuk, Türkmeneli 

In the meantime, the Independent Electoral Commission for monitoring 

the election for the Iraqi parliament members from 13 to 15 December, 

2005 discovered a wide range of irregularities carried out by both Kurdish 

parties who added 81,000 illegitimate Kurdish names to the voting list in 

Kirkuk and surrounding areas by providing them with forged documents 

in order to qualify them for the election. 
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The Turkmen called upon the U.S. Ambassador in Baghdad, Zalmay 

Khalilzad, and the UN Representative for Iraq, Mr. Ishraf Kazi, to enforce 

this removal of these illegal voters through the Independent Electoral 

Commission. 

Document numbers 614/617, dated 9/12/2005 and 10/12/2005 

respectively, stipulated that these illegal Kurds should not be allowed to 

vote because their involvement in the election would be a blow against 

democracy, and a breach of election rules. 

It was therefore shocking to see that the Independent Electoral 

Commission for monitoring the election for the Iraqi parliament members 

deviated from its decision and allowed the illegitimate Kurdish voters to 

vote. It is utterly unacceptable to see that the Commission bowed to 

Kurdish pressure and indicates that the Independent Commission was 

incapable of fulfilling its duty. In addition, the Iraqi Turkmen completely 

lost trust in the above Commission and called a UN representative in Iraq 

to urgently address the situation. The UN representative took no action.  

         Doc. Arabic (10) 
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Statically data that were taken from the Ministry of Commence, showing 

the number of people who have been transferred to/out of Kirkuk 

according to ration cards. 

1- The number of people registered in Kirkuk according to the ration 

cards up to 19/3/2003 was 834,973 persons. 

2- The last ration card number that was transferred to outside of 

Kirkuk is 136512 and was issued under the name of Delir Hassan 

Ibrahim.  

3- The last ration card number that was transferred to Kirkuk before 

20/3/2007 is 179898 and was issued to Azad Kadir Jabber. 

4- The number of ration cards transferred to Kirkuk up to 30/9/2004 

was 43,386. 

5- The number of people transferred to Kirkuk according to the 

ration cards is 347,818 persons, all of whom originate from 

Suleimaniya, Erbil and Duhok towns. 

6- The actual numbers of the deportees from all ethnic groups in 

Kirkuk according to the ration cards until 30/3/2003 was 11,568 

people.  

Doc. English (10) 

 

2.29 The Abduction of Turkoman Journalist Qasim Sari Kahya  

  

At approximately 3pm on Saturday 27
th
 October, 

2007 Qasim Sari Kahya, the Turkoman writer, 

journalist and Secretary Editor for the Fraternity 

Club of Kardeşlik in Baghdad, was abducted along 

with another three Turkoman citizens near the 

Kirkuk General Hospital by a Kurdish security force 

known as Assayish. Although, several hours later, 

three of the detainees were released, Mr. Qasim was 

kept for further interrogation. According to the 

information from the released captives, they were tortured physically, but 

they had no news about the fate of Mr. Sari Kahya. However, on 28 

October 2007 Mr. Qasim Sari Kahya was transferred from the city of 

Kirkuk to a prison in the city of Erbil for further investigation. Because of 

the public, political, and journalistic outrage and due to the public appeal 

on TV and radio, he was released on 29 October 2007. 
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. 

The Assayish is an unrecognized and illegitimate force that is utilized by 

both Kurdish parties to terrorize innocent civilian people. They are used 

to kidnap and kill people who defy the Kurdish aspiration for establishing 

a Kurdish state. 

2.30 Kurdish Threatening Letter 

Following Turkey’s threat in 2008 to enter the north of Iraq to chase and 

attack the military camps of the Kurdish-backed terrorist organization 

PKK, the Turkoman people received numerous numbers of abusive 

threats from both Kurdish militias. [Doc.11] 

 

Doc. Arabic (11) 

 

To: All the patriots of the occupied Kirkuk City 
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1. Cell (Team) of the martyr Hama Suleiman/Rahim Awa 

Neighborhood Group. 

2. Cell (Team) of the martyr İzzettin Kara Mohammed/Imam Kasim 

Neighborhood. 

3. Cell (Team) of the martyrs Kamil Molla Weyis and Narpa Garip 

/al-Shorja neighborhood Group. 

4. Cell (Team) of the martyr Molla Aras. 

5. Cell (Team) of the martyr Mustafa Azadi /Azadi Neighborhood 

Group. 

6. Announcement to all Kurdish patriots, warriors and lovers of 

our city, Kirkuk 

We ask you to contact the above-mentioned groups for any urgent need, 

because the generations of the al-Muatasim [19] are using the presence of 

the fighters of the Kurdish Workers Party (PKK) at Kurdistan as an 

excuse to attack Kurdistan territory. The animosity against the Kurds aims 

to protect the remnants of the Ottoman Empire. 

From now on, we should prepare ourselves to attack all the organisations 

of Turanians, [20] by all types of weapons, and burn these centers with 

the eternal fire of Baba Gurgur [21] and burn their dirty corpses to return 

our usurped rights. 

We say to the Jash [22] of the Turkoman Front, you should know that for 

any attack by the Turks to the Kurdistan region we will take revenge upon 

you. This is a warning, and you have no more excuses. 

Commandership-  Groups of the occupied Kirkuk Division 

Doc. English (11) 

                                                        
19  Al_Muattasam is a Khalifa who ruled Baghdad in the Abbasid era and his mother was 

Turkish. 
20 Al_Turani is a name given to the Turks who are struggling to all Turks under one 

umbrella and the     Kurds accusing the Turkmen of Iraq as a Turani. 
21 Baba Gergur Fire that burns continuously in Kirkuk oil field. 
22 Jash A Kurdish militia that was established by the previous Iraq regime of Saddam 

Hussein and        they were used by the Iraqi regime to quell the internal uprising and 

they were mainly Kurds and      they were named as a Fursan by the government but they 

were called as Jash by the Kurds which     means donkey. 
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2.31 The Arrest of the Kirkuk Governing Council Member 

On the 25
th

 November, 2007 Mr. Hassan Turan, a member of the governing 

council of Kirkuk, was arrested by the Kurdish Assayish at Erbil airport in 

northern Iraq following his return from participation in the international 

conference that was held in Istanbul in Turkey under the name of Kudus and 

International Conjunction.  

He was arrested under the pretext that there were irregularities with his 

passport and interrogated at the airport by security forces and then badly 

treated during his ordeal by the Assayish terrorist group. 

Mr. Hassan Turin’s arrest was a clear message of intimidation to the 

Turkoman politicians and intellectuals whom were struggling to have the same 

rights as the Kurds in northern Iraq. It was also one of the methods that have 

been used by the Assayish to scare and intimidate the Turkmen from 

demanding their political, cultural and economic right in the north of Iraq. 

Mr. Hassan Turan was released after approximately twenty-four hours in the 

Kurdish jail and his release came from the efforts of the Iraqi Government, 

politicians and Turkoman members of the governing council of Kirkuk. 

 

 

Figure.47 Turkmen participate in the international conference in Istanbul 

2.32  Jalal Talabani’s visit to Kirkuk 

On 2 January, 2008, the President of Iraq, Jalal Talabani, visited the city of 

Kirkuk and was accompanied by the Deputy Prime Minister of the Kurdistan 

region, Mr. Khusrat Rasul, and the President of the territory of the Kurdish 

parliament, Mr. Adnan Mufti. 
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During his visit to the city, Jalal Talabani held a meeting with members of his 

political party, the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK), in the Arafa 

neighborhood in Kirkuk. He then met the Kirkuk governor, Mustafa 

Abdurrahman, and in addition to that met with only the Kurdish members of 

the Kirkuk governing council.  

Jalal Talabani totally ignored and disregarded the Turkmen, Arabs and 

Assyrians. His decision to not see the Turkmen, Assyrian and Arab members 

of the governing council in Kirkuk clearly indicate and show his bad 

intentions and, furthermore, reveal that he lacks experience and is incompetent 

in his running of the country. 

When Jalal Talabani was appointed as President of Iraq, he automatically 

swore that he would not be biased toward, or discriminates against, any Iraqi 

based on their ethnic origin or colour. Unfortunately, Jalal Talabani openly 

exploited his position when he approached and met only the Kurdish groups, 

totally disregarding and ignoring the indigenous people of the city of Kirkuk; 

the Iraqi Turkmen. His action was deliberate, biased and designed to eliminate, 

assimilate and give more power to the Kurdish militia in the city of Kirkuk. He 

acted more as a PUK party leader than the President of Iraq. 

2.33  Iraqi Demonstration against the Kurdish Ambassador in Sweden 

At the major central square in Stockholm, and in front of the Kurdish 

Ambassador, Ahmad Bamarni, the Kurdish militia known as ‘Peshmerga’ 

assaulted the Iraqi poet, painter and political analyst Miss Hana Jawad, 

because she raised the Iraqi flag next to the Kurdish flag during the celebration 

of Cultural Day.  

Thus, on 21 December 2007 a protest was held against the Iraqi Embassy in 

Sweden. Following this, a delegation from the Iraqi community in Sweden 

visited the Swedish Foreign Ministry in Stockholm and complained about the 

Iraqi Embassy staff failing in the implementation their duties towards Iraqi 

citizens. Their complaint centered on the Iraqi Embassy becoming an office 

for Kurdish political party, run by Kurdish militants. 

The bad attitudes and the unacceptable behavior of the Kurdish staff within the 

Iraqi Embassy toward the Iraqi citizens, was engendered by delaying the 

issuing and renewing of passports and other governmental paperwork for Iraqi 

citizens. 

The representative of the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Sweden, Mr. Anders 

Nyström, and the Director of Protocols for the Middle East Ministry received 

an Iraqi delegation. The Iraqi delegation informed the Minister of Foreign 
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Affairs that the Iraqi Embassy was harshly treating Iraqi citizens and that it 

was totally controlled by the Kurdish militia. 

The delegation also sent a copy of their press protest statement to Mr. Kala 

Arashwn, a member of the Swedish Parliament, and to the European Union 

and the Turkish, Syrian, Iranian, Lebanese and Afghan Embassies.  

The Iraqi delegation that visited the Swedish Foreign Ministry consisted of Dr. 

Hussein Musawi, D. Azad, journalist Fikret Yildiz, writer George Dnkha, Dr. 

Omar Alanni, and the poet Nur Abdulzahrh Ku'bi. 

2.34 Kurds Squatting on Turkoman Land in Tuz Khormatu 

On the early morning of 10
th
 February, 2008 the Turkmen citizens of Tuz 

Khormatu were woken by the sound of bulldozers and the activities of dozens 

of Kurds supported by the Kurdish militia who were putting down the 

foundations for the preparation of new Kurdish settlements on Turkoman land.  

The Kurdish citizens’ construction on the Turkoman land was a clear violation 

of the Land Registration Law. However, when the Turkoman citizens 

complained to the police, who were mainly Kurds, no action was taken to stop 

the squatters. Furthermore, on the second day of construction the Turkmen in 

Tuz Khormatu complained to the councillor and the deputy councillor for 

district of Tuz Khormatu, Mr. Ali Hashim Alhusseini, about the Kurdish 

confiscation of Turkoman land. Once again, no action was taken to stop the 

Kurdish squatters. [23] 

                                                        
23http://www.turkmentimes.net/Default/wesima_articles/news-20080210-

9844.html.Sunday,10/02/2008 , Ahmed Hashim Mokhtaroglu  

 

http://www.turkmentimes.net/Default/wesima_articles/news-20080210-9844.html
http://www.turkmentimes.net/Default/wesima_articles/news-20080210-9844.html
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Figure.48 Kurds squatting on Turkoman land in Tuz Khormatu 

 

Figure.49 Kurds squatting on Turkoman land in Tuz Khormatu 
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Figure.50 Kurds squatting on Turkoman land in Tuz Khormatu 

2.35  Expelling the Turkmen from the North Gas Company’s 

Compound 

On 23 February 2008, the security authorities for the North Gas Company in 

Kirkuk threatened to expel Turkoman retirees who lived in North Gas 

Company houses. The Turkmen had worked for the North Gas Company for 

over 35 years and had lived in these houses over 25 years.  

Some of the 600,000 Kurds that had been brought into the area following the 

toppling of Saddam Hussein had already been housed by the North Gas 

Company but this was just the beginning. 

To this end, on 23rd February, 2008 the security authorities for the North Gas 

Company in Kirkuk sent a warning letter to all Turkoman retirees who lived in 

these houses, instructing them to leave within fifteen days, otherwise a proper 

legal action and proper force would be used to evict them without the need for 

a court order [Doc.12]. These letters were only sent to Turkoman residents. 

[24] 

                                                        
24 http://www.tanis-turkmen.nl/index.php?sub=news&oi=6032&lang=ar&page=15  

 

http://www.tanis-turkmen.nl/index.php?sub=news&oi=6032&lang=ar&page=15
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Figure.51 shows the Kurdish party HQ and Kurdish squatters on the North Gas Company 

compound  

Kurdish squatters who settled in these houses came from outside Kirkuk and 

inhabited part of the same compound by expelling some of its original 

inhabitants at gunpoint. They subsequently built the headquarters of the 

Kurdistan Democratic Party, as is evident in the picture, and Kurdish squatters 

were welcomed by the Director of the North Gas Company, Haner Najib 

Hassan, a Kurdish member of the National Kurdistan Democratic Party. The 

most striking thing was that no letters were sent to the Kurdish squatters from 

the security authorities in the North Gas Company and the Kurdish militia 

protected them. The Kurdish militia warned the security authorities in the 

North Gas Company not to approach the Kurdish squatters who came from 

outside of Kirkuk and never worked for the North Gas Company. 

Kurdish Party Office  North Gas Company Houses 
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 Doc.Arabic (12) 

North Gas Company 

Issue: 

Date: 17/2/2008 

To Mr. XXXXX 

SUBJECT/ Warning 
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Herewith to comply with the request of the Minister of the Oil that is dated on 

the 27/12/2007.  

Since you have violated, you have been warned to evacuate the XXXXX 

number XXX and return it back to the North Gas Company, and you have 

been given a warning of 15 days to comply with the decision from the above 

date.  

Otherwise, legal action will be taken against of you and force used to eject you 

from the above property without having a court order. 

Deputy of the Director of Oil 

Meshal Hammed Al_juburri 

Director of legislation 

Doc. English (12) 

2.37 The Kurdish Parties Harbouring PKK Terrorist Organizations 

The PKK terrorist group, which has Marxist-Leninist roots, was formed in the 

late 1970s and launched an armed struggle against the Turkish government in 

1984, calling for an independent Kurdish state within Turkey. Since then, 

more than 37,000 people have died. During the conflict, which reached a peak 

in the mid-1990s, hundreds of villages were attacked and destroyed by the 

PKK terrorist organisation in the largely Kurdish southeast and east of Turkey, 

and hundreds of thousands of innocent people fled to cities in other parts of 

the country.  

After the fall of the Ba’ath regime in 2003, with the help of the KDP and 

PUK, the PKK terrorist organisation utilised northern of Iraq as a safe haven 

area and it was here that they built their training camps, hospital, and party 

offices. 

The Kurdish militias that are led by both Barzani and Talabani supported the 

PKK terrorist organisation with arms, logistical support, and transportation. 

The injured PKK terrorists who fought the Turkish army were transported and 

treated in Erbil hospitals, which were under control the KDP militia. They 

were provided with passports, identity cards and given the right to vote during 

the Iraqi election, and have since opened several party offices in Kirkuk, Erbil 

and Duhok.  

Instead of the PKK terrorist members being arrested by the US forces in 

conjunction with Kurdish police in north of Iraq but unfortunately they were 

provided with radio station by the Kurdish parties in North of Iraq. 
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Although the PKK have been recognised as a terrorist organisation by the 

European, USA and other countries. They have been armed and supported by 

the both Kurdish parties in north of Iraq and the PKK terrorist members have 

been allowed to base in the Candil mountains of northern Iraq; and the Iraqi 

Kurdish parties have been unwilling, to take action against PKK terrorist bases 

in north of Iraqi and both Kurdish parties and Us forces have been allowing 

the PKK terrorist members to carry out attack on Turkey territory. 

 

Figure. 52 PKK terrorist organizations broadcasting in Kirkuk 

 
Figure.53 FM Radio Welat, provided by the Kurdish militia for the PKK terrorist organization 

in Kirkuk 
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Figure.54 a PKK terrorist organization broadcasting station in Kirkuk 

 
Figure.55 a PKK terrorist organization broadcasting station in Kirkuk 

 

Figure 56 a PKK broadcasting station in Kirkuk, provided by the Iraqi Kurdish militia 
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Figure.56 A PKK terrorist supporters demonstrating and in the background a terrorist PKK 

flag can be seen, dated 13 February 2009 in Erbil northern of Iraq, which is under Massoud 

Barzani 

 

2.38 The Kurdish terror in north of Iraq 

Mr. Lokman Nejam Ahmed was born in 1 July 1968 in the district of Telkeef 

that is linked to the city of city of Mosul. He was arrested on 8 July 2007 on 

the Iraqi/Turkish border Ibrahim Alkhalil by the Kurdish secret police that are 

known as Assayish while he was travelling from the city of Mosul to Turkey 

with a group of a Turkmen from the city of Erbil. 

Mr. Lokman Nejam Ahmed was working as a deputy of the ITF (Iraqi 

Turkmen Front) in the city of Mosul and according to the witnesses who were 

with him at the time. They have confirmed that Mr. Lokman Nejam was 

forced out of his car by the Kurdish police at the Iraqi Turkish border Ibrahim 

Alkhalil by the Assayish.  

However, after months following his arrest his family with the help of Kurdish 

friends have managed to find out that he has been imprisoned in the city of 

Duhok by the Kurdish authorities. 

Only his immediate family has been allowed to visit him in prison. His family 

is allowed visit him once every two months. Mr. Lokman Nejam has been 

accused of various unfounded accusations and nevertheless the Kurdish police 

have totally failed to produce any evidence or proof of his illegal involvement 

against the Kurdish authorities. 

Thus, Mr. Lokman Nejam Ahmed’s family has approached the deputy 

governor of the city of Mosul for help and support but unfortunately no 

support was provided and he was released on 4 February 2009. 
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In my personal opinion the Turkoman people in Türkmeneli and especially the 

ITF members have been continuously arrested, imprisoned, tortured and 

treated inhumanely by the Kurdish police only for being a Turkoman as this 

happened recently to a teacher called Ganim Mahmud who is 60 years old, he 

was tortured and insulted by the Kurdish authority in north of Iraq but later on 

Mr. Ghanim Mahmud was released after a month of continuous torturing and 

was asked why his nephew is helping the Turkoman teachers in promoting 

Turkmen teaching. Mr. Lokman Nejam Ahmed has been kept in the Kurdish 

prison without formal charges and his case has not been submitted to the court.  

   

Figure 57 National Identity certificate of Mr. Lokman Nejam Ahmed 

 2.39  Abduction Turkoman News Reader by Kurdish police  

 

Figure.57 Türkmeneli TV Newsreader Mr. Timor Beyatli  

Mr. Timor Beyatli is a Turkoman citizen who is employed by the Türkmeneli 

TV as a newsreader at the Arabic section that broadcast from Kirkuk in Iraq.  

On 5 November 2008, Mr. Timor Beyatli left the city of Kirkuk and drove to 

Erbil airport to catch his flight to Istanbul (Turkey) where he had been invited 

to participate in a conference about Media and Journalism. Before boarding 
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the airplane, he made a call to his family in Turkey informing them that he was 

on his way to Istanbul and that he would contact them upon his arrival at 

Istanbul airport. Unfortunately, when the plane landed in Istanbul Mr. Timor 

Beyatli was not among the passengers because he had been abducted just 

before he got on the plane (on the 8.15pm flight) at Erbil airport by the 

Kurdish security forces (known as the Assayish, which belong to the Kurdish 

leader of the KDP party Massuad Barzani. Mr. Timor Beyatli was transferred 

from Erbil airport to a prison in the city of Erbil for further investigation. 

Because of the public, political and journalistic outrage and due to the media 

appeal. Mr. Timor Beyatli was released on 7 November 2008 and he was 

released without charges.  

2.40  Attacks on the Sayid Kizi cemetery in Musalla neighborhood in 

Kirkuk 

On April 16, 2009, a group of Kurds supported by the Kurdish militia 

destroyed the Turkoman graveyard in the neighborhood of Muslah in Kirkuk, 

which is known locally as Sayid Kizi Mezarlik as Sayid Kizi Graveyard’.  

Kurdish settlers came to the area from the district of Chamchamal, which is 

located outside the city of Kirkuk, and they were accompanied with bulldozers 

and dumper trucks. Local people informed the police authorities about the 

suspicious Kurdish activities in the area. Immediately, the police arrived and 

carried out an investigation. The perpetrator was arrested and during the 

interrogation, he revealed that his objective was to build several shops on the 

Turkoman land although the land is belonged to the Turkmen. The absence of 

law and order in the city allow Kurds to takeover properties not belonging to 

them. 

 
Figure.58 Turkoman graveyards destroyed by the Kurds 

During this investigation the perpetrator, introduced documents in an attempt 

to cover up the act. After the investigation, it was found that the documents 

that were in his possession were inadequate and he violated the Turkmen 
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cemetery. According to the Iraqi constitution, it is a criminal offence to attack 

a cemetery. 

The most striking thing is that the perpetrator is at large although the Kurdish 

governor for Kirkuk, Mr. Mustafa Abdullrahman, instructed several times not 

to take over ( Tajawiz which means takeover in Arabic Language ) the land 

but in practice he is turning a blind eye on the Kurdish infringements in 

Kirkuk and the surrounding area. 

 
                          Figure.59 Turkoman graveyards destroyed by the Kurds 

 
                         Figure.60 Turkoman graveyards destroyed by the Kurds 
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Figure.61Turkoman graveyards destroyed by the Kurds 

 
Figure.62 Turkoman graveyards destroyed by the Kurds 

  

Figure.63 Turkoman graveyards destroyed by the Kurds 
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Figure.64 document shows the land is belongs to Religion organization 
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Figure 65 document shows Turkoman religious leader did approve the land transfer 
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Figure 66 document shows the land is belongs to Religion organization 
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On 12 April 2009, the Türkmeneli TV cameraman and Türkmeneli TV 

correspondent Mr. Abbass Mohammed and Umit Abdullah were insulated and 

badly beaten by the Kurdish students while they were covering a books 

exhibition at the Law College in Kirkuk. The students were members of the 

Student Union of Kurdistan. The incident happened at the Law College 

premises with the current of the Dean of the Law College, but unfortunately, 

he was not able to stop this vicious attack for fear of a reprisal attack by 

Kurdish militia. 

During this vicious attack, their camera also was smashed to pieces and the 

most striking thing was that none of these students were arrested or ticked off 

by the college. 

2.41  Kurdish provocation the Turkmen in Kirkuk 

On 15 February 2009, the Kurdish militia who control the security in Kirkuk 

had deliberately unleashed a banner praising the PKK Kurdish Terrorist leader 

Abdullah Ocalan who is currently servicing a live imprisonment in Turkey for 

his involvement in killing almost 40,000 Turkish citizens. Although this 

organization is listed in the EU, USA, Turkey and other countries as a terrorist 

organization, the Kurdish Regional Government have openly provided 

logistical support and military shelter for the terrorist organization. 

 
Figure.67 a banner praising PKK terrorist hanged on the Kirkuk General Hospital wall, by the 

Kurdish militant 
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The Kurdish militia repeated the provocation in October 2009 when the 

Kurdish militia attached a banner on the Qishla Barrack wall in Kirkuk. Qishla 

Barrack was built by the Ottoman Empire and is at present been used as the 

headquarters for the Kirkuk police department. 

 
Figure.69 a banner praising PKK terrorist hanged on the Qishla wall by the Kurdish militias, 

October 2009 

2.42  Signature collection by force and family sensing 

In April 2009 the Kurdish militia supported by the Kurdish security known as 

Assayish, forced Turkoman employees at government offices and Turkoman 

families to information. 

At the same time, the Kurdish militias forced the Turkmen in Kirkuk to 

authorise a form that clearly indicates the promotion of the annexation of the 

city of Kirkuk to northern Iraq. However, forcing the people to sign a form 

against their will is illegitimate and against the Iraqi constitution.  

The Turkmen in Kirkuk after the fall the Saddam Hussein were helpless since 

the city security is under the control of Kurdish militia central government in 

Baghdad and is unable to stop this Kurdish militia abuse and oppression.  
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Figure.70 illegal information forms that was distributed to the Turkoman families by the 

Kurdish militia 
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2.43  The attack on the Turkoman graveyard  

 
Figure.71 Necdet Kocak executed by the Saddam Hussein Regime 

 

Figure 72 the vandalized tomb of Necdet Kocak 

On 8 May 2009, the tomb of the martyr and freedom fighter, Dr. Necdet 

Kocak in Musalla cemetery in Kirkuk who was executed by the Saddam 

Hussein regime in May 9 1980 was subject to the sabotage by unknown person 

or persons for the third time after the fall of the Saddam Hussein regime.  

The Turkmen strongly condemned and deplored the incident. In the view of 

the Turkmen, this sort of attack clearly reveals the mentality of the Kurdish 

militia in city of Kirkuk. These graves are basic symbols of the Turkmen 

struggle and price being paid for justice and freedom under the Saddam 

Hussein government.  
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On May 12
th

 2009, only a couple of days after the incident of the destruction 

of the tomb of Dr. Nejdat Kocak the Kurdish militia deliberately did the 

following. Fixed a sign on the historic Turkoman mosque called Naiboglu 

Mosque located in Musalla Neighbourhood in Kirkuk. 

The sign was written in the Kurdish language, the goal and objective of the 

Kurdish militia from installing this sign was to provoke the Turkmen. That it 

was very clear from the selection of the place the Kurdish militia had chosen 

to create a racial, religion indictment and sectarian war. 

The Kurdish militia well that no Turkoman would to destroy or vandalise the 

sign that was installed by the Kurdish militia on the wall of a mosque because 

of respect to the mosque on being a holy place. 

2.44  The abduction of Salih Abdulsamad Ibrahim in Taze Khormatu 

The special Kurdish security militants, that belong to the Kurdish parties and 

called Assayish, have carried out a vicious campaign against the Iraqi 

Turkmen citizens. The Iraqi Turkmen in such areas as Mosul, Kirkuk, Taze 

Khormatu, Tavuk ”Daquq”, Tuz Khormatu and other places are mainly 

inhabited by Turkmen. The Turkmen have been subject to random detention, 

kidnapping, torture and killing for no apparent reason. 

 
Figure.73 the wounds caused on the body Turkoman citizen Mr. Salih Abdullah Sammed 

Ibrahim by the Kurdish Secret Police 

The last of these inhumane acts against the Iraqi Turkmen occurred on Sunday 

24 May 2009, in the sub district of Taze Khormatu near Kirkuk. The Kurdish 

Assayish forces stationed there had kidnapped and tortured a 21-year-old 

Turkoman citizen Mr. Salih Abdullah Sammed Ibrahim who lives in Taze 

Khormatu. The Kurdish Assayish forces threatened to kill him because he had 

objected to the Kurdish Assayish Forces existence in Taze Khormatu.  



 

126 
 

Salih Abdullah Sammed Ibrahim stated he was walking home when a car 

deliberately hit him and some men got out of the car and started to beat him 

until he fell unconscious. He said that later they put him in the trunk of the car 

and took him to the Assayish centre where they made threats on his life and 

continued to beat him. 

The Kurdish Assayish had beaten him with clubs, fractured his arm with 

injuries and bruises all over his body. Eyewitnesses in Taze Khormatu 

informed the Turkoman police about this brutal event. The local police were 

able to free Turkoman citizen Mr. Salih Abdullah Sammed Ibrahim from the 

Kurdish Assayish capture.  

 

Figure.74 the Kurdish police kidnapped Turkoman citizen Mr. Salih Abdullah Sammed 

Ibrahim 

The Assayish threatened they would kill him and drop him in a water well. 

Taze police rescued him as the Assayish were trying to sneak away from the 

crime scene and he was told that if he made any complaint they would take 

revenge on him. The abduction operation was reported to the local police 

authorities by Ibrahim’s uncle and other eyewitnesses. The description from 

the above paragraphs shows the behavior the Kurdish Assayish against the 

peaceful Turkoman citizens. The attack by the Kurdish Assayish caused the 

following list of injuries to Assayish, Mr. Salih Abdullah Sammed Ibrahim: 

A fracture on his right arm 

Two fractures on his head (inflicted using the handle of a machine gun) 

A fracture to his right jaw, bruises, and scars on his back 
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The Turkoman parties have repeatedly demanded from the Iraqi central 

government the removal of the Kurdish militias affiliated to the KDP and the 

PUK, which have been working illegally in Kirkuk and its surrounding towns. 

The kidnapping and torture of the Turkoman citizens by the Kurdish militia 

illustrates the scale of the abuses taking place in Türkmeneli. 

 
Figure.75 Türkmeneli TV interview with Turkoman citizen Mr. Salih Abdullah Sammed 

Ibrahim  

 

Figure.76 Turkoman citizens Mr. Salih Abdullah Sammed Ibrahim after been beaten by the 
Kurdish police 
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Figure.77 the bruises caused on the body Turkoman citizen Mr. Salih Abdullah Sammed 

Ibrahim by the Kurdish secret police 

Abdul Sammed Ibrahim’s father has strongly condemned the attack calling 

upon the Iraqi government and the local administration in Kirkuk to shut down 

the Assayish centres in Taze Khormatu. Wide spread condemnations on the 

following day sparked the Turkoman citizens in Taze Khormatu to demand 

that the Iraqi government and the governor of Kirkuk close down the Kurdish 

security centres and force the Kurdish parties to withdraw all their armed 

militias from Turkoman regions. They also demanded that the Iraqi 

authorities provide more protection for the unarmed Turkoman citizens who 

are left to the mercy of the Kurdish Assayish. 

Taze Khormatu is a Turkoman city, with no Kurds or Arabs inhabitants, 

accordingly, the Kurdish militia’s presence is unwanted and the inhabitants of 

the city demand that the Prime Minister orders the expulsion of all Kurdish 

militias from their city. This was not the first incident of torture and abuse 

against Turkoman citizens in Kirkuk, Taze Khormatu, Tuz Khormatu and 

other areas populated by the Turkmen. The abuse against Salih Abdullah 

Sammed Ibrahim comes amid repeated visits of Kurdish political parties to the 

Turkoman political parties. During these visits Kurdish officials always speak 

of coexistence and bilateral historic relationships between Kurds and 

Turkmen, but such attacks show the brutally of the Kurdish Assayish against 

the Turkmen.  

Türkmeneli TV was the only one to report such abuses on Turkoman citizens 

by the Kurdish Assayish. After his rescue, Salih Abdullah Sammed Ibrahim 

was interviewed in a special TV programme on Türkmeneli TV. 

2.45  Armed attack on the house of the vice-president of the federation 

of students  
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Mr. Istibrak Yazaroglu Vice-President of the Federation of Students and 

Youth in Türkmeneli, had his home in Taze Khormatu subjected to a brutal 

assault with automatic weapons by unidentified attackers at midnight on the 

Friday 29
th

 of May 2009. After this savage attack, the colonel police of Taze 

Khormatu Mr Gengiz Rashid went to the scene, conducted the investigation, 

took all the precautionary measures to protect Mr. Istibrak Yazaroglu home, 

and provided him with police protection. [25]  

 

Figure.78 the attack on the house of the Mr. Istibrak Yazaroglu in Taze Khormatu shows the 
remarks of bullets on his home wall from Automatic gun machine 

 

Figure.79 Ali Kasapoğlu Türkmeneli TV correspondent interviewing Mr. Istibrak Yazaroglu 

in Taze Khormatu 

2.46  Turkoman citizens attacked by the Kurdish police force 

Kurdish Colonel Police Abdullah Kadir a member of KDP was an assistant 

officer in Saddam Hussein’s army. After the fall of the B’ath regime, he was 

appointed as a Colonel without graduating from university or military College. 

                                                        
25 http://www.Kerkük.net/haberler/haber.aspx?dil=2049&metin=2009053038 
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Kurdish Colonel Police Abdullah Kadir was appointed as the directorate of the 

Kirkuk Police Dog Training Department. 

On Sunday 31
st
 of May 2009, approximately 8:00pm, Colonel Abdullah Kadir 

with his bodyguard parked their police car in front of the workshop of 

Turkoman citizen Mr. Muhammad Bayramoglu, located near the Jiser 

Alshuhada ‘Martyrs Bridge’ at the entrance to Salah al-Din Street in the canter 

city of Kirkuk. Kurdish Colonel Police Abdullah Kadir duty was to remove all 

the stray dogs in the city. Instead, he and his bodyguard opened fire using a 

shotgun on Abbass and Hassan’s sons and two Turkoman workers causing 

serious injuries. 

 

Figure.80 the injured Turkoman by the Kurdish police in Kirkuk 

Turkoman citizens were attacked for no apparent reason. The most striking 

thing was that the Turkoman citizens were handcuffed and beaten publicly to 

spread fear and dismay among the Turkmen in an effort to force the Turkmen 

to leave Kirkuk. 

A Kurdish police car took the injured Turkmen and dumped them in front of 

the Kirkuk General Hospital. They were prevented from getting any treatment 

until the intervention of a doctor who was working in the hospital. The injured 

people were again beaten by Colonel Abdullah Kadir in the hospital and were 

insulted by Colonel Abdullah Kadir’s personnel.  
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Figure.81 the injured Turkoman by the Kurdish police in Kirkuk 

The Turkoman member of the Kirkuk Governing Council Miss Zale Neftci has 

complained to the Kirkuk Governor Mr. Mustafa Abdullrahman who is 

Kurdish also.  

 
Figure.82 the injured Turkoman by the Kurdish police in Kirkuk 

 
Figure.83 the injured Turkoman by the Kurdish police in Kirkuk that was broadcasted by 

Türkmeneli TV Station 
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Figure.84 the parents of the injured Turkoman by the Kurdish police in Kirkuk 

 
Figure.85 the injured Turkoman by the Kurdish police in Kirkuk 

 
Figure.86 the injured Turkoman by the Kurdish police in Kirkuk 
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Figure.87 the injured Turkoman by the Kurdish police in Kirkuk 

2.47  Municipality of Kirkuk; repeal of the Turkoman language the 

transit boards 

The Kurdish parties have been continuously carrying out a Kurdification of the 

city of Kirkuk and marginalization of the Turkmen in Iraq in general and in 

particular in the province of Kirkuk. On the 4
th

 of June 2009 The Traffic 

Engineering Section in the municipality of Kirkuk which is controlled by the 

Kurds installed new road signs and direction plates at intersections and streets 

of the city of Kirkuk, in Arabic, English and Kurdish but the Turkoman or 

Turkmen wording was absent although the Turkoman language is adopted as 

an official language in the governorship of Kirkuk. 

  

Figure.88 the name of Turkoman city of Erbil changed to Howler, also was removed from 

indication road sign 
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Figure.89 the name of Turkoman city of Erbil changed to Howler, also was removed from 

indication road sign 

However, the Kurdish marginalization did not stop there but went further by 

changing the name of the Turkoman city of Erbil to Howler on the road signs 

and also the name of the famous bridge of al_Tabakcheli in the city center of 

Kirkuk to a Kurdish name. All these measures were imposed on the Turkmen 

to create a Kurdish identity in Kirkuk 

 
Figure.90 the name of Turkoman city of Erbil changed to Howler, also was removed from 

indication road sign 

 
Figure.91 the name of Turkoman city of Erbil changed to Howler, also was removed from 

indication road sign 
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In the meantime, the Director of Roads and Bridges of Kirkuk and a member 

of the Turkmen bloc in the governing council, the engineer Mr. Qasim Hamza 

emphasised that the Turkoman language should be written beside of the other 

languages on the traffic signs and they should not marginalize the Turkmen in 

this topic because it will create a sensitivity and discrimination among the 

citizens and would negatively affect the peaceful coexistence among the 

residents of the city. 

Also Mr. Qasim Hamza indicated that the Turkoman bloc in the provincial 

council of Kirkuk, have protested to the President of the Provincial Assembly 

Rizgar Ali, who in turn expressed his willingness to discuss the matter at the 

next meeting of the Coordinating Body of the Council of the province for not 

including the Turkoman language along with other languages. 

2.48  Turkoman exposed to human rights violations 

Turkoman citizens in the city of Kirkuk are the most exposed ethnic group to 

violations of human rights. On 18 June 2009 in the dead of the night, a house 

of a Turkoman family was raided by Iraqi security forces, which mainly 

consisted of Kurds. The raid on the Turkoman house resulted in the arrest of 

four members in the same family by the Iraqi security forces without an arrest 

warrant. The Turkmen were taken away and the families were not provided 

with the name (location) of the place at which they were been detained. 

 
Figure.92 the damaged that was by the police 
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Figure 93 the damaged that was by the police 

 
Figure.94 the damaged that was by the police 

 

Figure.95 the damaged that was by the police 
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Figure.96 the damaged that was by the police 

 
Figure.97 the damaged that was by the police 

Türkmeneli TV carried out an interview with the mother of these Turkmen 

who were arrested. She stated, “1 p.m after of midnight, an Iraqi security force 

raided our house without having an arrest warrant or search warrant, they 

handcuffed us and then my sons were beaten by the police.”  
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Figure.98 the mother of the victims on the TV interview  

The security force raids on the house caused serious destruction of doors, 

windows and material damage to the property of the citizens. Images of the 

destruction caused by the police in Kirkuk were confirmed on Türkmeneli TV. 

Türkmeneli TV interviewed the youngest son of the family Ahmed Ali 

Ibrahim, aged twelve years, who had stated that the Iraqi police had “beaten 

my brothers and then destroyed our house”.  

 
Figure.99 the brother of the victims on the TV interview  

This Turkoman family originated from the Turkoman city of Telafer and 

moved to the city of Kirkuk due to the instability, lack of security and Kurdish 

abuse in Telafer. 
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2.49  The Kurdish terror showed its ugly face once again  

On the 5th of November 2008 a group of U.S. force (U.S. military personnel) 

accompanied by Kurdish security forces that are known as Assayish raided the 

home of a Turkoman citizen Nazim Suleiman Begoglu in the Turkoman city of 

Kirkuk, district of Al_thbat. According to a member of the family who was 

present in the house during the raid, the U.S. force, accompanied by a group of 

Kurdish security forces “Assayish” broke the doors into the house at around 

12:30am.  

They then arrested two of their sons Nabil Nazim Suleiman, aged thirty years 

and his brother Zakaria Nazim Suleiman of twenty-eight years who worked in 

a shop selling electrical appliances in downtown Kirkuk. During the raid the 

Assayish were wearing balaclavas, with a Kurdish flag on the arm of their 

uniforms and they spoke with a Kurdish accent from a different town. The 

Assayish and American forces destroyed their furniture and in general, the 

contents of the house, smashing doors and windows and randomly firing 

bullets using automatic machine guns inside the house in order to terrify the 

unarmed Turkoman family.  

They moved all the members of the family into a single room and they tied 

their hands behind their backs and made them faced the wall. The women and 

children were body searched  which is completely unacceptable in the culture 

and the tradition of the Islam and the in the Turkoman culture especially. This 

act was implemented by the hand of the Assayish and US forces despite the 

assurances that were given from the central government and officials not to 

raid the homes of the citizens without having a warrant issued. According to 

the information that has been released, the raiding forces had requested from 

the frightened Turkoman family to show them their savings and jewellery, the 

family did so under the force. Then the U.S. and Assayish forces stole the 

family’s savings and jewellery. US occupied forces in Kirkuk who are mainly 

responsible for the safety; security and the stability should investigate event. 

After the incident, the Turkoman family approached the police in Kirkuk, 

political organizations and the Kirkuk governor Mustafa Abdullrahman who is 

a Kurd and was appointed by the USA forces for help and assistance. A 

promise and assurance was given to the Turkoman family by the Kirkuk 

governor to investigate the incident and to secure their release but 

unfortunately no proper action was taken to secure their release.  

The arbitrary arrests of the two brothers, Zakaria and Nabil Nazim Suleiman 

Begoglu by the Assayish and US occupied forces are a violation of their 

human rights. They are still detained by the occupied forces and no one knows 

where they are imprisoned. The most striking thing is that, the family of the 
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detainees have not been given any reason for their arrest. Turkmen of Iraq call 

upon the Iraqi Prime Minister Nuri Al_Maliki, Turkish President Abdullah 

Gul, Journalists Union, and all Iraqi and international organizations defending 

human rights and freedom to demand that the Iraqi government provide 

protection for the Turkmen, Arabs and Assyrian from the Kurdish oppression 

that is being carried out by the Kurdish terror forces. The Kurdish terror forces 

are known as Assayish in North of Iraq. The Turkmen also call for the removal 

of the Assayish from the Turkoman city of Kirkuk and to be replaced with 

forces from central government consisting of Arabs, Turkmen, Assyrians and 

Kurds. 

2.50  Turkoman citizen terrorizing by group of police in the village of 

Yengejeh 

 
Figure.100 Turkoman citizens kicked by the Iraqi police in Turkoman village of Yengejeh 

2009 

The people of the village of Yengejeh which is linked to the Sub district of 

Tuz Khormatu were subjected to very inhuman treatment by the police during 

in attempt to arrest the Turkoman citizen when a summon was produced 

against him. The above picture illustrates the mentality and inhuman actions 

by the police whilst trying to arrest a Turkoman citizen. On 26 October 2009, 

armed police entered the village of Yengejeh. The police parked their car in a 

local football pitch that at the time was been used. Without any warning, the 

police started firing their automatic machine guns. The Turkoman people 

stared to run and take cover. The police then started to chase the people and 

stormed the Turkoman houses. The Iraqi police in the village were unable to 

do anything to stop the other police. The police continued to fire into the sky 

using automatic machine guns. The Turkoman citizen who was wanted by the 

police was found and arrested.  
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During his arrest, the man was beaten badly and was attacked by several police 

officers, and he was not able to resist the police attack. The police restrained 

him but the police continued punching him while one of the police continued 

to kicking him on the head in front of the local villagers. The police openly 

without hesitation carried out the footage of this inhuman attack and basic 

human rights abuse. Then the arrested Turkoman was dumped into the police 

pickup and they drove away. The Turkoman parties had condemned the 

actions of the police that was carried out in the village of Yengejeh to several 

attacks. 

The people of the village of Yengejeh denounced the practices of police forces 

and the provocative actions against the people of the village, where a group of 

police in the village, terrorizing citizens and the use of illegal means when 

they tried to arrest one of the citizens in the village. The hostile acts by the 

police were designed to terrorize the citizens. The accident led to angry 

reactions by the people of the village who have confirmed these actions do not 

befit any police or security men. Furthermore, Ali Hashim Mukhtar Ihsanoglu, 

Executive Committee Member of the Iraqi Turkmen Front and member of the 

Salahaddin province, stated that the police action for terrorizing young people 

within a football pitch is a blatant assault on the freedom of citizens and also 

called on security authorities to take into account the feeling of citizens and 

not to offend them under any circumstances. 

2.51 Kidnapping of the Turkmen by the Kurdish police  

An investigation should be applied to the city of Kirkuk by the central 

government especially after what happened recently in the city of Kirkuk, the 

abductions and killings of the Turkoman citizen have been taking place in full 

swing, which constitutes a direct threat to democracy obtained by the Iraqi 

people after the end of the Baathist tyranny. The main aim of this organization 

is to spread fear and intimidation into the hearts of citizens and to halt the 

wheels of democracy and for the acquisition of money from hostage’s 

families. The most striking thing is that Kurdish militias and especially those 

working in the security of central government, emergency forces and 

security Kurdish and Kirkuk, are subjecting the citizens to fear and terror 

instead of protecting them.  

On 20 October 2009, two Turkoman students were kidnapped from the city of 

Kirkuk. The first student was Mr.Ahmed Mohamed Nuradin, the son of well-

known ophthalmologists in the city of Kirkuk, and the other, Mr.Jawdat Sunan 

Alaqafili while they were going to their school in Kirkuk. They were stopped 

in broad daylight by the kidnappers who used a Nissan pick-up with a military 

license plate. The kidnappers then abducted the two students. They contacted 
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the family of the hostages by using the mobile phone of the driver who was 

transporting the two students to their school. [26 ]  

On the Thursday of the 5/11/2009 an anti-terror team fighting against 

terrorism managed to free students from the abductees at a Kurdish farm near 

Omer Beg in Sub-district of the Schwann. The Major police Turhan in Kirkuk 

stated that the two students had been released after an elaborate scheme and 

follow-up the kidnapper’s phone calls and an arrest was made one of those 

involved. During the investigation, the police had managed to locate the 

position abductees. When the police stormed the farm to release the kidnapped 

students, the troops came under intense gunfire from the abductees. The police 

responded immediately, killed one of the perpetrators who were later found to 

be a Kurdish officer in Iraqi army, and arrested one of the officers who held 

the rank of captain in the Iraqi national army and the two associated with 

Kurdish officers in the same regiment.  

The three Kurdish officers were arrested and taken to the police station for 

investigation two mortar rounds and bombs were confiscated. According to 

Maj. Gen. Turhan, during the investigation also the kidnappers have admitted 

to other crimes and the kidnapping of the other Turkoman citizens. Maj. Gen. 

Turhan also he stated in Türkmeneli TV that the successful arresting of the 

kidnappers was due to the refusal and insistence of the Dr. Mohammed 

Nuradin not to pay the kidnappers ransom of $400,000, despite the father of 

the other students paying a ransom of $50,000 and also tried to put pressure on 

Dr. Mohammed Nuradin to ensure the release of his son. The kidnappers 

revealed that were responsible of kidnapping another Turkoman businessman 

in Musalla neighborhood but ransom was paid to secure his release. 

2.52  A bomb targeted Khorma Khani in Kirkuk on 15 November 2009 

Khorma Khani market is considered one of the oldest popular traditional 

markets of Kirkuk and customized for the sale of fruits, vegetables and 

foodstuffs. The Khorma Khani market is located adjacent to several historical 

architecture such as Suq Kayseriya. The Khorma Khani market was subjected 

to a policy referred to as Arabisation. The Saddam Hussein government whilst 

in power used the Arabisation policy to dilute the Turkmen into Arab society. 

The policy was controlled and enforced by the Cooperative Federation. The 

Saddam Hussein government at the time established the Cooperative 

Federation. 

                                                        
26  http://www.latimes.com/news/nation-and-world/la-fg-iraq-Kerkük6-

2009dec06,0,4376105.story?page=2, By Liz Sly, December 6, 2009, Kirkuk, Iraq's 

simmering melting pot 

 

http://www.latimes.com/news/nation-and-world/la-fg-iraq-kirkuk6-2009dec06,0,4376105.story?page=2
http://www.latimes.com/news/nation-and-world/la-fg-iraq-kirkuk6-2009dec06,0,4376105.story?page=2
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During the Saddam era, the Cooperative Federation Union subjected the shops 

in the Khorma Khani market to rental control. In spite of fierce Arabisation 

campaign, that was carried out by the Ba’ath Party on changing the 

demography of the city of Kirkuk and in addition to the most vicious 

Kurdification policy that has been carried out by the Kurdish parties to change 

the identity and characteristic of the town including Khorma Khani market. 

The overwhelming majority of the vendor, dealer and grocery shops are 

Turkmen and only a handful is Arab and Kurds. After the fall the Ba’ath 

regime in 2003. The Kurdification policy continued, and increased 

dramatically and this Kurdification policy was designed to reduce the 

Turkoman influence in the Kirkuk.  

The Khorma Khani market was subjected to new bidding to reduce the 

Turkoman influence in the city and to decrease the Turkoman power in the 

Khorma Khani market. The municipality in the city of Kirkuk, which is 

mainly controlled by the Kurds, had built a modern market outside of Kirkuk 

to force and to drive the Turkoman vendors in the Khorma Khani market to 

leave the market. In addition to the municipality that is controlled by the 

Kurds an order was issued denying access to any cars and pickup trucks trying 

to enter the Khorma Khani market The Khorma Khani market is vital to the 

shop owners to transport their goods. Moreover, the council gave the bidding 

for the management of the market to the member of Kurdish party. As soon as 

the Kurdish contractor who took over the Khan dates management to imposed 

high rents on the Turkoman vendors and causing of this the Turkoman vendors 

in the market to demonstrate against the new management.  

On the 15
th

 of November 2009, a car was loaded with explosive and detonated 

in the Khorma Khani market. The blast caused the death of six Turkoman and 

injuries of 12 people. [27] Who did plant the bomb? How did the car enter the 

market and the security of the city is under the control of the Kurdish police? 

The question is here, How the Grey colour Ford car filled with explosives had 

entered the Khorma Khani market. How did it pass the checkpoints controlled 

by the Kurdish police, which are mainly Kurdish militia?  

2.53  Car bomb at the Salahaddin road in Kirkuk 

On 16 November 2009, a Ford car was filled with explosives and was left at 

the Salahaddin Street in front of Marqad Imam Ahmet in Kirkuk. The car was 

detonated. This resulted in the death of two brothers, Ahmed and Abbas, the 

sons of Mr. Raad. 

                                                        
27 http://www.alkal3a.com/sub/11-198/articles/article5.htm, Al Kal3a Newspaper/ Iraq 

 

http://www.alkal3a.com/sub/11-198/articles/article5.htm
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Mr. Ahmed was 19 years old and he got married recently. Mr. Abbass was 

only 15 years old. The explosion occurred in a very old Turkoman 

neighborhood. The explosion caused serious damage to the houses in the 

neighborhood. The objective of the people who set the explosive was to force 

out all of the Turkoman populated around that area.  

 
Figure.101 explosion at Salahaddin Street caused the death of Ahmed and Abbass 

 
Figure.102 explosion at Salahaddin Street caused the death of Ahmed and Abbass 

 
Figure.103 explosion at Salahaddin Street caused the death of Ahmed and Abbass 
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Figure.104 explosion at Salahaddin Street caused the death of Ahmed and Abbass 

 

Figure.105 explosion at Salahaddin Street caused the death of Ahmed and Abbass 

 
Figure.106 explosion at Salahaddin Street caused the death of Ahmed and Abbass 



 

146 
 

 

Figure.107 explosion at Salahaddin Street caused the death of Ahmed and Abbass 

      
Figure108 Ahmed     Figure.109 Abbass         Figure.110 the father of victims 

 
Figure.111 the Mother of Ahmed and Abbass during the TV interview 

2.54  Car bomb at the Atlas road in Kirkuk 

On 16 November 2009, a car bomb exploded at the Atlas Street in Kirkuk. The 

explosion caused injuries to two people and caused damage to all the 
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properties in the area. The targeted car was carrying people who worked for 

the Police Criminal Investigation in city of Kirkuk. 

 

Figure.112 explosion at Atlas Street in Kirkuk 

 

Figure.113 explosion at Atlas Street in Kirkuk 
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2.55  The assignation of Mr. Shahin Mohammed Mahmud 

On 16 November 2009, a body was found by the police in Kirkuk, behind the 

Mill on the Baghdad Road at the Wahed Huzayran Neighborhoods. After the 

post mortem analyses it was established that the body was identified as being 

Mr. Shahin Mohammed Mahmud who was abducted by the terrorist nine days 

previously. He was abducted while he was traveling to his place of work.  

Mr. Shahin Mohammed Mahmud was 37 years, married, and a father of two 

children. His body was taken to the Kirkuk General Hospital for postmortem 

analysis and later the hospital stated that his death was caused by a gunshot. 

He was shot with two bullets, one in the head and the other in the chest. His 

body was taken to the Al_musla graveyard for burial on 17 November.  

 
Figure.114 Shahin Mohammed Mahmud burial  

 
Figure.115 scenery burial of Shahin Mohammed Mahmud burial 
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Figure.116 the burial Shahin Mohammed Mahmud 

 
Figure.117 scenery of Shahin Mohammed Mahmud burial 

2.56  The assassination of ITF representative in Mosul 

 

Figure.118 banner of condolences attached on the wall for Mr. Yavuz Efendioglu 
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On the 22
nd

 of November 2009 Mr. Yavuz Efendioglu, who was the Iraqi 

Turkmen Front representative in the city of Mosul and was also a member of 

the Mosul governership, was assassinated at night outside of his house by a 

gunman in the Nur Neighborhood in Iraq's Nineveh province of Mosul; the 

assassin had fired a hail of bullets at him and he was killed instantly at the 

scene. He was born in 1965, was married and he was a father of four children, 

two boys and two girls. The youngest daughter was less than a year old. He 

also served a number of years in the Iraqi army but he left the army prior to the 

fall of Saddam Hussein in government. 

   
Figure.119 family of Mr. Yavuz Efendioglu and his youngest daughter of the victim 

According to his son, the assassin knocked the door and he went to answer it. 

The assassin told him in a poor Arabic accent; my sister is extremely sick and 

she is sitting in the car, could I speak to your father immediately. I would like 

to know if he could help us to transfer her to Turkey via the Iraqi Turkmen 

Front for treatment. He called his father and when his father arrived at the 

scene, suddenly the two assassinators opened a hail of bullets on him. They 

escaped into a stand-by car that was waiting nearby; his son tried to chase after 

the car but could not keep up. Mr. Yavuz Efendioglu carelessness in answering 

the bell for the terrorist at night and not having bodyguards with him was an 

act of negligence from his side.  
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Figure.120 sons of Mr. Yavuz Efendioglu            Figure.121 family of Mr. Yavuz Efendioglu 

Mr. Yavuz Efendioglu is a part of a well-known Turkoman family. He was a 

prominent Turkoman activist who had a firm stance in defending the rights of 

the Turkoman people and integrity of the Iraqi land. After his death, his body 

was transfered fron the city of Musul to his home town of Telafer for his 

burrial. [28] 

  
Figure.122 scenery of the burial of Mr. Yavuz Efendioglu in Telafer 

A large number of people from verious parts of Iraq attended his funeral in 

Telafer to express their sorrow and sadness to the family and relatives. In 

addition to, the Turkish consulate in the city of Mosul,  Turkish (former) 

Foreign Minister Ahmet Davutoğlu, The Turkish President Adviser, Mr 

Ershad Hurmuzlu, prominent Turkish Leader and Mosul Governor Ethil Al-

Najafi expressed their condolences. 

 

                                                        
28 http://www.france24.com/en/node/4931273 

 

http://www.france24.com/en/node/4931273
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Turkish former Foreign Minister Ahmet Davutoğlu telephoned the Turkish 

community leader in Iraq and offered the condolences of all the Turkish 

people. The Turkoman leader, prominent politicians and Turkoman 

businessman have been subjected to assignation, kidnapping and threats. In 

the view of many Turkmen, this was the agenda of the Kurdish authorities in 

northern Iraq. The Kurds want to move out all the Turkmen in that specific 

area and keep it under the control of the Kurdish regional government. 

 

 

   
Figure.123 the people who attended the funeral of Mr. Yavuz Efendioglu in hometown of 

Telafer 
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2.57  The assassination of Hazim Akber Yelan Gozbeyrakdar in Tuz 

Khormatu 

 

Figure.124 scenery of the funeral of the Mr. Hazim Ekber Yılangöz Beyrakdar 

On the Sunday 29
th
 of November 2009 gunman assassinated Mr. Hazim Ekber 

Yılangöz Beyrakdar from Çayırlılar Neighbourhood in the sub district of Tuz 
Khormatu at sunrise. The gunman opened fire on him when he went to answer the 

door; he was shot in the legs and chest.  

    
Figure.125 scenery of the bullet on the door of the victim Mr. Hazim Ekber Yılangöz 

Mr. Hazim Ekber Yılangöz Beyrakdar was taken to the Tuz Khormatu general 
hospital but he was turned away by the hospital doctor and sent to the city of Kirkuk 

under the pretext that the hospital had run out of anaesthetic, which is essential to 

carry out surgical operation for the removal of the bullets. However, he died on the 
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way to Kirkuk hospital, no one has been arrested, the perpetrator who carried out 

this despicable act is at large, and no one from hospital personnel was held 

accountable for his death.  

Mr. Hazim Ekber Yılangöz Beyrakdar was from Beyrakdar-Çayırlılar tribes 

and he was 54 years old and worked as a bus driver on a route in city of 

Kirkuk and sub district of Tuz Khormatu. He was married and father of eight 

children’s six boys and two girls. [29]  

 

Figure 126 scenery of funeral of Mr. Hazim Ekber Yılangöz Mr. Hazim Ekber Yılangöz 

 

Figure 127 scenery of funeral of Mr. Hazim Ekber Yılangöz Mr. Hazim Ekber Yılangöz 

                                                        
29 http://www.dha.com.tr/n.php?n=3b008229-2009_11_29 , YİNE TÜRKMENLER 

HEDEF ALINDI, 29 Kasım 2009 Pazar, Irak'ta Turkmeneli hedef alan saldırı ve suikast 

girişimleri devam ediyor. 

http://www.dha.com.tr/n.php?n=3b008229-2009_11_29
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2.58  Türkmeneli TV Station targeted in Kirkuk 

On the afternoon of 2 December 2009 a suspicious red car model Opel was 

parked 50 meters away from the Türkmeneli TV station headquarter in the 

city of Kirkuk. The locals had informed the police about the suspicious car, 

and it was destroyed by the bomb squad. 

The explosive did not cause any casualties or damages to the properties in the 

surrounding area. The car bomb was intended to explode near Türkmeneli 

TV station headquarter Khasa Tamari neighborhood in Kirkuk. 

Prior to destroying the car by special bomb squad team, the police 

department in Kirkuk took all the necessary measurements to avoid any 

casualties among the local. The destruction of the suspicious car lasted for 

more than three hours. 

 

Figure128 red car model after being destroyed by bomb squad unit Türkmeneli TV 

 
Figure129 red car model Opel stationed near Türkmeneli TV 
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Figure 130 red car model Opel stationed near Türkmeneli TV 

 
Figure 131 red car models after being destroyed by bomb squad unit Türkmeneli TV 

 
Figure 132 red car models after was destroyed by bomb squad unit Türkmeneli TV 

This sort of method has been used in Turkoman populated area to scare the 

Turkmen to force them out of the area. In the view of many Turkmen, the 

only ethnic group that gets benefit from ethnic cleansing of the Turkmen is 

the Kurdish parties since the Turkmen have been objecting the annexation of 

city of Kirkuk to be a part of Kurdish Regional Government. 
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2.59  The death of a district council of Telafer 

 

Figure 133 Al_haj Hussein Mohammad Ali Alakrish killed by a suicide bomber 

On 21 December 2009, the head of the District Council of Telafer Al_haj 

Hussein Mohammad Ali Alakrish was seriously wounded by a suicide 

bomber wearing an explosive belt in the center central of Telafer at the 

Hassan Koy Neighborhood while he was heading to one of the obituary in the 

city with a number of District Council members targeted his convoy. The 

explosion caused the death of one of his bodyguards and injured four other 

and two of the injured were in a critical condition. After the blast, Al_haj 

Hussein Mohammad Ali Alakrish was transferred to the Duhok General 

Hospital, but died before they could reach the Hospital. Alakrish became 

president of the Council of Tel After in 2005 after he got the highest votes in 

the local elections that took place at the time and was elected unanimously by 

the elected members for the District Council. He was the first Chairman of 

the Board after the occupation in 2003. 

2.60  The assassination Turkoman policeman Mr. Mustafa Mohammed 

Allahwerdi  

On the evening of 21st December 2009. A Turkoman police officer Mr. 

Mustafa Mohammed Allahwerdi at age 24 was assassinated in front of his 

house that is located in Baghdad Road in city of Kirkuk. The assassin fired a 

hail of bullets at him. He was killed instantly at the scene. 

2.61  Forcing the Turkmen to sign a petition letter 

On the 24th of December 2009, the director of the water distribution in the 

city of Mr. Ramazan Faris Nuri was removed from his position according to 

the letter that was sent from Ministry of Municipality and Construction in 

Baghdad. He was removed from his position because of being incompetent 

and too many complains about him. However, Mr. Ramazan Faris Nuri had 

rejected to accept the decision of the Ministry of Municipality and 

Construction in Baghdad. Then he and his supporters have threatened the 

entire Turkoman employees in the water distribution department from being 
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fired if they did not sign petition letter rejecting the ministerial order. Then 

the Turkoman employees complained to the deputy of Türkmeneli Party Mr. 

Ali Mahdi Sadik who in turn approached the Kirkuk governor Mustafa 

Abdurrahman who is also Kurdish. 

In addition to the deputy of Türkmeneli Party Mr. Ali Mahdi Sadik stated 

that the director of the water distribution in the city of Mr. Ramazan Faris 

Nuri the director of the water distribution in the city of Kirkuk refusal the 

order of the Ministry is due to the support of specific party to him, also stated 

this shows disobedience of the ministerial order show the parties influence in 

the administration of the city. Moreover, Ali Mahdi Sadik requested from the 

governor no one should be above the law and now should be forced to sign a 

petition without his consent. 

2.62  Provocation and attack on the Türkmeneli TV personal  

During the ceremony of marking the 88 anniversary of the Iraqi National 

Police that was carried out on the 9
th
 of January 2010 by the police academy 

in Kirkuk, to mark the 88 anniversary of the Iraqi National Police.  

The Kurdish police raised a large portrait of Massoud Barzani alongside of 

the president of Iraq Jalal Talabani who is Kurdish. The raising picture of 

Kurdish leader of Massoud Barzani alongside of Talabani had caused a lot of 

concern among the Turkmen and Arabs since Massoud Barzani has no link 

into Kirkuk and has no link into the events and also he does not hold any 

military or political position in Kirkuk. The raising of Massoud Barzani 

portrait was deliberately carried out in order to provoke the Arabs and the 

Turkmen. The incident occurred in the Kirkuk in the present of the chief 

police and larger number of Iraqi officer from Iraqi national Army. During 

the anniversary the Türkmeneli TV correspondent and the cameraman Isam 

Omer and Sami Beyrakdar respectively were attacked by the Kurdish Captain 

Sammed Mustafa Abdullah, and both were threatened with death by the 

Kurdish police captain Sammed Mustafa if they submit a complaint to the 

police about the incident. 

The Iraqi Turkmen Front representative for city of Kirkuk Arshad Salihi was 

in the ceremony and he officially complained to the chief police, informed 

the American regarding the incident, and held the American and the Iraqi 

police with a responsibility since they are responsible for police and security 

of the town.  

2.63  The assassination of the ITF guard in Al_qadisiya neighborhood 

On the Saturday 23rd of January 2010, unknown assassin with silencer 

handgun assassinated a 24-year-old Turkoman Citizen Mr.Ahmed Ibrahim 
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who was a guard at the Iraqi Turkmen Front at the Al_askeri neighborhood in 

Kirkuk. The victim’s body was taken to the Salih Bahaaddin Mosque at the 

Al_askeri neighborhood for prayer prior to the burial. Mr. Ahmed Ibrahim 

was buried at the Muslah graveyard in Kirkuk and according to the family of 

the victim, the police carried out no official investigation to determine the 

motive behind the attack.  

                           

   

Figure.134 voter guide pamphlets are printed only in Arabic, Kurdish and Assyrian whereas 

the Turkoman language was omitted. 

2.64  Turkoman boycott the electoral commission for elections seminar  

The Turkoman political entities and civil society organizations boycotted a 

seminar that was held by the Electoral Commission for elections in Kirkuk 

on 3 February 2010. 

The symposium was set up by the Commission Electoral Office of Kirkuk in 

the hall of Nowruz on the campaigns prior to the forthcoming parliamentary 

elections is scheduled to be held on the 7th of March 2010.  

The representatives of political entities and civil society organizations in 

Kirkuk attended the seminar. At the beginning of the seminar, the Turkoman 

delegations noticed that all the banners and instruction in the hall, which was 
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organized by the Commission Electoral Office of Kirkuk for promoting 

campaigns for the forthcoming parliamentary elections, were written only in 

Arabic and Kurdish language and Turkoman language was totally 

disregarded. The Turkoman language is the official language in Kirkuk, 

according to Article IV of the Iraqi Constitution.  

The Turkoman groups also noticed that the voter guide pamphlets that were 

distributed to the attendees were printed only in Arabic, Kurdish and 

Assyrian whereas the Turkoman language was omitted. 

The Turkoman groups who attended the seminar that was held by the 

Electoral Commission for elections protested against this unlawful action that 

was implemented. 

Representatives of the Turkmen withdrew from the room, boycotted the 

symposium, and presented a memorandum denouncing it. Mr. Ali Abbush 

deputy director for the Commission Electoral Office of Kirkuk presented an 

excuse to justify their actions with a statement about the non-arrival of the 

Turkoman language brochures from Baghdad. 

2.65  Kurdish forces attacked the house of the candidate of the Iraqi 

National Coalition 

On the 18 February 2010 Kurdish secret forces, known is as an Assayish and 

Kurdish militia (Peshmerga) stormed the house of the Turkoman candidate 

and member of the Political Reform Movement, Engineer Amar Hidayat 

Kahya and kidnapped his younger brother. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 135 the damaged caused on his house by Kurdish militia 

According to his youngest brother Mohammed, at 9:30 am the doorbell rang 

and I went to reply for it and found number they were a Kurdish militia and 

request from me to search the house and I have told that there are women in 

the house and suddenly pulled his handgun and hit me on the back of my 

neck and they forced their into the house. 
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Kurdish Assayish started to insult everyone in the house and they were using 

extremely bad language, they searched the house and they did not find 

anything in the house but they ransacked the content of the house and they 

caused a lot of damage to the property and its content. 

 

     

Figure.136 Kurdish flag installed on the roof of the Amar Hidayat Kahya by the Kurdish 

militia 

 

Figure.137 the Kurdish militia paste a poster of Kurdish Coalition candidate their door 

However, the Kurdish militia abuses did not stopped there but went further 

by kidnapping of his younger brother, and raised a flag of Kurdistan Alliance 

on the roof of the house and posted a poster of Kurdish Coalition candidate 
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for the incoming election on their main door. Nevertheless, Kurdish flag was 

removed and was replaced with an Iraqi flag. [30] [31] [32] 

   

Figure.138 showing Amar Kahya removing the Kurdish flag from his roof 

  

Figure.139 Amar Kahya removing the Kurdish flag from his roof 

    
Figure.140 Amar Kahya holding removed Kurdish flag 

                                                        
30 http://www.kerkukfeneri.com/ar/?p=1941 
31 http://www.bizturkmeniz.com/ar/showArticle.asp?id=18762 
32 http://www.tanis-turkmen.nl/index.php?sub=news&oi=16382&lang=ar&page=1 

 

http://www.kerkukfeneri.com/ar/?p=1941
http://www.bizturkmeniz.com/ar/showArticle.asp?id=18762
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On evening of 24 February 2010 unidentified gunmen attacked the house of 

the candidate of the Iraqi National Coalition Eng. Amar Hidayat Kahya in 

Kirkuk using two unmarked car numbers type Nissan Pickup and Toyota 

Nissan grey colour to terrify his family. 

The attackers have fired of bullets on his house after his family provided 

evidence and formal complaint against the Kurdish Assayish on his house on 

18 February 2010. Mr. Amar Hidayat Kahya accused police chief 

responsibility for this attack, as guard did not provide him and his family 

after the previous attack despite numerous claims. 

2.66  Kurdish attack on Turkoman student at Turkmen Martyr Day 

Altunköprü is a small Turkoman sub-district located 40km north of Kirkuk 

and the city lies to the north-west of Kirkuk. It is a 50km away from Erbil. 

[
33

] Altunköprü means 'Golden Bridge' in the Turkish language.  

The history of the city of Altunköprü dates back to 228 B.C. The indigenous 

inhabitants of Altunköprü are Turkmen, but in the mid - fifties and also in 

recent years, a large number of Kurds and Arabs migrated to this town 

seeking work as economic migrants, especially after the Kurdish rebels in 

1975 were quelled by the Iraqi Ba’ath regime.  

Altunköprü is a Turkoman authentic and it is one of the many Turkoman 

ancient sub-districts. [34][35]  

Altunköprü is approximately located between Erbil and Kirkuk. It is situated 

on the bank of Azab Alsfel (Little Zab) River. The Little Zab River, the Little 

Zab (al-Zāb al-Asfal) Arabic: (Kucik Zab) Turkmen, (Zēi Koya), Syriac.  

The historian indicated that the that Zab River was known as Altun Su 

(Golden Water), after building the two bridges over Altun Su, the name of 

sub-district was changed to Altun Su Köprü (golden water bridge), and with 

time, the word of Su was omitted, the name became Altunköprü. 

The Altun Su (Little Zab) divides the city into three main sections:- 

 Buyuk Yakha (Salahiya Neighborhood) 

 Orta Yakha 

 Kucik Köprü Mahaelis and Kucik Yakha 

                                                        
33 Turkmenelinden Notlar, Year 1 Issue 2 June 1999, Altunköprü Katliami Page 2 
34 The Turkmen and Kerkük, by Yucel Guclu, ISBN 978-1-4257-1853-4, Page 26 
35 The Turkmen and Kerkük, by Yucel Guclu, ISBN 978-1-4257-1853-4, Page 58 
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The economic location of Altunköprü is a geographical link and interception 

point between Erbil and Kirkuk, Baghdad and Mosul provinces. According to 

the historian, the sub district was named Altunköprü due to a variety of 

interpretation including:- 

 At the start of the construction of the bridge of Altunköprü in the sub-

district, a gold ring was suspended on the bridge which has a span of 

116m. A silver ring was suspended on the shorter bridge which 

spanned 54 meters. 

 The other historian states that the name of Altunköprü is derived from 

the fact that the people of the city of Altunköprü have collected pieces 

of gold from the inhabitants of the sub-district prior to building of this 

bridge. 

 Some historians states that the fertility of the territories and 

agricultural land and its wide range of its agricultural products, it was 

the equivalent to the value of gold. 

 It is likely that the name of Altunköprü derived from the Sultan Murat 

IV. As he passes from Altunköprü during his visit to Baghdad in 

1683, he ordered the establishment of the two bridges to carry 

commercial and military equipment. The historian also reveals that 

Sultan Murat IV had donated two pieces of gold that hung above each 

bridge. 

 The name of Altunköprü is derived from two Turkish words, Altun 

which mean gold in Turkish language and the word Köprü meaning a 

bridge in Turkish language, thus the name of Altunköprü stands for 

golden bridge in the Turkoman language.
 [36]

 

 The Turkoman clans and families that are inhibited in Altunköprü 

(Altunköprü) are considered as indigenous people of the city. The 

roots of the people are derived from Turkish Oghuz clans who 

originally migrated from central Asia and settled at various parts of 

Iraq and this settlement was after the Sumerians settlement in Iraq. 

Almost immediately after Iraq accepted the ceasefire on the 3
rd

 of March 

1991 with allied forces, uprisings began to spread from dissident areas in the 

north and south of the country. 

                                                        
36 Felah Yazeroglu, Bizturkmeniz Website, 2011, Min Diyar Al_Turkmen, Madinet 

Turkmaniya Thata Jemal Ve Tabiaa Khalaba, 

http://www.bizturkmeniz.com/ar/showArticle.asp?id=20461 
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The Shi’aa in Basra, Najaf and Karbala in southern Iraq took to the streets in 

protest against the regime. Turkmen and Kurds in the north persuaded the 

local military to switch sides against the Saddam Hussein government and 

as a result of this; the city of Suleimaniya was the first large city to fall into 

the hands of the rebels. 

Within a week the Kurdish rebels controlled the Kurdish Autonomous 

Region and the nearby city of Kirkuk. However, in mid-February, President 

Bush Snr. had called on the Iraqi people and military to take matters into 

their own hands but the hope for US support never came.  

 

Instead, the Iraqi helicopter gunships arrived. Iraqi civilians and suspected 

rebels were arrested and executed in a masse, and hospitals, schools, 

mosques, shrines and columns of innocent escaping refugees were bombed 

and shelled by the Saddam Hussein regime. 

According to the US, who were criticized for allowing Saddam Hussein 

regime to continue using the military helicopters, between 30,000 and 

60,000 people were killed. During the uprising in March 1991 against the 

Iraqi regime, the inhabitants of the Altunköprü decided to leave the town 

after they heard that Kirkuk was re-taken by the Iraqi regime. Looting, 

burning property and summary execution were taking place by the Saddam 

Hussein security and armed forces. 

With news of the summary executions, opposition to the Iraqi regime 

quickly spread to Altunköprü. To avoid reprisal, persecution and revenge 

from the Iraqi secret service and republican guard, the Turkoman inhabitants 

of Altunköprü decided to escape and shelter in safe areas. 

The fleeing Turkoman population from Altunköprü were ambushed and 

rounded up by the Iraqi army, and the consequence was that all males were 

separated from females. The Iraqi armed forces and Iraqi secret service on 

the spot executed hundreds of Iraqi Turkmen.  

It took two weeks from this despicable crime against the civilian people 

before the relatives of the dead people were allowed to recover the bodies 

and have them buried by their families. The Iraq government then 

confiscated the properties of these executed Turkmen. The dead Turkmen 

were buried in a mass grave by Saddam Special Forces and their bodies 

were later found in a mass grave in Debis, near Kirkuk. Since then the 

Turkoman people commemorate the execution of hundreds of Turkoman by 

the Saddam Hussein regime. 
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On the 28
th

 of March 2011, Turkoman students at the Technical Institute of 

Kirkuk were celebrating the occasion of the ‘Turkoman Martyr Day,’ after 

Turkoman students tried to hold a ceremony to mark the deaths of Turkmen 

killed under Saddam Hussein government in 1991 in Altunköprü.  

 

 

Figure.141 Turkoman students clashing with Kurdish students at the entrance of Technical 

Institute of Kirkuk during commemoration the occasion of the ‘Turkoman Martyr Day 

 

Figure.142 Members of Turkoman students union at the Technical Institute of Kirkuk 

protesting against the Kurdish attack at the ‘Turkmen Martyr Day” 
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Figure.143 Kurdish student carrying a Kurdish provoking Turkoman students at the 

Technical Institute of Kirkuk were celebrating the occasion of the ‘Turkmen Martyr Day” 

 

Figure.144 Turkoman students at the entrance of Technical Institute of Kirkuk protesting 
against the Kurdish attack during the commemoration the occasion of the ‘Turkoman Martyr 

Day 

 

Figure.145 Turkoman students at the entrance of Technical Institute of Kirkuk protesting 
against the Kurdish attack during the commemoration the occasion of the ‘Turkoman Martyr 

Day 
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Figure.146 Turkoman and Kurdish students throw rocks towards each other outside the 

Kirkuk Technical Institute when Turkoman students tried to hold a ceremony to mark the 

deaths of Turkmen killed under Saddam Hussein.  

 

Figure.147 Police at the entrance of Technical Institute of Kirkuk trying to diffuse the 

clashes between the Turkoman and Kurdish students during the commemoration the 

occasion of the ‘Turkoman Martyr Day” by Turkoman student 

Fighting broke out when Turkoman students sought to hold the ceremony to 

honor their dead. A similar ceremony was held last week to honor Kurds 

killed under Saddam in a 1988 poison gas attack in the town of Halabja. A 

few days ago from the clashes between the Turkoman and Kurdish students, 

the Kurds were marking the events of Halabja, and Turkoman and Arab 

students did nothing to stop them. But on the 28
th
 of March 2011 Turkoman 

Martyr Day the Turkoman students prevented from observing it because of the 

Kurdish hatred toward the Turkmen.
 
[ 37][38][39] 

                                                        
37Ref:http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2011%5C03%5C29%5Cstory_29

-3-2011_pg4_8 
38 Turkmen, Kurd students clash in Iraq's Kirkuk, Mon, 28 Mar 2011, Source: Reuters // 

Reuters,* Nine students, three police injured in riot* Kirkuk's status one of Iraq's 

http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2011%5C03%5C29%5Cstory_29-3-2011_pg4_8
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2011%5C03%5C29%5Cstory_29-3-2011_pg4_8
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Although the Turkoman students had been given permission by the Dean 

one day before the ceremony, the Dean revoked his decision. In response 

Turkoman students raised ITF (Iraqi Turkmen front) flags and chanted 

“Long live Turkmen.” Kurdish students could not bear this and quarrel 

broke out” 
 

Turkoman students were attacked by hundreds of Kurdish students when the 

Turkoman students raised the flag of the Turkoman Front. Then a clash occurred 

between the Kurdish and Turkoman students when the Kurdish students tore the Turkoman 

flag and commenced throwing rocks towards the Turkoman students who 

were marking the events of Altunköprü massacre that was carried out 

against the Turkmen by Saddam Hussein regime.  

As the result of the clashes, riot police were deployed and the city’s police 

chief arrived to separate the fighting sides. Nine students and three 

policemen were wounded in the clashes according to sources at Kirkuk’s 

hospital and its military operations centre. [40][41][42] 

The policemen tried to separate the fighting students and three Kurdish 

students and one Turkoman were arrested. According to Police, Captain 

Athir Ghazi’s statement “the fight between the Turkoman and Kurdish 

students erupted after Kurdish students refused to allow the Iraqi flag to be 

raised”. [43]
 

2.67  Assassination of Turkoman neurosurgeon Dr. Yildrim Abbas 

Demirci 

                                                                                                                                         
thorniest political issues By Mustafa 

Mahmoud,http://www.trust.org/alertnet/news/turkmen-kurd-students-clash-in-iraqs-

kirkuk/ 
39 http://www.unpo.org/article/12453, UNPO, unrepresented Nations and peoples 

organization 
40Ref:http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2011%5C03%5C29%5Cstory_29

-3-2011_pg4_8 
41 Turkmen, Kurd students clash in Iraq's Kirkuk, Mon, 28 Mar 2011, Source: Reuters // 

Reuters,* Nine students, three police injured in riot* Kirkuk's status one of Iraq's 

thorniest political issues By Mustafa 

Mahmoud,http://www.trust.org/alertnet/news/turkmen-kurd-students-clash-in-iraqs-

kirkuk/ 
42 http://www.unpo.org/article/12453, UNPO, unrepresented Nations and peoples 

organization 
43 

http://www.democraticunderground.com/discuss/duboard.php?az=view_all&address=10

2x284656 

http://www.trust.org/alertnet/news/turkmen-kurd-students-clash-in-iraqs-kirkuk/
http://www.trust.org/alertnet/news/turkmen-kurd-students-clash-in-iraqs-kirkuk/
http://www.unpo.org/article/12453
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2011%5C03%5C29%5Cstory_29-3-2011_pg4_8
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2011%5C03%5C29%5Cstory_29-3-2011_pg4_8
http://www.trust.org/alertnet/news/turkmen-kurd-students-clash-in-iraqs-kirkuk/
http://www.trust.org/alertnet/news/turkmen-kurd-students-clash-in-iraqs-kirkuk/
http://www.unpo.org/article/12453
http://www.democraticunderground.com/discuss/duboard.php?az=view_all&address=102x284656
http://www.democraticunderground.com/discuss/duboard.php?az=view_all&address=102x284656
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Dr. Yildrim Abbas was an outstanding student at the Faculty of Medicine 

University, Mosul. He completed his Bachelor of Medicine in 1985. He 

continued with higher education and also won a 

doctorate in medicine and neurological surgery, in 

1989. 

Dr. Yildrim Abbas Demirci was appointed in 1985 

as a doctor in Kirkuk hospital and he then 

transferred to Martyr Adnan Hospital, Baghdad. 

Dr. Yildrim Abbas Demirci completed his 

specialization under Consultant, Dr. Saad Al_Wettri 

had a high regards for Dr. Yildrim Abbas Demirci 

and Dr. Saad Al_Wettri whenever he was on leave he asked Dr. Yildrim 

Abbas Demirci to stand in for him at work. 

 

Dr.Yildrim Abbas Demirci was transferred back to the General Hospital, 

Kirkuk as a Specialist Surgeon in Neurology in 1993, and he is widely 

credited with the development of the first division of Neurological Surgery in 

Kirkuk in 1993. 

Dr. Yildrim Abbas Demirci performed rare operations in Iraq; he also 

removed a tumor from a newborn baby's brain, in conjunction to performing 

minute brain and lumbar spine surgeries. 

Dr. Yildrim Abbas Demirci participated at Merga in Neurological Science 

Conferences with the war-disabled and at many conferences of the Union of 

Iraqi doctors, Baghdad. In addition to his competency in Medical and 

Scientific lectures, he wrote for local newspapers and magazines. 

Dr.Yildrim Abbas Demirci continuously helped people in a humanitarian 

manner by treating the injured and people on a low-income. He allocated one 

day a week at his clinic to treat patients free of charge, as his contribution to 

helping others.  

Dr. Yildrim Abbas carried out and participated in emergency treatment of 

patients during the attacks on Kirkuk and its suburbs, especially in the district 

of Tuz Khormatu, Daquq and Taze Khormatu during the period, 2005 - 2010. 

On Monday, 5
th

 of September 2011 while Dr.Yildrim Abbas Demirci was 

returning home with his brother from his clinic in Kirkuk, he was 

assassinated by gunmen who were waiting for him, in front of his father's 

house in the Tessin Neighborhood. These gunmen also killed his brother 
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Zeynal Abidine Abbas who was a University Lecturer; they were both killed 

at the scene. 

On the 6
th

 September, 2011 Dr.Yildrim Abbas Demirci body was transferred 

and buried at the family graveyard in the Turkoman district of Daquq. The 

Vice President of the Iraqi Turkmen Front, Ali Hashim Muhtaroğlu, and the 

head of Kirkuk’s Provincial Council, Hassan Turan, the Deputy Governor of 

Kirkuk, Rakan Saeed, members of Kirkuk’s Provincial Council. Kirkuk’s 

General Manager of Health, Dr. Sadiq Omar, Kirkuk’s Deputy Director 

General, Police Major General, Turan Abdul Rahman Agha, Kirkuk’s Head 

of the Union of Physicians, Dr. Mohsen Abdul Majid, Clerics, 

representatives of Political Parties in Kirkuk, the Chairman of the Board of 

Kirkuk, Mounir Alqafili, Leaders and Military Police Officers, Doctors, 

Medical Professionals, Notables, Tribal Leaders, Political figures, cultural, 

scientific, social figures and also representatives of civil society organizations 

attended his funeral.  

 

Dr.Yildrim Abbas Demirci was one of the best known and prominent 

Neurosurgical Doctors in Kirkuk. The death of Dr. Yildrim Abbas Demirci 

was a great loss and tragedy for the Turkoman people. [44]  

Kirkuk’s Turkmen were outraged at his assassination and that there was an 

organized campaign targeting these intellectual Turkmen in Kirkuk. Kirkuk 

City on the day of his assassination funeral witnessed demonstrations by the 

Turkmen who condemned his death and called for prosecution of the 

perpetrators. 

Kirkuk’s Turkoman MP, Arshad Salehi blamed the attacks targeting 

Turkmen on ‘weak intelligence services’ and a lack of balance in Security 

Forces Corps between the ethnic groups of the city.  

Arshad Salehi also criticized the Iraqi parliament for failing to send a fact-

finding committee to look into the situation in Kirkuk. The parliament had 

formed the committee in the previous month. 

Following the death of Dr.Yildrim Abbas Demirci, Turan Mufti the Minister 

of State for Provincial Affairs and Leiden Khalid, Senior Agent for the 

Interior Ministry of Police Affairs met with Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki in 

order to discuss Turkmen concerns. They both demanded from the Prime 

Minister Nuri al-Maliki, provision of safety and security for the Turkmen in 

                                                        
44 http://www.bizturkmeniz.com/ar/showArticle.asp?id=22766, Felah Yazeroglu 

http://www.bizturkmeniz.com/ar/showArticle.asp?id=22766
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their areas and that the necessary steps are taken to stop the targeting of the 

Turkoman citizens. 

The prime minister of Iraq, Mr. Maliki promised to follow up on these 

concerns; he also personally promised them to honor the Turkoman demands 

for provision of better security and protection of the Turkoman citizens. 

2.67  Assassination of Turkoman Maj. Gen. Adnan Abdul Razzaq al- 

in Kirkuk 

On 4
th

 September, 2012 Director General of Internal Affairs in Kirkuk 

province, Turkoman Maj. Gen. Adnan Abdul Razzaq al-Bayyati was killed. 

The reason being the fact he was a Turkmen, Also to instil fear among the 

Turkoman population and force them to leave city of Kirkuk. 

Col. Salam al-Jaf told Al-Shorfa Kirkuk’s police spokesperson stated that an 

armed group driving an SUV opened fire on al-Bayyati with machine guns, 

as his convoy passed through Tisseen Street, in southern Kirkuk. Maj. Gen. 

Adnan Abdul Razzaq al-Bayyati was killed instantly in the attack; a member 

of his security team was also seriously wounded in the attack. 

 

 
Figure.148 Turkoman Maj. Gen. Adnan Abdul Razzaq al-Bayyati 
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Figure.149 Turkoman Maj. Gen. Adnan Abdul Razzaq al-Bayyati being buried in Kirkuk 

 

Figure.150 Figure.149 Turkoman Maj. Gen. Adnan Abdul Razzaq al-Bayyati being buried in 

Kirkuk 

2.68  Ethnic cleansing of the Turkmen  

On the 16
th

 of December 2012 numerous Turkoman religious and properties 

were blasted by the terrorist organization in Kirkuk. The objective and the 

goal of targeting of Turkoman prosperities were displacing the Turkmen from 

Kirkuk and control their land and hence to control the hub of the Kirkuk oil 

which is considered the vein of the Iraqi economy. 

The terrorist had targeted the Turkoman shrine of Imam Ali and complex 

radio in the Musalla neighborhood in central Kirkuk. The area is civilian area 

and there were no any military and security present in the neighborhood and 

this was a clear indication for targeting the Turkmen. Also the on the 16
th

 of 

December 2012 terrorist targeted Hussein Zahra  in the Dur Al_Sikik in 

south of Kirkuk, and the Al_Hay Al_Askeri at the amid of Taze Khormatu 
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using eight blasts by a car bomb and five improvised explosive devices and 

two Katyusha rockets. 

The Turkmen were outraged about targeting them and a large number of 

Turkmen across the social networking site, Facebook, signed a petition 

demanding the Kurdish governor of Kirkuk Necmettin Kerim and Kurdish 

police chief of Kirkuk Jamal Taher to resign raising the slogan “leave 

because you have failed to protect Kirkuk”. 

After the fall of Saddam Hussein in 2003, the American’s gave the power to 

the Kurds and the Kurdish militia controlled the security and police in 

Kirkuk. The overwhelmed Kurdish police serving in Kirkuk were unqualified 

and brought in by the Kurdish party to Kirkuk with the help of the 

American’s and as the consequence, the security in Kirkuk became very 

inefficient. The bombings in Kirkuk on Sunday, 16 December, 2012 resulted 

in 32 dead and 8 wounded.  

 

  Figure.151 Damage that cause Turkoman prosperities by the terrorist bomb on the 16th of 

December 2012  

 

Figure.152 Damage that cause Turkoman prosperities by the terrorist bomb on the 16th of 

December 2012  
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Figure.153 Damage that cause Turkoman prosperities by the terrorist bomb on the 16th of 

December 2012  

 

Figure.154 Damage that cause Turkoman prosperities by the terrorist bomb on the 16th of 

December 2012  
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Figure.155 Damage that cause Turkoman prosperities by the terrorist bomb on the 16th of 

December 2012  

 

Figure.156 Damage that cause Turkoman prosperities by the terrorist bomb on the 16th of 

December 2012  

 

Figure.157 Damage that cause Turkoman prosperities by the terrorist bomb on the 16th of 

December 2012  
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Figure.158 Damage that cause Turkoman prosperities by the terrorist bomb on the 16th of 

December 2012  

 

Figure.159 Damage that cause Turkoman prosperities by the terrorist bomb on the 16th of 
December 2012  

 

Figure.160 Damage that cause Turkoman prosperities by the terrorist bomb on the 16th of 

December 2012  
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Figure.161 Damage that cause Turkoman prosperities by the terrorist bomb on the 16th of 

December 2012  

 

Figure.162 Damage that cause Turkoman prosperities by the terrorist bomb on the 16th of 

December 2012  

2.69  Slaughtering of two Turkoman teachers in Kirkuk 

                                  
             Abdel _Hussein Mahmoud Hamdi            Kasim Naseh Shoukur 
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Figure.163 Photos shows the bodies of two Turkoman teachers Abdel _Hussein Mahmoud 

Hamdi and Kasim Naseh Shoukur found, they were tortured, shot and burned and thrown on 

the road side near the Humera village which is located 35km south of Kirkuk 

On the Sunday 16
th

 of December 2012 four masked gunmen drove a Kia 

model car carrying automatic machine guns and snipers in area near village 

of Alzirkatta Arifeyat which is attached to the sub district Alrashad located 

60km southern city of Kirkuk. The four gunmen kidnapped two Turkoman 

teachers including Abdel Hussein Mahmoud Hamdi, and Kasim Naseh 

Shoukur. Abdel _Hussein Mahmoud Hamdi was born in 1976 and was 

appointed as a teacher at Rumaythah School on the administrative order 

number 6065 on 06
th

 of March 2005 and commenced teaching on the 9
th
 of 

March 2005. Whereas, Kasim Naseh Shoukur who was born in 1976 and 

graduated from the University of Mosul in northern of Iraq was appointed as 

a teacher at the Rumaythah school on the administrative order number 742 on 

the 11
th
 of January 2005 and he commenced teaching on the 12

th
 January 

2005. 

On the Monday, 17the of December 2012, the bodies of two abducted 

teachers were thrown on the road side near the Humera village, which is 

located 35km south of Kirkuk, both bodies were carrying signs and traces of 

torture and bullets and both bodies were burnt.  

The death of these two Turkmen generated deep reactions among the 

Turkmen in Iraq and the incident shocked the Iraqi people. In the view of 

many of the Turkmen, the two teachers were killed for sectarian reason and 

for only being Turkmen. It is the view many of Turkmen that the 

organization and military group behind this brutal attack and atrocity is to 

fulfill their political agenda by bring the fear into Turkoman ethnics and 
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forcing and displacing them from their land in Türkmeneli and more 

specifically, the city of Kirkuk which is considered the hub for the Iraqi oil 

production. 

Both Kurds and Arabs are fighting to control the city of Kirkuk for economic 

reasons although the indigenous people of Kirkuk are actually Turkmen. 

However, in the city of Kirkuk, the focus as on the Turkoman population 

which was subjected to brutal Arabisation policies that were carried out by 

the Saddam Hussein government to eliminate the Turkoman identity in 

Kirkuk.  

However, since the fall of the Saddam Hussein government in 2003, the city 

of Kirkuk has been subjected to major demographic changes by the Kurds in 

a more brutal way than that which was carried out by the Saddam Hussein 

government.  

The demographic changes that have been carried out by the Kurds is to 

obliterated and diminish the Turkoman identity in the city of Kirkuk, then to 

control the hub of the Kirkuk oil which is considered the vein of the Iraqi 

economy. Kurds would like to add Kirkuk to their nearby semi-autonomous 

region, but Arabs and Turkmen in the city categorically oppose this idea. 

2.70  Targeting the Turkmen at the Husseiniya of Syid al-Shuhad  

On the Wednesday 23rd of January 2013 the Turkoman people, politicians 

and local officials were gathered at the Husseiniya of Sayid al-Shuhada in the 

Turkoman district of Tuz Khormatu which is located 60km south of the city 

of Kirkuk and east of the province of Tikrit. The Turkoman gatherings were 

mourning the death of the Turkoman citizen, Ahmed Salah Asker who was 

assassinated by a terrorist in Tuz Khormatu by using a silencer gun.
 
[45][46] 

The suicide bomber was wearing explosives around his waist. He entered the 

Husseiniya of Sayid al-Shuhada and he blow himself up in the middle of a 

funeral killing over 42 people and wounding 75 others, according to security 

and medical officials. [47][48][49] The blast on Wednesday 23rd of January 

2013 that struck the Sayid al-Shuhada mosque in Tuz Khormatu was 

designed to have a maximum effect by targeting the funeral of a relative of a 

                                                        
45 http://www.bizturkmeniz.com/tr/showArticle.asp?id=26667 
46 http://www1.alforattv.net/modules/news/article.php?storyid=84903 
47 http://www.shafaaq.com/en/news/4889-bombing-outcome-in-tuz-khurmato-rises-to-

25-dead-and-88-injured-people-.html 
48 http://www.democraticunderground.com/1014377920 
49 Iraq bars Turkish ambulance plane from landing in Kirkuk, 10 February 2013 

/MİNHAC ÇELİK, İSTANBUL; http://www.todayszaman.com/news-306636-iraq-bars-

turkish-ambulance-plane-from-landing-in-kirkuk.html 

http://www.bizturkmeniz.com/tr/showArticle.asp?id=26667
http://www1.alforattv.net/modules/news/article.php?storyid=84903
http://www.shafaaq.com/en/news/4889-bombing-outcome-in-tuz-khurmato-rises-to-25-dead-and-88-injured-people-.html
http://www.shafaaq.com/en/news/4889-bombing-outcome-in-tuz-khurmato-rises-to-25-dead-and-88-injured-people-.html
http://www.democraticunderground.com/1014377920
http://www.todayszaman.com/news-306636-iraq-bars-turkish-ambulance-plane-from-landing-in-kirkuk.html
http://www.todayszaman.com/news-306636-iraq-bars-turkish-ambulance-plane-from-landing-in-kirkuk.html
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politician, Ahmed Salah Asker who was killed a day earlier and worked at 

the health sector in Tuz Khormatu.  

         

Figure.164 Mourners at the funeral of Turkoman citizen Ahmed Salah Asker who was 

assassinated by terrorist with silencer gun 

 

Figure.165 Brother of the Turkoman citizen Ahmed Salah Asker who announced Turkmen 

has to protect themselves without depending on the Iraqi government and other governments 

 

   Figure.166 Mourners at the funeral of Turkoman citizen Ahmed Salah Asker wrapped with a 

Turkoman flag 
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Figure.167 The deputy of the ITF Ali Hashim Muhtaroğlu condemning the attack on the 

Ahmed Salah Asker who was assassinated by terrorist group with silencer gun 

 

Figure.168 The deputy of the ITF Ali Hashim Muhtaroğlu condemning the attack on the 
Ahmed Salah Asker who was assassinated by terrorist group with silencer gun 

 

Figure.169 Colloquies of Ahmed Salah Asker who was assassinated by terrorist were 

condemning the attack 
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After the explosion corpses were on the ground of the Husseiniya of Sayid al-

Shuhada. The suicide bomber managed to enter and blow himself up in the 

middle of the mourners and no group claimed responsibility of the attack. 

This attack came after more than four weeks of anti-government protest in 

the city of Rumadi.  

The deputy chief of the Iraqi Turkmen Front Ali Hashim Muhtaroğlu, a 

provincial councilor in Salahaddin province Ahmed Abdullwahet Koja and 

the member of the Kirkuk provincial council, Munir Alqafili were among the 

injured. The blast also took the life one of the most prominent and well 

known writers and poets, Mohammed Mehdi Bayat, who had successfully 

played a tremendous role in promoting and reviving the Turkoman literature 

in Türkmeneli. 

 

Figure.170 the Turkoman poet and writer Mohammed Mehdi Bayat who was killed in the 

blast at the Husseiniya of Sayid al-Shuhada in Tuz Khormatu 

The blast took the life of one of the well-known Turkoman poets and writers, 

Mohammed Ali Kasap, who was born 1946 in the Turkoman district of Tuz 

Khormatu. 

 

Figure.171 the Turkoman poet and writer Mohammed Ali Kasap who was killed in the blast 

at the Husseiniya of Sayid al-Shuhada in Tuz Khormatu 
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The Turkoman poet and writer, Mohammed Ali was extremely patriotic and 

he fought his homeland Türkmeneli with his pen and published his articles in 

various newspapers in general and specifically, Ak Su and Türkmeneli 

newspapers. The Turkoman poet and writer, Mohammed Ali was rewarded 

several rewards for his fantastic work and continuously stood and fought for 

the Turkoman cause, revealing the injustice and unfairness toward the 

Turkmen in Iraq. His death was a great lost for the Turkmen. 

   

Figure.172 showing some of his articles that had been published in various newspapers 

The funeral was for Ali Hashim Muhtaroğlu’s brother-in-law, who was shot 

dead in Tuz Khormatu on Tuesday afternoon. [50]
 
The attack caused an 

outraged among the Turkmen and there was huge condemnation from the 

public, political groups and the US government. 

 

Figure.173 Photo of the deputy of ITF Ali Hashim Muhtaroğlu ‘injured during the blast 

After the blast the Turkish government dispatched an air ambulance from 

Ankara to transport the injured by suicide bomber to Turkey for treatment.  

Following an assault on 23
rd

 of Jan 2013, Ankara decided to assist with the 

treatment of the injured that were moved from Tuz Khormatu to Kirkuk. 

                                                        
50 http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/01/201312314122237289.html 

http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/01/201312314122237289.html
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Turkey sent its air ambulance but Iraqi officials did not allow the plane to 

land. Iraqi government claimed the refusal was due to bad weather 

conditions.  

On the next day, permission to air ambulance was once again denied, but this 

time, with an excuse that a device essential to the landing was damaged. The 

incident was one of several in a series of recent squabbles between Turkey 

and the government of Iraqi Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki and especially 

after accommodating the fugitive deputy prime minister Tarik Alhashimi in 

Turkey who wanted by the Iraqi government to face terrorist charges. 

As consequences, the heavily injured people were taken to Erbil then they 

were transported to Istanbul, Turkey to get medical treatment. [51] 

No one has been arrested for the blast and no group claimed responsibility for 

the attack. In the view of many Turkmen the attack on the Turkmen in Tuz 

Khormatu was politically motivated. The goal and the objective of the 

terrorist bombings were to displace the Turkmen from the district of Tuz 

Khormatu and link the district into the Kurdish Regional Government which 

is totally rejected by the Turkmen in Türkmeneli. [52] 

In the view of many Turkmen the aim of the bombings and assassinations in 

the district of Tuz Khormatu is to intimidate the Turkmen and force them to 

leave their home areas. In the eyes of many Turkmen, this is a Kurdish plan 

and agenda to force the Turkoman citizens out of the district of Tuz 

Khormatu and make Turkoman district a part of the Kurdistan Region, an 

idea that the Turkmen totally reject. They would prefer to remain under the 

control of the central government in Baghdad. 

 

Figure.174 Scenery of the injured Turkmen in the blast at the Tuz Khormatu hospital 

                                                        
51 Iraq bars Turkish ambulance plane from landing in Kirkuk, 10 February 2013 

/MİNHAC ÇELİK, İSTANBUL; http://www.todayszaman.com/news-306636-iraq-bars-

turkish-ambulance-plane-from-landing-in-kirkuk.html 
52 http://nakshaat.com/forum/viewtopic.php?f=14&t=25749#ixzz2ItkICZPq 

http://www.todayszaman.com/news-306636-iraq-bars-turkish-ambulance-plane-from-landing-in-kirkuk.html
http://www.todayszaman.com/news-306636-iraq-bars-turkish-ambulance-plane-from-landing-in-kirkuk.html
http://nakshaat.com/forum/viewtopic.php?f=14&t=25749#ixzz2ItkICZPq
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Figure.175 Scenery of the injured Turkmen in the blast at the Tuz Khormatu hospital 

 

Figure.176 Scenery of the injured Turkmen in the blast at the Tuz Khormatu hospital 

 

Figure.177 Scenery of the injured Turkmen in the blast at the Tuz Khormatu hospital 
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Figure.178 The deputy of the ITF Ali Hashim Muhtaroğlu after he had treatment in Istanbul 

 

Figure.179 A provincial councilor in Salahaddin province Ahmed Abdullwahet Koja after he 

had treatment in Ankara  

After the fall of the Saddam Hussein regime in 2003, the Turkmen in Iraq 

have been subjected to ethnic cleansing by the Kurdish militia. They have 

been subjected to kidnapping, assignation and discrimination by the central 

Iraqi government and the Kurdish regional government.  

The demography of the Turkoman populated area has been completely 

altered by Kurdish militia. The Turkoman lands that have been confiscated 

by the Saddam Hussein government have not been returned to the Turkoman 

land owners, the reverse happened; more Turkoman lands have been 

confiscated by the Kurds from outside of the city of Kirkuk. 

The Kurdish goal is to annex the city of Kirkuk and link it to the Kurdish 

Regional Government because in the future, declaring a Kurdish State in 

northern of Iraq would not survive without controlling the oil of Kirkuk.  
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Since the central government in Baghdad and regional countries surrounding 

Iraq are failing and helpless to stop targeting, assignation, kidnapping and 

killing of the Turkmen, the only way for the Turkmen to cease the Kurdish 

influence, obliteration and aspiration in annexing the city of Kirkuk and other 

Turkoman lands to Kurdish Regional Government is to establish Turkoman 

Militia to defend the Turkmen, establishing Turkoman Secret Police, 

Turkoman National Intelligent Organization and finally establishing 

Turkoman Assignation Team to assassinate the terrorist who are attacking, 

targeting the Turkmen and forcing them to leave their homeland Türkmeneli. 

Otherwise, without having a Turkoman militia, the identity will be 

completely erased and their homeland will be overtaken by the Kurds to 

fulfill their dream and aspiration establishing a greater Kurdistan.  

 

Figure.180 Photos of the some of the Turkmen who killed in the blast at the Husseiniya 

of Sayid al-Shuhada in Tuz Khormatu 
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2.72 Suicide bombers attack Iraqi-Turkmen rally in Tuz Khormatu 

 

Figure.181 Scenery after few minute from blasting the Turkmen protesters tent in Tuz 

Khormatu 

 
Figure.182 the martyrs Ali Hashim Muhtaroğlu and Ahmed Abdul Wahid Koja 

After the fall of Saddam Hussein’s government in 2003, the Kurdish parties continuously 

began a campaign to occupy the Turkoman lands which is out of the Kurdish Regional 

Government’s control under the pretext of the disputed lands. As the result of this, the lands 

that were inhabited by the Turkmen were subjected to terror attacks to force them out. 

As the consequences, the sub district of Tuz Khormatu which is mainly inhabited by the 

Turkmen was subjected to continuous suicide bomber attacks by Kurds and Arabs to force 

them out of their land to control their lands which are geographically and strategically very 

important.  

http://www.bizturkmeniz.com/foto/normal/27892_1.jpg
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The continuous bombings of the Turkoman populated areas in general and especially in 

Tuz Khormatu, by targeting Turkoman religious places and Turkoman intellectuals forced 

the Turkmen to approach the Central Government in Baghdad numerous times asking for 

protection against the suicidal bombings, but there was no responses from Central 

Government. The protesters were Turkmen demanding better security for the 

area. [53] 

As consequences, the Turkmen of Tuz Khormatu decided to block the main road that links 

Baghdad to Kirkuk passing Tuz Khormatu until the government provided proper security 

to protect them against the terrorist attack.  

Then on the June of 2013 a protest by members of a Turkmen took place by 

blocking the main road that links Baghdad to Kirkuk passing Tuz Khormatu. However, 

on the 25
th
 of June at around mid-day on Tuesday 2013, Iraqi Turkmen Front Ali 

Hashim Muhtaroğlu and former deputy provincial governor of Salahaddin 

Ahmed Abdul Wahid Koja visited the protesters to show their support for 

their cause. The Turkoman protesters had been rallying over poor security in 

the town, which was regularly hit with attacks. 

While Ali Hashim Muhtaroğlu and Ahmed Abdul Wahid Koja visited the 

protesters at mid-day, the 25
th

 June, then a two suicide bombers among 

demonstrators protesting violence detonated the bombs on their bodies, 

killing 11 people and wounding 71 others. [54][55] 

The Deputy Head of Iraqi Turkmen Front Ali Hashim Muhtaroğlu and the 

former deputy provincial governor Abdul Wahid Koja and his two sons lost 

their lives in a suicide attack in Tuz Khormatu district of Salah ad Din 

province. [56][57] 

The Former UN Envoy, Martin Kobler, condemned the terrorist attack 

against the Turkoman demonstrators in Tuz Khormatu district of Salahaddin 

province. A statement was released by the UN’s office in Baghdad stated 

“Kobler strongly denounced attacking the innocent demonstrators who were 

calling for protection by providing the security forces for them. [58][59] 

                                                        
53 http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-23045875 
54 http://www.aa.com.tr/en/news/197323--death-toll-13-in-tuz-khurmatu-suicide-attack 
55 http://www.hindustantimes.com/world-news/RestOfAsia/Bomb-kills-two-Iraq-politicians-

in-Tuz-Khurmatu/Article1-1033057.aspx 
56 http://www.bizturkmeniz.com/ar/showArticle.asp?id=27887 
57 http://www.aa.com.tr/en/news/197323--death-toll-13-in-tuz-khurmatu-suicide-attack 
58  http://www.iraqinews.com/baghdad-politics/kobler-denounces-attacking-turkmen-

demonstrators-in-tuz-khormatu/ 
59 http://www.iraqinews.com/baghdad-politics/kobler-denounces-attacking-turkmen-

demonstrators-in-tuz-khormatu/#ixzz2XGoLzcda 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-23045875
http://www.aa.com.tr/en/news/197323--death-toll-13-in-tuz-khurmatu-suicide-attack
http://www.bizturkmeniz.com/ar/showArticle.asp?id=27887
http://www.iraqinews.com/baghdad-politics/kobler-denounces-attacking-turkmen-demonstrators-in-tuz-khormatu/#ixzz2XGoLzcda
http://www.iraqinews.com/baghdad-politics/kobler-denounces-attacking-turkmen-demonstrators-in-tuz-khormatu/#ixzz2XGoLzcda
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The attack on the The Deputy Head of Iraqi Turkmen Front Ali Hashim 

Muhtaroğlu and the former deputy provincial governor Abdul Wahid Koja 

and his two sons was (were) condemned by the all Turkoman parties. The 

Turkish foreigner Affairs released a statement condemning the attached on 

the Turkmen. The death of the Deputy Head of Iraqi Turkmen Front Ali and 

Abdul Wahid Koja was a great lost for the Turkmen. In the view of many 

Turkmen, the attack was designed to bring a fear and dismay among the 

Turkoman population to force them out of the area. The objective and the 

goal of targeting Turkoman prosperities and intellectuals was in the 

displacing of the Turkmen from Kirkuk and the control of their land and 

hence to control the hub of the Kirkuk oil which is considered the vein of the 

Iraqi economy. 

2.73  The assassination of the Munir Alqafili, the head of the Kirkuk 

city council 

Munir Alqafili was the head of Kirkuk city council and a member of the Iraqi 

Turkmen Front committee. Munir Alqafili had previously been arrested and 

imprisoned by the Saddam Hussein regime in 1981 for his political activities, 

he was released in 2001. 

He was assassinated on Tuesday 24
th

 June, 2014 while he was returning 

home. His car was stopped by unidentified gunmen on the Aljsir Alrabiea 

(fourth Bridge) at Hey Tarik Baghdad, (Baghdad Road Neighbourhood) in 

Kirkuk. 

 

Figure.183 Scene of the car of Munir Alqafili 
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Figure.184 Scene of the assassination of Munir Alqafili 

 

Figure.185 Scene of the assassination of Munir Alqafili 

 

Figure.186 Scene of the assassination of Munir Alqafili 

He was shot several times by the terrorists in the head and chest. He died 

from his injuries while he was been transported to Kirkuk General Hospital.  
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Munir Alqafili was born in Kirkuk in 1959 and he was from well-known 

Turkoman family.  

The Turkish Foreign Ministry strongly condemned the assassination and 

killing of Munir Alqafili and the Turkish Foreign Ministry offered their 

condolences to the Munir Alqafili family. A large number of people attended 

his funeral and he was buried in Maqberat Alshuhada (Martyr Graveyard) 

Kirkuk.  

 

Figure.187 Scene of the burial of the Munir Alqafili in Kirkuk 

Munir Alqafili’s death was a huge and tremendous loss for the Turkoman 

nation. He was a very politically active person and he continuously fought to 

reveal the injustice, unfairness and oppression that Turkoman people were 

subjected to. 
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